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Athenagoras Award
Metropolitan Epiphaniy of Kyiv and All Ukraine accepts the Athenagoras Human Rights Award from 
Archbishop Elpidophoros and Archons National Commander Dr. Anthony Limberakis at the Order of St. 
Andrew’s annual banquet Oct. 19. (Full coverage page 9)
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Your Eminences and Your Graces,
Mr. John Catsimatidis, Vice Chairman 
of this Archdiocesan Council,
Distinguished Members of the Execu-
tive Committee and
Members of the Archdiocesan Council,
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

 
Today, just four months after my ar-

rival in the United States, and only five 
months from my election as your Arch-
bishop, I can promise each of you that 
our beloved Archdiocese of America is 
back on course and headed to the safe 
harbor of stability, progress and growth. 
This is not to say that all the painful re-
percussions of the past are behind us.

There are challenges all around 
us. Christianity remains under attack, 
Americans continue to lose their trust 
and faith in religion, and our own be-
loved Archdiocese has suffered from 
a lack of transparency, a lack of funds 
and, yes, a lack of trust. We are address-
ing these challenges head-on, but it re-
quires a long-term solution, not a short-
term fix.  

It is critical that we maintain our 
Christian and Hellenic values, tradi-
tions, culture and mission, while ensur-
ing that the Archdiocese’s administra-
tion, operations, communications and 
ministries function as a modern, trans-
parent and contemporary church, meet-
ing the needs of our faithful.  Over the 
next few weeks, I will be reaching out 
to many of you to join me in develop-
ing a new process and plan that ensures 
the continued vitality of our Archdio-
cese and the Greek Orthodox faith in 
America today. We hope to share with 
you our findings at the next Archdioc-
esan Council meeting.

What we genuinely want and need 
for our Archdiocese is transparency, 
accountability, and responsibility. As 
we continue on this stage of our voy-
age, I am proud to call all of you my 
co-workers, especially our new Vice-
Chairman, John Catsimatidis. Regard-
less of how we arrived on these shores, 
whether born in this blessed land or car-
ried here over the sea or in the air, we 
have all been called to tend the Lord’s 
Vineyard in America, planted by the His 
own Right Hand, and having its Root 
and Stem in the Apostolic Vine of our 
Holy Mother Church, the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople.

Commitment, dedication essential
Your commitment, your dedica-

tion, and your love for Christ and His 
Holy Church are now more essential 
than they have ever been. We need your 
talents to reinforce the walls that sup-
port our Archdiocese and Her many 
ministries, for they have been severely 
strained and are in need renewal. As a 

Archbishop’s
Keynote Address
to Arch. Council

A Blessed Christmas and New Year

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the 
reverend priests and deacons, the monks 
and nuns, the Presidents and Members 
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the distinguished 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate, the Day, Afternoon, and Church 
Schools, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, 
the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, 
and the entire Greek Orthodox family in 
America

Beloved brothers and sisters in 
Christ,

Christ is born!  Glorify Him!

We rejoice in the Lord on this 
blessed Feast of the Nativity, for we 
proclaim in the hymns of the feast, 
“Heaven and earth are united today, for 
Christ is born!” (Great Compline)  In a 
divine and wondrous act of His abun-
dant grace, God has bowed the heavens 
until they touched the earth.  All creation 
rejoices, for the love of the Creator has 
been revealed.  The gates of Paradise 
have been reopened, and God’s plan for 
our salvation is made known.  The man-
ger has become the throne of the Cheru-
bim, for our God has clothed Himself in 
created flesh.

Throughout all the world, Orthodox 
Christians proclaim this truth through 
our worship.  We continue to share that 
through the Holy Nativity, the Word is 
made manifest and dwells among us.  
God has spoken to us through a Son, 
whom He appointed the heir of all 
things, through whom He also created 
the world. (Hebrews 1:2)  Today, He has 
come for our salvation.  Christ has en-

tered our humanity.  The glorious Light 
of heaven now shines upon the earth, il-
luminating the hearts and minds of all 
who receive Him.

As we gather to offer our praise and 
thanksgiving to God, heaven and earth 
continue to be united.  They are united 
just as the angel of the Lord appeared 
to the shepherds with the good news of 
the birth of Christ.  The heavens were 

opened, and suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men with whom he is pleased!” 
(Luke 2:13-14)  Today, heaven and earth 
are united, just as the wise men from the 
East saw His star as a sign of the birth of 

Encyclical

The Nativity
of Christ
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Message from His All-Holiness at 
the International Conference on Reli-
gious Diplomacy held Nov. 11 in Ath-
ens.

“Peace between religions is a fun-
damental prerequisite for peace between 
peoples and cultures,” Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew pointed out in his 
recorded message to the International 
Conference on Religious Diplomacy, 
on the topic “Religion in the Modern 
World: Challenges and Prospects for 
Dialogue and Peace.”

The event was co-organized by 
“Foreign Affairs: The Hellenic Edi-
tion” magazine and the National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens that 
began Monday, Nov. 11, in Athens. 
In his message, His All-Holiness point-
ed out, among other things, that “reli-
gions must develop their peacekeeping 
function more effectively,” and reiter-
ated that ‘violence and war in the name 
of religion and God is violence and war 
against religion and God.’ Religions 
must cease to give welcome arguments 
to the opponents of faith and to those 
who seek to identify religion with its 
negative aspects. It is unacceptable for 
representatives of religions to appear 
as preachers of fanaticism, to ignite the 
flame of hatred, and casually allow re-
ligion be used by unscrupulous people 
for dissimilar, non-peaceful purposes.” 
His All-Holiness reiterated that, “in 
view of outbursts of religious fun-
damentalism, of brutal violence, de-
struction of religious monuments, the 
impending or even ongoing ‘clash of 

civilizations,’ persecution of religious 
minorities, and widespread violation of 
religious freedom, the Holy and Great 
Council of the Orthodox Church (Crete, 
2016) condemned these morbid expres-
sions of religiosity and praised the im-
portance of interfaith dialogue and its 
contribution to peace.”

“It has been rightly said that ‘the 
Gordian knot’ of peace is not untied 
by the sword of Alexander the Great. 
Peace is an eternal challenge and a 
task that is never fulfilled, it is never 
guaranteed forever, and it requires 
constant struggle. We are ‘destined’ to 
struggle and suffer for peace. After all, 
Our Modesty praises and supports any 
sincere initiative for peace, and con-
tinuously strives for the dialogue of 
religions and for the strengthening of 
their contribution towards reconcilia-
tion and solidarity,” said the Patriarch. 
Following is the full text of the Ecumen-
ical Patriarch’ message.

The Honorable Mr. Lukas G. Kat-
sonis, editor-in-chief of Foreign Affairs 
magazine: Hellenic Edition, beloved 
in the Lord son of Our Modesty, may 
the grace, peace and blessing of God be 
with you.

We have experienced for the last 
decade a reassessment of the role of 
religion in the lives of individuals and 
in society. Religion is dynamically re-
turning to the forefront, appearing to 
be an important factor in the present 
and future of mankind. No analysis of 
the present situation is complete unless 
there is a reference to the influence of re-

ligion. In this discussion, four important 
functions of religion are highlighted: the 
first has to do with the meaning of hu-
man life. Religion gives vital answers 
to our deep existential problems and a 
steady orientation to human existence. 
Secondly, religion provides identity to 
peoples and cultures. Therefore, those 
who know the religion of the other have 
access to the characteristics of his or her 
culture. Thirdly, the most important cul-
tural achievements of man, his highest 
and most important intellectual and ar-
tistic works, are related to religion. The 
fourth function of religion relates to its 
contribution to peace. Peace between 
religions is a fundamental prerequisite 
for peace between people and civiliza-
tion.

Regarding the last point, which is 
your conference theme, there has been 
criticism of religion over the fact that it 
does not seem to be working effectively 
against violence in the name of God.

In view of the explosion of religious 
fundamentalism, of brutal violence, the 
destruction of religious monuments, the 
impending or even ongoing ‘clash of 
civilizations,’ persecution of religious 
minorities, and the widespread violation 
of religious freedom, a Great Council 
of the Orthodox Church (Crete, 2016) 
condemned these morbid expressions of 
religiosity and praised the importance 
of interfaith dialogue and its contribu-
tion to peace.

In the Encyclical of the Council, 
the following points are noted: “Today 
we are experiencing today an increase 
of violence in the name of God. The 
explosions of fundamentalism within 
religious communities threaten to cre-
ate the view that fundamentalism be-
longs to the essence of the phenomenon 
of religion. The truth, however, is that 
fundamentalism, as “zeal not based on 
knowledge” (Rom 10.2), constitutes an 
expression of morbid religiosity. A true 
Christian, following the example of the 
crucified Lord, sacrifices himself and 
does not sacrifice others, and for this 
reason is the most stringent critic of fun-
damentalism of whatever provenance. 
Honest interfaith dialogue contributes 
to the development of mutual trust and 
to the promotion of peace and reconcili-
ation.” 

In addition, we emphasize that reli-
gions must develop their peacekeeping 
function more effectively, and reiter-
ate, “Violence and war in the name of 
religion and God is violence and war 
against religion and God.”

Religions must cease to give wel-
come arguments to the opponents of 
faith and to those who seek to identify 
religion with its negative aspects. It is 
unacceptable for representatives of reli-
gions to appear as preachers of fanati-
cism, to ignite the flame of hatred and 
casually allow religion to be used by 
unscrupulous people for dissimilar, non-
peaceful, purposes.”

Never in the history of mankind 
has peace been an inexplicable condi-

Ecumenical Patriarch: Religious Leaders
Preaching Fanaticism is Unacceptable

Final Printed Issue
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NEW YORK – The Archdio-
cese received information on Nov. 25 
that the United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York, and the 
New York Office of the U.S. Postal In-
spection Service (“USPIS”), announced 
the arrest of Jerome “Jerry” Dimitriou, 
former executive director of administra-
tion for the Archdiocese.

According to the Justice Depart-
ment’s website, Dimitriou was charged 
on wire fraud charges for committing 
two embezzlement schemes: 1) where 
he allegedly embezzled more than 
$488,000 from GOARCH by directing 
subordinates to issue him unauthorized 
excess salary payments; and 2) where 
he allegedly charged hundreds of per-
sonal expenses to his GOARCH credit 
card, without authorization, costing 
GOARCH at least tens of thousands of 
dollars.

The Archdiocese first became 
aware of these financial irregularities in 
late 2017. GOARCH immediately self-
reported its discoveries to governmental 
authorities and cooperated with the U. 
S. Attorney for the Southern District of 
New York, and the Inspector-in-Charge 
of the New York Office of the U.S. Post-
al Inspection Service on their investiga-
tion.

The Special Investigative Com-
mittee formed by GOARCH that in-
cluded the law firm of Baker Hostetler 
and PriceWaterhouseCoopers Advisory 
Services LLC formed to review the fi-
nances of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine found no 
evidence of any theft of any kind against 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
and National Shrine. GOARCH public-
ly posted these results on its website in 
2018. Thus, the alleged embezzlement 
that Mr. Dimitriou has been charged 
with appears to be unrelated to St. Nich-
olas.

NEW YORK - The Holy Eparchial 
Synod of the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of America convened for their 
regular fall meeting, October 15-16, un-
der the presidency of Archbishop Elpi-
dophoros and:

1)   Decided on the reorganization 
of the Synodal Committees as follows:

a)   Committee on Canonical Mat-
ters presided by His Eminence Metro-
politan Methodios of Boston.

b)   Committee on Liturgical Texts 
presided by His Eminence Metropolitan 
Methodios of Boston.

c)    Committee on Ecclesiastical 
Music presided by His Eminence Met-
ropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey.

d)  Committee on Holy Monasteries 
presided by His Eminence Metropolitan 
Alexios of Atlanta.

e)   Committee on Inter-Orthodox 
Relations presided by His Eminence Sa-
vas of Pittsburgh.

f)    Committee on Ecumenical Dia-
logue presided by His Eminence Meth-
odios of Boston.

g)   Committee on Clergy Benefits 
presided by His Eminence Isaiah of 
Denver.

2)   Deliberated on clergy disciplin-
ary matters in the second degree and de-
cided to extend a formal request to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate to laicize three 
clergymen.

3)   Examined the petitions of three 
clergymen who have requested to enter 
into holy matrimony in the second in-
stance and decided to formally extend a 
request to the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

4)   Instituted a special Synodal 
Committee presided by His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America to 
organize and oversee the celebration of 
the 200-year anniversary of the Greek 
Revolution in 1821.

5)   Established a special Synodal 
Committee presided by His Grace Bish-
op Apostolos of Medeia to organize and 
oversee the festivities for the centennial 
anniversary of the inception of the Sa-
cred Archdiocese of America in 1922.

6)   Following a proposal of the 
Archbishop for the purpose of electing 
an auxiliary bishop, formulated a three-
person (triprosopon) candidacy list of 
clergy eligible for the elevation to the 
holy episcopacy based on the approved 
list of eligible candidates ratified by the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

7)   Was given an update by Arch-
bishop Elpidophoros regarding the 

Statement 
on the Arrest of  
Jerry Dimitriou

NEW YORK — In addition to 
the above action by the U.S. Attor-
ney for the Southern District of New 
York, the U.S. Attorney had announced 
June 19 that George Papadakos, the 
Archdiocese’s former director of fi-
nance, pleaded guilty to embezzling 
more than $60,000 of Archdiocesan 
funds for personal expenses.  Accord-
ing to the government’s publicly posted 
report, Mr. Papadakos, of Westfield, 
N.J., pled guilty to one count of wire 
fraud.  Mr. Papadakos left the Archdio-
cese in the fall of 2017.

After becoming aware of financial 
irregularities in late 2017, the Arch-
diocese self-reported its discoveries to 
governmental authorities in the State of 
New York.

In the spring of 2018, the U.S. At-
torney for the Southern District and the 
Inspector-in-Charge of the New York 
Office of the U.S. Postal Inspection Ser-
vice contacted the Archdiocese, which 
cooperated fully with their offices.

Papadakos Case
Settled in June

progress on the St. Nicholas Greek Or-
thodox Church and National Shrine at 
the World Trade Center project.

8)   Was informed of the resigna-
tions of George Tsandikos and Cathy 
Bouffides-Walsh and the subsequent 
appointments of John Catsimatidis and 
Theodore Bozonelis for the Archdioce-
san Council positions of Vice Chairman 
and Secretary, respectively.

9)   Was informed of the appoint-
ment of Rev. Fr. Andreas Vithoulkas as 
the new Chancellor of the Holy Arch-
diocese.

10)  Was informed of the appoint-
ment of Rev. Fr. Nicolas Kazarian as the 
new Ecumenical Officer.

11)    Was informed by the Rev. Fr. 
Earl Cantos on the significance of the 
new youth protection protocols and pro-
cedures.

12)    Was informed by the Rev. Fr. 
James Paris regarding the condition of 
the clergy pension plan.

13)    Decided that on the Sunday 

of Orthodoxy, every Metropolis of the 
Archdiocese will hold an Archieratical 
Concelebration with the local hierarchs 
of all Orthodox jurisdictions.

14)  Decided to encourage the par-
ticipation of as many choirs as possible 
for the Christmas-themed concert to be 
held in conjunction with the representa-
tives of the Oriental Orthodox Churches 
in Tenafly, New Jersey, on December 8, 
2019.

15)  Gladly accepted the recom-
mendation of the Executive Committee 
of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops of the United States of America 
to convene their next meeting in Wash-
ington, D.C., May 2-5, 2020. And, fi-
nally,

16)  Decided on the more frequent 
assembly of the Holy Eparchial Synod 
and designated the schedule and loca-
tions for the upcoming meetings.

From the Office of the Chief-Secre-
tary of the Holy Eparchial Synod.

Holy Eparchial Synod Communique 

NEW YORK – The New York 
Board of Rabbis (NYBR) welcomed 
Archbishop Elpidophoros and honored 
him at their post-sukkah reception, on 
Oct. 23.

The sukkot – a weeklong festival 
that takes place five days after Yom Kip-
pur – celebrates God’s protection of the 
Israelites as they fled bondage in Egypt.

Recognizing the reciprocity be-
tween the Archdiocese and the NYBR, 
Archbishop Elpidophoros emphasized 
the notion of hospitality, as taught by 

Abraham and Sarah in both the Jewish 
and Christian traditions (Genesis 18). 

His Eminence stated, “Hospital-
ity is a blessing from God. God is our 
only shelter, our safe haven. In Greek, 
the word for hospitality, “φιλοξένια,” 
which literally translates as “friend of 
the stranger,” also has a deeper mean-
ing. 

Hospitality is considered one of the 
highest virtues because of the great re-
spect and honor traditionally bestowed 
by hosts on their guests.

NY Board of Rabbis Honors Archbishop
Archbishop Elpidophoros and John Catsimatidis (right) at the Board of Rabbis luncheon.

GOA/D.Panagos photo
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Kαλά Χριστούγεννα!

Merry Christmas!

Michael and Robin Psaros & Family
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tion, but it has always been the result of 
inspired initiatives, of bravery and self-
sacrifice, of the righteousness of men 
and women. In our day, many expect 
that the end of the “Cold War,” the rise 
of the standard of living, the advance-
ment of science and technology, the 
information society and global literacy 
will contribute significantly.

However, there are new initiatives, 
cultural conflicts, religious fundamen-
talism, the struggle for the preservation 
of popular representation, terrorism, the 
arms industry and a variety of other eco-
nomic interests, social problems and in-
justice, operating today in the context of 
new violent conflicts and the restriction 
of freedom and human rights.

It has been rightly said, “The Gord-
ian knot of peace is not untied by the 
sword of Alexander the Great. Peace 
is an eternal challenge and a task that 
is never fulfilled, it is never guaranteed 
forever, and it requires constant strug-
gle. We are ‘destined’ to struggle and 
suffer for peace.” After all, Our Mod-
esty praises and supports any sincere 
initiative for peace, and continuously 
strives for the dialogue of religions and 
for the strengthening of their contribu-
tion to reconciliation and solidarity. 
The Orthodox Church emphasized and 
emphasizes the connection of peace 
with justice. Concern for peace means 
the creation of a society of justice and 
freedom, for the protection of human 
rights. Fundamental justice in peace 
is the highest universal good, the true 
cause, the “bearer of the good,” for hu-
man beings, for people, for mankind. 
The Church must promote the phil-
anthropic traditions and values of the 
Orthodox tradition, to contribute to the 
edification of a peaceful human being, 
who will see in the person of a fellow 
human being his brother and not some-
one who threatens his life and freedom, 
not “hell.”

With these thoughts, congratula-
tions to the organizers and other con-
tributors to this international confer-
ence, with its impressive theme, and 
wishing you success in all things, we 
convey to the eloquent speakers and 
other delegates and other participants, 
our Patriarchal blessing and we beseech 
for you the grace and mercy of the God 
of peace, justice and love.
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Religious Leaders
Fanaticism is 

Unacceptable

Patriarchate of Alexandria
Recognizes Ukraine Autocephaly

Cantonis Named
School President

Ecumenical Patriarch Honors
Belgian Archdiocese 50th Year

BRUSSELS, Belgium  - Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew, accompa-
nied by a delegation of Archons, visited 
Belgium Nov. 9 to 11 for the 50th an-
niversary of the Orthodox Archdiocese 
there.

Metropolitan Athenagoras of Bel-
gium hosted the delegation led by Fr. 
Alexander Karloutsos, Vicar General of 
the Archdiocese of America and Spiri-
tual Advisor of the Order of St. Andrew 
the Apostle, and Presbytera Xanthi Kar-
loutsos.

Other delegation leaders included 
National Commander of the Order of 
St. Andrew the Apostle Dr. Anthony J. 
Limberakis and Dr. Maria A. Limbera-
kis, Archon and Vice Chairman of the 
Archdiocesan Council John A. Catsima-
tidis and Margo Catsimatidis.

Other delegation Archons included 
B. Theodore Bozonelis, national sec-
retary of the Order and Archdiocesan 
Council secretary, and Helen Bozonelis, 
Michael and Libby Angeliades, Wil-
liam and Elizabeth Doucas, Dr. George 
Korkos, John and Marisa Payiavlas, 
Maria Allwin, Dr. Peter Michalos and 
Jillian Nelson.

The delegates were greeted in Brus-
sels Nov. 9 by Archon Boris Gurov of 
the Metropolis of Belgium and his wife, 
Youlianna Gurov, who assisted the dele-
gation and also served as its host in Bel-
gium. The delegation traveled to Kaster-
lee, Belgium, where they attended a 
luncheon in honor of His All-Holiness 

hosted by Archon Theo Roussis of the 
Metropolis of Belgium.

Later in Brussels, the delegation at-
tended Vespers, led by His All-Holiness 
at the Orthodox Cathedral of the Holy 
Archangels in the presence of Belgian 
authorities, diplomats, representatives 
of other denominations, and the Ortho-
dox faithful.

Thereafter, Archon Boris and Youli-
anna hosted a dinner in honor with dis-
cussions centered on religious freedom, 
the European Union, and other impor-
tant issues.

On Sunday Nov. 10, the delegation 
attended Matins and Divine Liturgy pre-
sided by His All-Holiness at the Ortho-
dox Cathedral of the Holy Archangels, 
with multiple Orthodox bishops and 
clergy. The Metropolis of Belgium host-
ed more than 1,000 guests at a banquet 
in the Patriarch’s honor.

On Monday, Nov.11, the Order, led 
by National Commander Limberakis, 
hosted a private breakfast in honor of 
His All-Holiness, in which each del-
egate was given time to address His All-
Holiness on issues of concern for the 
Archdiocese of America and the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate.

The delegates engaged in candid 
and frank discussions with His All-Holi-
ness on various important and pertinent 
matters, and all expressed their grati-
tude to His All-Holiness for the election 
and enthronement of Archbishop Elpi-
dophoros. 

ALEXANDRIA, Egypt - The Pa-
triarchate of Alexandria officially rec-
ognized the Autocephaly of the Ortho-
dox Church in Ukraine on Nov. 8 during 
the Divine Liturgy at the Church of the 
Archangels in the Dahir district of Cai-
ro, when Pope and Patriarch Theodore 
II of Alexandria remembered in prayer 
His Beatitude Metropolitan Epiphaniy 
of Kyiv and All Ukraine.

The Patriarchate of Alexandria is 
the second Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church to recognize the Autocephaly 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. The 
Autocephalous Church of Greece ex-
tended this recognition on Oct. 12.

The Alexandria Patriarchate’s rec-

PEORIA, Ill. – U.S, Rep. Da-
rin LaHood on Oct 7 presented an 
official copy of the United States 
Congressional Record from Sept. 25, 
when House of Representatives rec-
ognized the Oct. 19 50th anniversary 
of the priesthood of Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew of Constantino-
ple, spiritual leader of Eastern Ortho-
dox Christians throughout the world.

“Today, I would like to honor 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople for his 50th anniversary 
of priesthood” proclaimed Congress-

man LaHood. “His All Holiness was 
ordained as a priest on Oct. 19th, 1969. 
Since that day, he has never ceased to 
make strides in religious studies and 
world peace. 

His services to our global society 
has had a positive impact on many 
lives” he continued. 

“I am grateful for all the good that 
His All Holiness does for Americans, 
and those around the world. 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew serves as a reminder to us 
that the positive efforts of just one 

U.S. Rep. Honors Ecum. Patriarch’s Worldwide Impact
person can be beneficial to countless 
lives of others” concluded Congress 
LaHood.

This past May the State of Illinois 
House of Representatives unanimous-
ly pass a similar resolution, HR0348, 
recognizing the 50th anniversary in 
the priesthood of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarch. 

That resolution, sponsored by Il-
linois Representative Tim Butler (R) 
and also requested by John C. Acker-
man, has already been delivered to His 
All Holiness.

ognition of the Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine’s autocephaly is particularly 
significant, as the Patriarchate of Alex-
andria is commemorated second after 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate in diptychs.

According to the news service 
Ukrinform.net, “The recognition of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church by the 
Patriarchate of Alexandria will send a 
powerful signal to the entire Orthodox 
world, the BBC notes. 

Many other local Churches earlier 
stated that they would decide on their 
attitude to the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church after its recognition by the old 
patriarchates, such as the Patriarchate of 
Alexandria.”

BROOKLINE, Mass. – HCHC 
Trustee and Florida businessman George 
Cantonis was elected president of Hel-
lenic College Holy Cross School of The-
ology at the Board of Trustees’ Dec. 10 
meeting.

Upon the completion of a rigorous 
nationwide search process, the HCHC 
Board announced Cantonis’ election 
following the recommendation of the 
Trustees’ Executive Committee. He re-
places the interim president, Metropolitan 
Methodios of Boston.  After the Board’s 
decision, Archbishop Elpidophoros im-
mediately approved the election.

Mr. Cantonis becomes the 11th presi-
dent of HCHC.  A native of Chicago, he 
currently resides in the Tampa, Fla., area.  
He is president and director of The Can-
tonis Company Inc., Executive VP and 
Director of Acme Sponge and Chamois, 
Inc., and president of MGC Hotel Group.

Cantonis has served the Church in 
many capacities over the years including 
various leadership positions on the lo-
cal parish level as well as on the national 
level through the Archdiocesan Council, 
Leadership 100. He is an Archon of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Having served previously as a trust-
ee, he rejoined the Board in September 
2018 and has been its vice-chairman since 
April.

The search process for a new presi-
dent began in August with the forma-
tion of a six-member Presidential Search 
Committee (PSC), in accordance with the 
by-laws of Hellenic College, Inc.  The 
PSC was chaired by Argyris Vassiliou, 
who serves as the Archbishop Iakovos 
Leadership 100 Fund chairman.

The PSC received applications from 
26 highly qualified candidates (including 
four women and three priests of the Arch-
diocese) which, after due process, was 
narrowed to eight semi-finalists. After a 
careful evaluation of the semi-finalists, 
two worthy candidates were determined 
as finalists. They met with HCHC con-
stituents, including faculty members from 
both schools, the administration, and 
students who offered their recommenda-
tions to the Executive Committee. Upon 
intense review and deliberation, the Ex-
ecutive Committee forwarded their nomi-
nation of George M. Cantonis for the po-
sition of president.

To fill the position of vice-chairman, 
Archbishop Elpidophoros nominated 
Fr. Jon Magoulias from Annunciation 
Church in Modesto, Calif.

In announcing Cantonis’ election, 
Archbishop Elpidophoros said, “Today, 
we have a renewed sense of direction 
in the person of George Cantonis as the 
new president of HCHC.  He has already 
demonstrated his administrative acumen 
in helping navigate the waters these past 
months as vice-chairman of the Board of 
Trustees. I am also grateful to His Emi-
nence Metropolitan Methodios of Bos-
ton for shouldering the great weight and 
responsibility of Interim President since 
April of this year which he took on in ad-
dition to his already heavy schedule.  To 
Mr. Cantonis I extend my paternal bless-
ings, and I entreat the faithful members of 
our Archdiocese to offer prayers and full 
support for the newly elected President. 
Our Scholi has a wonderful and historic 
legacy that under the presidency of Mr. 
Cantonis will reach new heights—aca-
demically, administratively, and spiritu-
ally—to the glory of God.”
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leading Archdiocese of the Ecumenical 
Throne we need to strengthen and build 
up the present while at the same time 
laying the foundations of our future. We 
all know the problems of our present 
circumstances and are well aware of the 
issues that occurred in the past. For this 
reason, I ask you, rather, I need you to 
be committed to speaking up, speaking 
out, and speaking the truth in love. We 
must be honest with each other about 
the state of our Church. Silence on these 
grave issues is neither respectful nor 
useful. You are all here because you are 
leaders, and leaders must communicate. 
I expect nothing less from all of you, for 
we have much work to accomplish.

But this is no time for pessimism. 
Our sights must be fixed on the future, a 
future that can be glorious for our Holy 
Orthodox Faith and our Archdiocese; a 
bright future of nearly limitless poten-
tial. 

In order to make this possible, we 
must sincerely accept and embrace our 
roles and responsibilities in the life of 
this Church as leaders, as we rely on the 
Grace of God with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength (cf. Mark 12:30).

Arrival well timed
When I arrived just a few months 

ago, the timing proved to be a great 
advantage for me, because, as is the 
custom in our churches, summertime 
is traditionally a season of reduced ac-
tivity. Therefore, I was afforded oppor-
tunities to travel throughout this great 
Nation, and see for myself the state of 
our Holy Archdiocese of America. And 
do you know what I witnessed? Not a 
passive and vacationing community, but 
a vibrant and energetic Body of Believ-
ers: young people in spiritually based 
camping programs; churches filled with 
hymns of praise and committed Faith-
ful; clergy and laity working together to 
improve and excel in the life of their lo-
cal parishes; and parish clergy and lay 
leaders who want the very best for our 
Church. 

I have the utmost confidence in our 
Faithful who are working for a brighter 
and more hope-filled future. And this 
good news is what brings me here today, 
full of optimism, to my first of many 
Archdiocesan Councils to come.

All of us here gathered: the Most 
Reverend Members of the Holy Epar-
chial Synod, the Executive Committee, 
the membership of the Council, clergy 
and lay alike, the staff of the Archdio-
cese itself, the staff of the Metropolises 
and all our institutions, especially Hel-
lenic College and Holy Cross – all of us 
bear the duty and responsibility to de-
liver the ministry of the Church to our 
faithful members, from the youngest 
infant to the most venerable senior. 

We cannot forget even one, for we 
are all, as the Apostle Paul reminds us, 
members of the one Body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (cf. I Corinthians 12).

And I will go further; we are all 
members of one Holy Archdiocese of 
America. We are not divided into me-
tropolises, and parishes, and depart-
ments, and organizations, and institu-
tions. This is a false and worldly view 
that misunderstands the very nature of 
the Church. Rather, we are apportioned 
for service through all of these organs of 

the Church that I just mentioned. 
We are not and can never be di-

vided. Just as the Breaking of the Holy 
Eucharist does not divide the Lord Je-
sus Christ, but apportions Him so that 
all may partake of the “Banquet of 
Faith,” as the Holy Chrysostom says, 
we all have our roles and positions and 
vocations. But the Archdiocese is One! 
As the Charter from our Holy Mother 
Church states:

“The Archdiocese, being the Ep-
archy of the Ecumenical Throne in the 
United States of America, is one indivis-
ible entity in its entirety.” 

 (Article 3, para. a).
We must never forget this undeni-

able fact of our ecclesial being, which is 
the very foundation for everything that 
we do, and everything that we desire to 
achieve. 

Without this, we are nothing but a 
loose alliance of disinterested parties, a 
factional federation that will never rise 
above personal agendas and misplaced 
allegiances. We have a higher calling, 
one that demands our complete and ut-
ter spiritual, ethical, and moral commit-
ment.

AREAS OF CONCERN
Therefore, I come before you to-

day, full of hope in our collective future. 
And I want to call all of you to help me 
rebuild our institutions, so that we may 
be worthy of the trust that the Faithful 
bestow upon us. There are three distinct 
areas of concern, ones that I raised in 
my Enthronement Address, that I wish 
to re-emphasize with you today.

Youth
First: our youth. And I am speaking 

about those in the cradle all the way to 
those considering marriage and start-
ing families of their own. We have re-
markable and talented youth workers 
and educators in our Archdiocese, and 
indeed, across all our Orthodox Breth-
ren in America. We must concentrate 
and pool our resources on the very best 
of them so that we cultivate the future 
leaders of our communities, both clergy 
and lay. But it is not just about the best 
programs, it must also be about the best 
and most basic practices of our Church.

Here, I would mention the most ob-
vious fact about Christian Orthodoxy in 
America – that all Orthodox Christians 
together are less than 0.3 percent of the 
total American population. Furthermore, 
while the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America is now about 25 percent 
converts – meaning those who were not 
raised in the Orthodox Faith but choose 
to practice it as an adult – nearly 50 per-

cent of all Orthodox Christians in the 
United States are now converts. Need-
less to say, we all know that the epoch of 
immigration from Europe is essentially 
over. And so, we must be open and wel-
coming to those who would find a life 
among us.

With this in mind, I would make 
this suggestion: instead of calling mar-
riages with non-Orthodox spouses 
“mixed marriages,” might we not better 
refer to them as “miracle marriages?” 
For these marriages are the main road 
that ushers converts to the Faith. As the 
Apostle Paul says:

How do you know, O wife, whether 
you will save your husband?  Or how do 
you know, O husband, whether you will 
save your wife? (I Cor. 7:16)

Every faithful marriage is a miracle 
marriage – a miracle of God’s love and 
a Mystery to be celebrated with joy and 
embraced with thanksgiving. Whether 
or not the spouse joins the Church in a 
formal way through Chrismation, they 
are still 100 percent part of our com-
munity, and should be embraced as 
such. If we are to be a Church that truly 
serves and embraces our young people 
who live in a technologically advanced 
and pluralistic world, we must embrace 
the strangers in our midst – make them 
strangers no more, and embrace all the 
members of our community and our 
Country.

Hellenic College Holy Cross
My second concern: our Hellenic 

College and Holy Cross Theologi-
cal School. Since my Enthronement, I 
have visited our beloved Σχολή once a 
month. My commitment to fixing the 
morass of current problems – financial 
and otherwise – at our School, which is 
the very womb of our future clergy, is 
unconditional and absolute.

I will be frank with you: our School 
has been sinking for a long time. I saw 
it myself when I taught there 15 years 
ago. What is the American expression? 
“Kicking the can down the road.” No 
real solutions to the current problems, 
but rather mortgaging the future of 
the clergy by virtually bankrupting the 
School, and ignoring the requirements 
of the academic accreditation agencies 
as if they were predatory lenders. I can-
not tell you the shock that I felt when I 
learned how close we had come to losing 
our accreditation and our ability to even 
grant a degree! I say these things not in 
a pessimistic manner, but in a spirit of 
truth, concern and love, with much hope 
for the future of our School. I want to 
thank specifically George Cantonis, the 
vice chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees for the extraordinary efforts he has 
taken to save Hellenic College and Holy 
Cross from literally going under, and I 
must also express my deep gratitude to 
His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios, 
who has been willing to act as the in-
terim president during this critical time.

My first act as chairman of the 
Board of the School was to appoint a 
school chaplain, Archimandrite Athe-
nagoras Ziliaskopoulos, who filled a 
position that had been vacant for years. 
Imagine, a Seminary without a chap-
lain, without spiritual guidance, with no 
liturgical spirituality! The absurdity of 
it should challenge our presuppositions 
about what it is we are trying to achieve 
at Hellenic College and Holy Cross. 
This institution is the sine qua non of 

the future of this sacred Archdiocese. 
Without trained, competent, and spiritu-
ally mature clergy to lead our parishes, 
we will face the same diminishment of 
our flocks that every other religious or-
ganization in the United States is facing.

My Brothers and Sisters, we need to 
be clear-eyed about these things. We are 
not immune to this kind of decline. Just 
look at the Archdiocese Registry statis-
tics over the past 20 years; every cat-
egory is falling, except funerals. But we 
can never accept to be a Church that is 
dying off. We are a branch of the Apos-
tolic Vine of the Great Church of Christ, 
joined through the Faith and the Person 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch, the Succes-
sor of the First-Called Disciple Andrew 
to the True Vine Himself, our Lord Jesus 
Christ! Even in the face of seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles, we are alive 
and well, and more than well, because 
we are the Church of Christ, nourished 
by His Body and Blood, fully equipped 
for God’s mission of the salvation of the 
world.

And nothing is more essential to our 
equipment than our Seminary, our pre-
paratory Σχολή to ready the future gen-
erations of priests and lay leaders. We 
must elevate and build it up our School 
from its present circumstances to ensure 
that such dereliction never occurs again.

St. Nicholas
Finally, as I spoke of the St. Nicho-

las National Shrine at Ground Zero in 
my Enthronement Address: “It is our 
duty and our responsibility as Orthodox 
Christians – but also our obligation and 
commitment to God and His people – to 
complete and open the doors of the St. 
Nicholas National Shrine.”

This is our offering to our City, to 
our Nation, and to the world. The re-
built St. Nicholas Church will be much 
more than the historic and precious par-
ish church that fell among the victims 
of 9/11. St. Nicholas is a vision of what 
is best in all people of faith and reli-
gious conviction: love of God and love 
of neighbor, mutual understanding, and 
reciprocal respect.

We, the Greek Orthodox Faith-
ful of America, have been given this 
sacred and noble task, to raise up the 
Victory Standard to Life Eternal on the 
field where so much death was dealt 
without pity. The Unconquered Cross 
– Τό Ἀήττητον Τρόπαιον – will rise at 
Ground Zero, a sign that faith endures 
over doubt; hope dispels despair; and 
love conquers all!

The Shrine will be a shining City on 
a Hill, and a beacon of hope for all peo-
ple of good will, and it will be the most 
observed and visited Orthodox church 
in the world, as long as we are faithful 
to its mission. 

We must re-commence the building 
of the church immediately, and open the 
doors by Sept. 11, 2021, as a tribute to 
those who perished that fateful day, and 
as a lead off to the centenary year of our 
Holy Archdiocese.

My Friends, although I do not 
know all of you so well, I feel that we 
are friends in Christ. Our challenges are 
many, but our talents and resources are 
great. 

Thank you for embracing this mis-
sion with me. May God see all our en-
deavors rise from glory to glory, bring-
ing eternal glory to His Holy Name. 
Amen.

Archdiocesan Council

Archbishop’s Keynote Address to Archdiocesan Council
 From page 1
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Christ Is Born!  Glorify Him!

Rejoicing in The Nativity of Our Lord
and in Gratitude for the Ministry of 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 
BARTHOLOMEW
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Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate

By John Mindala

NEW YORK - Archbishop El-
pidophoros, Exarch of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, and Order of St. Andrew’s 
National Commander Dr. Anthony 
J. Limberakis presented the Athe-
nagoras Human Rights Award to 
Metropolitan Epiphaniy of Kyiv and All 
Ukraine at the annual banquet Oct. 19 at 
the New York Hilton Midtown.

About 500 Archons and guests at-
tended.

In a video message to the audience 
commemorating the occasion, Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew stated: 
“This honor is, as we note, rightful 
and deserving for the leader of a fledg-
ling Autocephalous Church, which the 
Mother Church of Constantinople has 
in its loving concern nurtured for mil-
lennia and navigated in recent decades 
to self-governance and self-determina-
tion, just as it has done in many similar 
circumstances for other Autocephalous 
Orthodox Churches throughout the 
world.” (To view the video, and to read 
the complete texts of remarks by Arch-
bishop Demetrios and Dr. Limberakis, 
visit www.archons.org)

In presenting the award, Archbish-
op Elpidophoros said: “Tonight we cel-
ebrate not only your person, Your Beati-
tude, but we celebrate as well the Pious 
and Faithful People of Ukraine, whose 
aspirations for religious independence 
and control over their own future and 
spiritual destiny were realized by the 
loving, pastoral, and indeed maternal 
care of His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew and the Holy 
and Sacred Synod of Constantinople.”

His Eminence added: “Despite 
the pens that would re-write history, 
we know very well from which πηγή 
(well) the Ukrainian Church sprang – 
the Life-Giving Fountain of the Queen 
of Cities, Constantinople –  and how it 
is that Kyiv is the mother of Moscow, 
and not the reverse! “Moreover, we 
know that the Autocephaly was always 
received from Constantinople, for those 
Local Churches that came into existence 
in the Second Millennium of our Faith.

“These are historical facts that can-
not be denied, except by those who 
choose to willfully live in denial. The 
Autocephaly has yet to be accepted by 
the majority of Local Churches, but 
these delays have ever been. There are 
enough examples of individualized cir-
cumstances where a Local Church has 
forestalled the Ecumenical Throne.

“As the mothers in this room know 
very well, birth-giving is not an easy 
matter, and comes with pain and great 
discomfort, but as our Lord Jesus Christ 
said of His own Passion: When a wom-
an is in labor, she has pain because 
her hour has come. But when she has 
brought forth the child, she no longer 
remembers her distress because of her 
joy that a human being is born into the 
world.” (John 16:21)

In his remarks on presenting the 
Award, National Commander Limbera-
kis paid tribute to His Beatitude Metro-
politan Epiphaniy and declared that “in 
his person we also honor the faithful 
Ukrainian People and their struggle for 
religious independence, self-determina-
tion, and the crowning achievement of 

Metropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine Receives Athenagoras Award

Archbishop Elpidophoros Presides
at Investiture of 24 New Archons

the Tomos of Autocephaly for the Or-
thodox Church of Ukraine.”

Dr. Limberakis noted that, “by the 
grace of God and with the spiritual lead-
ership of Metropolitan Epiphaniy, the 
centuries-old dream of a united auto-
cephalous Orthodox Church in Ukraine 
is now a reality and Ukraine is now on 
the path to a unified Orthodox witness 
for this noble and historic Orthodox 
People. Critical to this path of unity for 
the Orthodox Church of Ukraine was 
the actual granting of the Tomos of Au-
tocephaly, the certificate of autocephaly 
if you will, issued earlier this year by 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, under the 
inspired leadership of the spiritual father 
of us all, His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew.”

Dr. Limberakis asked, “Ladies and 
gentlemen, brother Archons, why has 
the Order of St. Andrew taken such a 
strong position in support of autoceph-
aly for Ukraine? Why did we sponsor 
an International Townhall Conference 
Call in support of Autocephaly? Why 
did the Order publish an eBook on the 
historical and canonical underpinnings 
of Ukrainian Autocephaly and why did 
the Order in fact, select His Beatitude to 
receive the highest Orthodox Christian 
recognition in America, the Athenago-
ras Human Rights Award? It’s simple: 
the Ecumenical Patriarch has the pre-
rogative and the responsibility of grant-
ing autocephaly status to local churches 
based on Canon 28 passed by the Fourth 
Ecumenical Council in Chalcedon in 
451, that’s 1,568 years ago! And we 
as Archons must defend that preroga-
tive, as WE are THE Defenders of the 
Faith…. That’s who we are and that’s 
what we do!” 

Accepting the Award, Metropolitan 
Epiphaniy stated: “If this award were 
for me alone, I would hardly dare to ac-

The Exarch of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate, Archbishop Elpidophoros, 
with Metropolitan Epiphaniy attending, 
presided at the Investiture of 24 new Ar-
chons, after the Divine Liturgy at Holy 
Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral, on 
Sunday, Oct. 20.

His Eminence told the new Ar-
chons: “Today is truly a day of rejoicing 
in the Church, for we embrace new Ar-
chons of the Ecumenical Throne – new 
defenders of the Faith, who have com-
mitted themselves to the Great Church 
of Christ with all their heart, soul and 
mind.”

The Archbishop also stated: “As 
you wear the Archon cross, the insignia 
of your devotion, so you will be called 
to bear the Cross of the Lord, and to live 
sacrificially for the Mother Church of 

Constantinople.”
He concluded: “Your Office as an 

Archon is part of the healing, an anti-
dote to the poisons of duplicity and 
falsehood that is being perpetrated in 
the Church today. Embrace your Of-
fikion with that joy of the Resurrection! 
It is none other than His All-Holiness 
himself who chose the title for you, out 
of his love for you and appreciation of 
your dedication to the Great Church of 
Christ. You are all most worthy of this 
noble honor!”

The National Commander Dr. An-
thony J. Limberakis, explained: “The 
Archons represent the nobility of the 
Church, both in Byzantine and mod-
ern times, and with this noble charac-

 To  page 25  To  page 25

Archbishop Elpidophoros of America with Order of St. Andrew Executive Committee members and the 
Archon Class of 2019. 

Metropolitan Epiphaniy accepts the Athenagoras Human Rights Award by Archbishop Elpidophoros and National Commander Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, at 
the New York Hilton Midtown.

John Mindala  photo

John Mindala  photo



NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 201910

TOLL-FREE: 800-223-5570 Email: info@homerictours.com

www.HomericTours.com

All of Us at Homeric Tours
extend warm greetings

to all our customers
and the Omogeneia

we have served for the last 50 years

M�ry Chr�tm�
Ha�y �d Prosp��s

New Ye� 2020!
M�ry Chr�tm�

Ha�y �d Prosp��s
New Ye� 2020!

Archdiocesan Council

Introduction 
The St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 

Church and National Shrine project is 
back on track coming to a halt in 2016.

In his comments about the project, 
Archdiocesan Council Vice Chairman 
John Catsimatidis was blunt and to the 
point as to why the project had col-
lapsed.

“Squandered is the nicest word I 
can use,” he said. More than $12 million 
had been spent on architects, lawyers 
and designers and part of that had been 
squandered.” Some $20 million that 
had been pledged was never collected 
because of mismanagement, he added. 
With every change order that had been 
made in the original plans, costs began 
to spiral beyond the original estimate.

“If you don’t know what you’re do-
ing and if you don’t have the right ex-
perts on your side to protect the Church, 
then contractors and builders will take 
advantage of you and this is what hap-
pened.”

He said because of mismanage-
ment, “a terrible job was done of super-
vising and managing the contractors. 
For every change order that was made 
they took us to the cleaners.”

Catsimatidis noted that “all of us 
were very, very embarrassed. The gov-
ernor and Port Authority were embar-
rassed. They were five minutes away 
from taking the entire project away for 
us, foreclosing on us and giving it to 
someone else.”

However, Catsimatidis and other 
high profile Greek American leaders 
met with Gov. Andrew Cuomo who 
agreed to appoint a commission, “The 
Friends of St. Nicholas” that has been 
working in conjunction with the Arch-
diocese, St. Nicholas parish and others 
directly involved with seeing the project 
to its completion.

As a result, through the efforts sev-
eral Church leaders, including Fr. Alex-
ander Karloutsos, who has raised more 
than $45 million for completion of the 
St. Nicholas project, and several million 
from others within and outside of the 
Greek Orthodox community, the project 
is back on track with a completion target 
date of Sept. 11, 2021.

Efforts to garner support from out-
side the Greek Orthodox community 
have been undertaken by George Gigi-
cos, former Trump presidential cam-
paign organizer, and Mark Arey, former 
head of the Hellenic Initiative.

Archdiocese officials also had been 
working with CBS “60 Minutes” an-
chor Scott Pelley to showcase the proj-
ect, which is on hold pending the restart 
of construction.

Text of the Report on the Rebuild-
ing of the St. Nicholas National Shrine 
presented to the Archdiocesan Council 
on Oct. 17.

The St. Nicholas National Shrine 
project is perhaps the most important 
cultural and social statement of the 
Greek Orthodox Church since Arch-
bishop Iakovos marched in Selma with 
Dr. Martin Luther King. The fact that 
our beloved St. Nicholas Church was 
destroyed in the horrific terrorist attacks 
of Sept. 11th  when thousands of our fel-

St. Nicholas Church & National 
Shrine Project Resumes

low citizens were murdered by terror-
ists filled with religious hatred places 
an enormous responsibility on all our 
shoulders.

As we struggled to preserve the right 
to rebuild our Church, we faced many 
obstacles, but we overcame them all, 
with the help of unsung heroes whose 
names would be familiar to you all. We 
commenced construction in hope, even 
with the soaring costs that were deter-
mined by the very cost of building in the 
single most expensive site in the United 
States, Ground Zero. The generosity 
of the community was unprecedented: 
over $47 million raised, with $9 million 
remaining in outstanding pledges. Such 
a feat has never been accomplished by 
our Church.

Yet, we must face the truth that 
we stumbled. Leadership failed. There 
were improprieties, incompetent man-
agement, bad decisions, and ultimately 
a nearly two-year work-stoppage that 
has severely hurt the image of our effort 
and embarrassed the Greek Orthodox 
Community nationwide.

But this is not the end of our story. 
We are a Church that believes in Resur-
rection above all else, and St. Nicholas 
National Shrine will be completed and 
rise at ground zero as a monument of 
love, faith, and forgiveness. Allow me 
to share with you the steps currently in 
process that will bring us to a bright and 
brilliant conclusion.

First: we now possess a new struc-
ture responsible for the construction, the 
“Friends of St. Nicholas,” an indepen-
dent non-profit based on accountabil-
ity and transparency, and which now 
has the responsibility to complete the 
Shrine.

Committee members are:
Archbishop Elpidophoros (hon-

orary chairman), Fr. Alex Karlout-
sos (spiritual advisor), Dennis Mehiel 
(chairman), Mike Psaros, (vice chair-
man), Maria Allwin, John Calamos, 
John Catsimatidis, Chrysa Demos, John 
Georges, George Marcus, George Mi-
haltses, John Payiavlas, Dean Spanos, 
George Stamboulidis, Andrew Venio-
poulos (project executive) and Michael 

 To  page 16

At the October Archdiocesan Council meeting, Fr. 
Alexander Karloutsos discusses the status of efforts 
to restart work on the monumental project.

GOA/D.Panagos photo
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Lothrop Associates LLP
Architecture | Interior Design | Planning

John Anastasiou, AIA
T: 914-495-4296
C: 914-262-3695

www.lothropassociates.com

“Proudly Serving Religious Clients Since 1967 with extensive experience 
in new churches, classrooms, community centers, and renovation work.”

Church of Our Saviour, Rye, New York

White Plains         •         Connecticut         •         New Jersey         •         Rochester

(Top to bottom) Archbishop Elpidophoros, assisted by several Archdiocese clergy, presides at the aghiasmo 
service at the future church and shrine before a gathering of faithful, Port Authority officials and others. 
Inside the building, His Eminence offers a brief statement emphasizing the importance of completing the 
church and national shrine for the edification of many people. To enhance the site currently under con-
struction, the Port Authority created this mural to raise the awareness of passersby to the Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine.

 NEW YORK – Orthodox faithful 
around the world and in the Archdiocese 
celebrated the feast day of St. Nicholas, 
the Wonderworker, archbishop of Myra 
in Lycia.

Archbishop Elpidophoros presided 
at the Archieratical Divine Liturgy at 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine 
Church in Flushing, N.Y., perhaps the 
largest parish in the Archdiocese, where 
hundreds of faithful came to worship. 

Fr. Paul Palesty, the parish prois-
tamenos, read the Archbishop’s the St. 
Nicholas Feast Day encyclical.

In his homily, the Archbishop about 
the blessed life of St. Nicholas and his 
example for us in today’s circumstances. 
“… we call upon St. Nicholas in a spe-
cial way at his feast today. We ask that 
he intercede; that he would show us the 
power of God; that he would prove to 
us, again and again, the truth of Christ’s 
words. Sharing his same spirit of faith, 
‘we also believe, and we speak.’ We 
proclaim our faith, that the Lord who 

glorified St. Nicholas will raise up his 
fallen church to glory once more.”

Later in the afternoon, Archbishop 
Elpidophoros visited the World Trade 
Center construction site of St. Nicholas 
Church and National Shrine and offici-
ated at a blessing and sanctification of 
the water service (Agiasmos) in front of 
the building. (Photos at left)

The Archbishop and the faithful in 
attendance entered the structure for the 
blessing. He sprinkled sanctified water 
upon the people and the structure. He 
addressed the gathering and reiterated 
his confidence in the church’s comple-
tion: “I have complete and utter confi-
dence that God is raising up His mighty 
hand to help us complete this divine 
work. 

We will move forward with all 
necessary openness and transparency 
and complete our mission here at the 
World Trade Center, to rebuild St. Nich-
olas Church and make of it a national 
shrine.”

Archbishop Presides at 
Flushing Church

Orthodox Observer photo
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By Barbara Pasalis

CHICAGO – The Metropolis of 
Chicago Philoptochos hosted the 17th 
Biennial National Philoptochos Chil-
dren’s Medical Fund Luncheon Nov. 
16, with more than 1,150 guests attend-
ing.

They included Archbishop El-
pidophoros, Metropolitan Nathanael of 
Chicago, Philoptochos Spiritual Advi-
sor Bishop Apostolos of Medeia, Na-
tional President Maria Logus, and the 
Metropolis of Chicago Philoptochos 
Society for an inspirational afternoon of 
agape. 

The luncheon raised more than 
$500,000 for innovative research pro-
grams at pediatric hospitals throughout 
the United States and organizations with 
special programs that care for children 
with critical and life threatening illness-
es and disabilities.

Nearly $300,000 was disbursed to 
17 programs situated within the Me-
tropolis of Chicago at the luncheon. The 
remaining funds will be disbursed in the 
coming year to programs throughout the 
country, leading up to the 2020 National 
Philoptochos Convention in Cleveland.

The Kids Helping Kids project was 
a new initiative this year. Young people 
in churches throughout the Metropo-
lis of Chicago sponsored ‘lemon-aid’ 
stands and other fundraisers during the 
months leading up to the luncheon. The 
youth raised over $20,000 in support of 
the program. 

This is another example of Philop-
tochos engaging our youth in philan-
thropy. Andrea Darlas, award-winning 
Chicago media personality, served as 
emcee for the afternoon. Fr. Mark Mu-
noz, Proistamenos of Holy Anargyroi 
Sts. Cosmas & Damianos Church in 
Rochester, Minn., was the guest speaker 
and inspired the guests with personal 
reflections of his 5 year-old daughter’s 
battle with cancer. A grown-up and 
healthy Nina Munoz, followed her fa-
ther, greeted the audience, and filled the 
room with love and thanksgiving for the 
work of the Children’s Medical Fund.

Jeffrey Michals, husband of the 
late Anastasia Michals, 2017 Children’s 
Medical Fund Chair, received a recog-
nition and honor in her memory, and 
shared touching and heartfelt reminis-
cences of her work in Philoptochos. 
Finally, the audience was entertained 
during the luncheon by Philoptochos 

Friends in Music, which presented a 
medley of Chicago and American fa-
vorites. 

The following 17 organizations re-
ceived grants:

• Anchored in Hope, Lake For-
est, Ill., $16,198.50. Project:  Licensed 
Nursing Staff and Medical Supplies for 
Camp Hope for Children with Special 
Needs, Child’s Voice, Wood Dale, Ill., 
$25,000 Project:  Child’s Voice Early 
Intervention (EI) Program for Children 
with and at-risk for hearing loss, Ely-
ssa’s Mission, Northbrook, Ill., $11,520, 
Project: Elyssa’s Mission Evidence-
Based Signs of Suicide (SOS) Program 
in New Middle and/or High Schools in 
Plainfield School District 202

• Hadley School for the Blind, 
Winnetka, Ill., $16,298, Project:  Had-
ley Distance Learning for Visually Im-
paired Youth 

•  Mercy Home for Boys and Girls, 
Chicago, $20,000, Project:  Health and 
Safety Programming to address the is-
sues of homelessness and the opioid cri-
sis by providing a safe, nurturing resi-
dential treatment home

•  Special Education District of Lake 
County (SEDOL) Foundation, Gages 
Lake, Ill., $15,000, Project:  Weekend 
Backpack Program for special needs 
children ages 3–22

•  John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of 
Cook County, Chicago, $21,600, Proj-
ect:  Car Seats Save Lives

•  University of Illinois at Chicago 
College of Medicine,  $22,450

•  Illinois Eye and Ear Infirmary 
(IEEI), Chicago, Project:  Identification 

of Demographic and Family Related 
Factors That Impede Successful Imple-
mentation of Amblyopia Treatment in 
Chicago-Area Children

• Beacon Children’s Hospital, 
South Bend, Ind., $13,071.30, Project: 
Improving Care for Critically Ill Chil-
dren and Premature Babies

•  Mental Health America of North-
west Indiana, Hammond, Ind., $10,000, 
Project:  Parents as Teachers (PAT)/Em-
powering Teens as Parents (ETAP)

• Unity Point Health, St. Luke’s 
Foundation, Sioux City, Iowa, $25,000, 
Project:  Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU) Patient Monitors Project

• Fairview Foundation, St. Paul, 
Minn., $15,136, Project:  Diagnosing 
and Treating Infant Hearing Loss in Ru-
ral Minnesota

• Hennepin Health Foundation, 
Minneapolis, $13,261.50, Project:  Pro-
moting Infant Safe Sleep Conditions for 
Families Experiencing Poverty

• Family Forward, Brentwood 
Children’s Home, St. Louis, $15,000, 
Project:  Specialized Bathtub for Non-

Chicago Hosts 17th National CMF Luncheon, $500,000 Raised

Ambulatory Children
• University of Missouri Health 

Care, Columbia, Mo, $5,000, Project:  
Neonatal Outreach Education Program

• Children’s Hospital of Wiscon-
sin, Milwaukee, Wis., 12,500, Project:  
Child Life Services:  Non-Pharmaco-
logical Pain Management

•  Rogers Behavioral Health Foun-
dation, Oconomowoc, Wis., $25,000, 
Project:  Expanding Specialized Mental 
Health Treatment for Children and Ado-
lescents at Rogers Behavioral Outpa-
tient Clinic in Appleton, Wis.

Visit the National Philoptochos 
website for more information on these 
projects. National Philoptochos’ pro-
found thanks go to the many sponsors 
and stewards, without whose generos-
ity this event would not have been pos-
sible. Heartfelt thanks to Metropolis of 
Chicago President and Luncheon Chair 
Pam Argyris; Co-Chairs Irene Arsonia-
dis, Georgia Sarlas, and Marilyn Tzakis; 
and their dedicated committees for an 
enormously successful and heartwarm-
ing event. 

Front Row, L to R: His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia, Spritual Advisor of Philoptochos; His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America; His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael of Chicago; Maria Logus, 
National Philoptochos President
Standing, L to R: Marilyn Tzakis, Luncheon Co-Chair; Pamela Argyris, President Metropolis of Chicago 
Philoptochos and Luncheon Chair; Irene Arsoniadis, Luncheon Co-Chair; Georgia Sarlas, Luncheon Co-Chair

“Alone we can do so little; together 
we can do so much.”

Quoting the words of Helen Keller, 
thus began Archbishop Elpidophoros’ 
address at the 17th Biennial National 
Philoptochos Children’s Medical Fund 
Luncheon. He proceeded to charm the 
audience when he extended the refer-
ence, calling it the Koulouraki Effect. 
“This occurs when a member of Philop-
tochos makes cookies for a bake sale. 
It can be in Portland, Maine; or Troy, 
Michigan; or Bakersfield, California. 
One plate of koulourakia, by itself, does 
not amount to much. But each small 
plate, together with all the others, adds 
up to a great banquet of love. This is 
the “Koulouraki Effect”: when a small 
cookie makes a big difference—in a 
child receiving treatment; in a fam-
ily keeping their home; in research that 
saves young lives.”

“An army of agape”
His Eminence continued addressing 

the women: “Nothing you do is small or 
insignificant. Each fashion show, each 
festival of tables, each coffee hour that 
you host, has great value. Each member 
of Philoptochos has great value. This 
is because you work together, in every 
parish, in every Metropolis, and across 
our Archdiocese. You are an “army of 
ἀγάπη” that conquers pain and anguish 

through generosity and kindness. You 
are a model of cooperation and collabo-
ration for our Church.”

With these words, His Eminence 
inspired the women of Philoptochos to 
work together and redouble their efforts 
to do even more to serve the most frag-
ile members of society. Archbishop El-
pidophoros precisely captured the pow-
er of Philoptochos. Organized on the 
parish, metropolis and national levels, 
Philoptochos can harness the support 
of over 25,000 members to assist indi-
viduals who need our support and agape 
across the country and across the world. 

The Archbishop finished his ad-
dress by announcing that he has dedi-
cated the Sunday of the Good Samari-
tan (8th Sunday of Luke) as National 
Philoptochos Sunday.  This will be a 
day to celebrate Philoptochos and share 
the news of our philanthropic work in 
our communities. Perhaps you will 
sponsor a community-wide project to 
benefit Feed the Hungry, Operation 
Classroom, or another local program; or 
present an educational program on Bul-
lying; perhaps you will serve a beautiful 
coffee hour, present a PowerPoint pre-
sentation to inform the community of 
the many programs Philoptochos sup-

Archbishop’s Address to the Luncheon

Diane Alexander White photos
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HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGES:

• Tailor made itineraries to any of our unique destinations. • European Honeymoon & Wedding specialists
• European Family Vacations. • Customized European Group Travel.

• Specialists in Greek Orthodox groups to the Holy Land, Constantinople & Greece.

JOIN US ON OUR GREEK ORTHODOX PILGRIMAGES & CULTURAL TOURS:

Visit us at: www.GreekOrthodoxPilgrimages.com 

Specialists in Travel to Greece, Croatia, Portugal, Spain, Turkey, Israel, Cyprus & Jordan

31 09 Newtown Ave. Long Island City, NY 11102
Tel.: (718) 721-3808 Toll Free: 1-800-223-7880
Fax: (718) 795-4356 E-mail: info@cloudtours.com

www.cloudtours.com

HOLY LAND & CONSTANTINOPLE:

April 28 - May 7, 2020
led by  Fr. Stephen Karcher
Of St. Anthony Church in Reno, NV
May 18 - 26, 2020
led by Fr. Philemon Patitsas
of St. Katherine Church in Naples, FL
June 11 - 20, 2020
led by Fr. Sotirios Dimitriou
of Assumption Church in Homer Glen, IL

March 22 - April 2, 2020 
led by Rev. Dr. Christopher T. Metropulos 
director of O.C.N. and Rev. Dr. Steven P. Zorzos
 of St. Sophia Cathedral in Washington D.C.

Καλά Χριστούγεννα 
Ευτυχισμένο το Nέο Έτος 2020

GOARCH has had a review of its finance function performed by an indepen-
dent accounting firm and its Audit Committee to ensure the highest levels of gover-
nance, segregation of duties and authorization of expenditures.

GOARCH is committed to full transparency with its faithful and with govern-
mental authorities, and will continue to cooperate fully with them with respect to 
Mr. Dimitriou’s arrest.

Statement on the Arrest of  Jerry Dimitriou
  from page 3

  from previous page
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SYOSSET, N.Y. – At the invitation 
of Metropolitan Tikhon, head of the Or-
thodox Church in America, Archbishop 
Elpidophoros and a delegation from the 
Archdiocese visited OCA headquarters 
on Long Island, Nov. 4.

Accompanying His Eminence were 
Bishop Apostolos of Medeia, chief sec-
retary of the Holy Eparchial Synod; 
Protopresbyter Alexander Karloutsos, 
vicar general of the Archdiocese;  Arch-
priest Nicholas Kazarian and Nicholas 
Anton of the Archdiocese Office of 
Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical, and Inter-
faith Relations; and Deacon Eleftherios 
Constantine.

In attendance from the Orthodox 
Church in America were Archbishop 
Michael of New York, secretary of the 
Holy Synod, Archpriest Alexander 
Rentel, chancellor, Protopresbyter Leo-
nid Kishkovsky, director of External 
Affairs, and Archdeacon Joseph Matu-
siak, secretary to the Metropolitan.

Metropolitan Tikhon welcomed the 
Archbishop Elpidophoros to St Sergius 
of Radonezh Chapel. After venerat-
ing the altar and the relics of the North 
American saints, Metropolitan Tikhon 
officially welcomed Archbishop El-
pidophoros and presented him with an 
icon of the Valaam Mother of God.

“With brotherly love, and great 
joy, I welcome Your Eminence to the 
Chancery of the Orthodox Church in 
America. It has been my honor in the 

past to host your predecessor, Arch-
bishop Demetrios, and I am confident 
that my visit to the headquarters of the 
Greek Archdiocese and your visit here 
today will build upon the friendship we 
have developed over the years, and that 
we can look forward to a long and fruit-
ful relationship as our churches look 
to work together for the Glory of God 
and the encouragement of the flock we 
lead.”

In turn, His Eminence addressed the 
following words to Metropolitan Tik-
hon, “I am personally very happy to be 
here today because I feel that we have 
a very good friendship from the time I 
was Metropolitan and I had the joy and 
pleasure to host and welcome you to my 
monastery in Halki in Constantinople. 
And now, I see this new visit we have 
today as a continuation of our good 
friendship, and brotherhood that we 
have established throughout the years. I 
am sure these good relations will con-
tinue; let’s pray to see where this good 
friendship and love with guide us.”

Lengthy discussions on various top-
ics of mutual interest took place during a 
luncheon in the Chancery dining room.
Among the matters discussed were the 
current and future relations, and dia-
logue between the Orthodox Church in 
America and the Ecumenical Patriarch; 
the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops of the USA; and the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate in Turkey.

OCA Metropolitan Welcomes Archbishop

GOA/D.Panagos photo

ports, and put out a Basket of Love so 
that the community can provide funds to 
help the needy. There are myriad ways 
to celebrate Philoptochos in your com-
munities.

This will not detract from the cel-
ebration of the feast day of our patron 
saints, Ss. Cosmas and Damianos, in 
November when Philoptochos chapters 

throughout the nation hold an annual 
collection to benefit the philanthropic 
work of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
That will not change. We remain com-
mitted to this important ministry of 
Philoptochos.

Archbishop Elpidophoros conclud-
ed his remarks with a prayer for many 
years of life for the women of Philopto-
chos, and service together, in peace and 
in love.

Archbishop’s Address to the CMF Luncheon

His Eminence with Metropolitan Tikhon
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NEW YORK – Archbishop Elpi-
dophoros has appointed Dr. Anastasios 
Koularmanis, previously the St. Deme-
trios Greek American School superin-
tendent in Astoria, as the new director 
of Greek Education.

Dr. Anastasios Koularmanis began 
his career as an educator for the NYC 
Department of Education in 1992 and 
transferred to the Hicksville School 
District in 1996. He received his tenure 
in 1999.

On Feb. 1, 1999 he joined St. 
Demetrios School as the assistant prin-
cipal and, shortly after, was named su-
pervising principal.

During his 20 years as the school 
system’s chief administrator, Koularma-
nis raised the bar for Greek-American 
education in the United States. Under 
his administration, St. Demetrios has 
won recognition as a top Greek-Amer-
ican parochial school, and as one of the 
best such schools in the city.

As an educational leader, he con-
tinually upgrades school programs and 
curriculum to meet each student’s needs 
for an excellent education.

Graduates from the high school 
have been accepted to some of the 
most prestigious universities, includ-
ing Yale, Columbia, Barnard, Cooper 
Union, Rensselaer, NYU, and Sophie 
Davis Medical School.

Many of these students received 
full scholarships to these universities.

The school has won many honors 
and Greece has recognized it as a lead-

ing education institution abroad.  The 
school’s prestige has attracted distin-
guished visitors including Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew, Prime Minis-
ters Mitsotakis, Samaras and Tsipras, 
dignitaries, politicians and noted ath-
letes. 

Benefactors have pledged their sup-
port for the vision and mission of St. 
Demetrios under Koularmanis’ leader-
ship.

More than $3 million dollars in 
donations and grants have come from 
benefactors including the Niarchos 
Foundation, Dr. Apostolos Tambakis, 
NYC State Department of Education, 
and DYCD.

Koularmanis was born in Toronto, 
Canada to Demetrios and Areti Koular-
manis from Tripoli, Arcadia.  Upon his 
birth, his family relocated to Corona, 
NY. 

New Greek Education Director Named

By George Schira

NEW YORK - Archbishop El-
pidophoros and Leadership 100 Execu-
tive Committee members and trustees 
met for the first time Nov. 7-8.

He inspired both groups with his 
forthright manner and vision for the 
Church’s future.

Formally welcomed by Leadership 
100 Chairman Argyris Vassiliou, the 
Archbishop praised the organization for 
perpetuating the legacy of Archbishop 
Iakovos and providing generous support 
of the Archdiocese for 35 years.

“Your dedication to the legacy of 
Archbishop  Iakovos of Blessed Mem-
ory, your Founder  and  my inspiration,  
gives me great  hope in taking up the 
awesome responsibilities of leading the 
Church  in America. I want to assure 
you that  the Ecumenical  Patriarch and 
I are both aware of the generous support  
Leadership 100 has offered to the Arch-
diocese and to the National Ministries. 
We should always be mindful  that  we 
are  ONE  Archdiocese  here  in  Ameri-
ca working together for the perpetuation 
of our Orthodox  Faith and Hellenism. 
Leadership 100 continues to play a vital 
role,” His Eminence stated. 

The Archbishop reported  that the 
Archdiocese is back on course and fi-
nancially stable and that efforts to revi-
talize Hellenic College Holy Cross and 
complete St. Nicholas Church and Na-
tional Shrine were making progress.

However, he added a word of cau-
tion. “We are faced with numerous chal-
lenges all around us. We need to address 
these challenges head¬ on, bolstered 
by our faith and heritage. The Church 
needs your honesty, your integrity and 
your fighting spirit,” he added.

Archdiocesan Council Vice Chair-

man John A. Catsimatidis, also a Lead-
ership 100 Executive Committee mem-
ber, reported that concerted efforts were 
underway to collect on pledges for re-
building St. Nicholas and he thanked 
Leadership 100 for its generous support.

Trutees and officers elected
Nominating Committee Chairman 

John A. Payiavlas presented the slate 
of nominees, the Board then elected, 
including Chairman  Argyris Vassiliou 
and Vice Chairman Demetrios G. Logo-
thetis, both to their second two-year 
terms. The Board also elected the highly 
respected and accomplished secretary, 
Kassandra Romas, to serve as treasurer, 
filling the position of the late Thomas G. 
Jordan, and long-serving and dedicated 
Trustee Maria Allwin as secretary, elect-
ing her to the Executive Committee to 
fill the seat of Theodore Zampetis, who, 
after many years of dedicated service 
stepped down due to family obligations.

A second board member, Christo-
pher Pappas of the Denver Metropolis, 
was elected to the Executive Commit-
tee, to fill Thomas Jordan’s seat.

Five members were elected to the 
Board of Trustees, Chrysa Demos (San 
Francisco Metropolis), Lily Katos (Di-
rect Archdiocesan District), Stavro 
Soussou (New Jersey), John  Stratakis 
(D.A.D.) and Theodore Theophilos 
(Chicago).

Chairman Vassiliou recognized the 
service of three Board members whose 
terms expired: Froso Beys (D.A.D.), 
Kyriakos Tsakopoulos (San Francisco) 
and Eliana Papadakis (New Jersey).

In addition, the chairman an-
nounced that Michael Bapis replaced 
Demetrios Logothetis as the Audit 
Committee chairman and that Justin 
Bozonelis replaced John Sitilides as 
Grant Committee chairman.

Archbishop, L-100 Leaders Hold First Meeting

The Scholarships Committee of 
the Archdiocese has awarded a record 
amount of scholarship funds for the cur-
rent academic year 2019-20, from three 
scholarship programs. 

Gioles Scholarship
The George & Naouma Gioles 

Scholarship Fund was established in 
1997 with a generous gift from Mar-
ian Gioles in memory of her beloved 
parents, to honor their commitment to 
the Orthodox faith, their love for their 
Hellenic heritage, and their desire to 
help those who are orphaned or in need. 
Scholarships are awarded annually 
to Greek Orthodox students commit-
ted to serious study in degree-earning 
undergraduate programs at accredited 
colleges or universities in the United 
States.  To date, the Gioles Scholarship 
has given out over $175,000 since its in-
ception in 1999.  Ten scholarships were 
awarded to the following students: Pan-
ayiotis Christodoulides (Hillborough, 
NJ), Hannah Garland (Virginia Beach, 
VA), Eleni Haramis (Williamsburg, 
VA), Christina Kallinosis (Rahway, 
NJ), Napoleon Kanari (Volo, IL), Eleni 
Marinos (Lancaster, PA), Melina Mitso-
giorgakis (Staten Island, NY), Elefthe-
ria Qatapi (Ocean City, MD), Nicholas 
Tsaharidis (Branson, MO), and Aristotle 

Vainikos (Orland Park, IL).
Malta Scholarship
The Katina John Malta Scholarship 

Fund was established in 2002 through a 
generous gift from the estate of Katina 
John Malta, in recognition of the love 
she had for the Church and to honor her 
desire to help others, especially children 
and youth of the Orthodox Christian 
faith. As a reflection of the pan-Ortho-
dox nature of the scholarship program, 
these awards are open to students from 
all the jurisdictions of the Assembly 
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the 
United States of America. This year, 24 
scholarships were granted to the follow-
ing students: Scout Baker (Chicago, IL), 
Alexandra Benc (Watchung, NJ), Anas-
tasia Benc (Watchung, NJ), Taras-Mi-
chael Butrie (Grand Blank, MI), Panay-
iotis Christodoulides (Hillborough, NJ), 
Phivos Christodoulides (Hillborough, 
NJ), Stavroula Eliadis (Somerville, 
MA), Stefanos Eugenis (Ocean Town-
ship, NJ), Hannah Garland (Virginia 
Beach, VA), Eleni Haramis (Williams-
burg, VA), Georgios Haramis (Wil-
liamsburg, VA), Napoleon Kanari (Voli, 
IL), Celine Khashram (Valley Park, 
MO) Panayiotis Logothetis (Woodcliff 

Scholarship Awards Announced
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NEW YORK – Fr. Gary Kyriacou, 
pastor of St. Demetrios Church in Ca-
marillo, Calif., was named director of 
Ionian Village on Nov. 26.

Fr. Gary brings a great deal of expe-
rience from a variety of responsibilities 
that will continue to drive the dynamic 
ministry of Ionian Village. Ionian Vil-
lage participants will benefit from his 
many years of parish service, leadership 
and service to various ministries of the 
Metropolis of San Francisco, Hellenic 
College Holy Cross School of Theol-
ogy, and the Archdiocese. Fr. Kyriacou 
has over 30 years of summer camp and 
youth ministry program experience with 
the Metropolis of San Francisco camp 
programs of St. Sophia Camp, St. Nich-
olas Ranch, and Ascension Cathedral 
Camp Ravencliff. He also served the Io-
nian Village program in 2016 and 2018.

Fr. Gary is married to Presvytera 
Christina (Platis) and they have three 
children. He received his Master of Di-
vinity degree from Holy Cross School 
of Theology in 2001, following which 
he was ordained to the Diaconate (May 
27, 2001) and to the Holy Priesthood 
(Sept. 9, 2001). Prior to his studies at 
Holy Cross, Fr. Gary received his Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Film Production 
and Screenwriting from California State 
University – Northridge.

 He also had served as assistant 
priest at the Ascension Cathedral in 
Oakland, Calif. In July 2008, Metropol-
itan Gerasimos appointed Fr. Kyriacou 
as chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the Greek Folk Dance and Choral Festi-
val (FDF) Board.

New Ionian Village 
Director Named

New Chancellor
Fr. Andreas Vithoulkas was named the Archdiocese 
chancellor in October, succeeding Bishop Andonios 
of Phasiane who continues to serve as director of 
St.Michael’s Home. Fr. Vithoulkas was pastor of 
Resurrection Church in Brookville, N.Y., prior to being 
named to his new position, He previously served par-
ishes that include Holy Trinity Church, Bridgeport, 
Conn., and St. Paul’s Cathedral, Hempstead, N.Y. He 
served as a deacon in the Archdiocese Chancellor’s 
Office under then Chancellor Bishop Savas

Orthodox Observer  photo

SOMERSET, N.J. – Bishop Apos-
tolos of Medeia, accompanied by Nich-
olas Anton, director of the Department 
of Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Relations, represented Arch-
bishop Ellpidophoros at the Oct. 17 ban-
quet of the 22nd Sobor (clergy-laity) of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
United States.

The event included Ukrainian cul-
tural performances in dance and music.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
sent a message, and the bishop delivered 
remarks from the Archbishop.

Bishop Apostolos Attends 
Ukraine Sobor
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NEW YORK – Archbishop El-
pidophoros traveled to the Bahamas on 
Oct. 13 for a pastoral visit to areas re-
cently affected by Hurricane Dorian.

Leading a delegation from the 
Archdiocese, His Eminence celebrated 
a Hierarchal Divine Liturgy at Annun-
ciation of the Mother of God parish in 
Nassau. He also visited areas that sus-
tained extensive damage under the hur-
ricane’s force.

He also brought with him a 
$100,000 grant from Leadership 100 
for relief efforts in the aftermath of the 
hurricane, which the L-100 Executive 
Committee unanimously approved. 
Chairman Argyris Vassiliou presented 
the donation to His Eminence on Oct. 7.

The Archbishop-led delegation, 
which included International Orthodox 
Christian Charities representatives, per-
sonally ministered and delivered relief 
following an appeal for assistance from 
Fr. Irenaeus Jeffrey Cox, pastor of An-
nunciation Church in Nassau.

While the church was spared, the 
suffering of the inhabitants was of deep 
concern to His Eminence, who visited 
areas that sustained extensive damage.

Hurricane Dorian struck the Baha-
mas as a Category 5 hurricane, one of 
the strongest storms ever recorded in the 
Atlantic. Dorian brought storm surges 
and extreme wind, causing extensive 
destruction to property and infrastruc-
ture, and at least 56 deaths.

Hurricane Dorian struck the Baha-
mas as a Category 5 hurricane and one 
of the strongest storms ever recorded 
in the Atlantic. Dorian brought storm 
surges and extreme wind, causing ex-
tensive destruction to property and in-
frastructure, as well as at least 50 deaths 
with many more missing. The islands of 
Abaco and Grand Bahama were most 
heavily affected.

We  bring our consolation and tan-
gible assistance, and seek together how 
to help with their needs and concerns 
over the long-term recovery. They are 
all our sisters and brothers, and our 
hearts are open wide to be of service to 
them in Christ,” Archbishop Elpidopho-
ros commented at the outset of the visit. 

Archbishop Makes Archpastoral Visit to Bahamas, Brings $100,000 L-100 Grant

Archbishop Elpidophoros greets Governor General Cornelius Alvin Smith of the Commonwealth of The 
Bahamas and presented him with an icon of the Holy Trinity from his enthronement.

His Eminence views the hurricane devastation from 
the air above Grand Bahama Island.

Orthodox Observer  photo

Gabriel Bayouk photo

Veterans honored
St. Demetrios Church in Seattle in November honored its parishioners who served in the different branches of the Armed 
Forces going all the way back to World War II.

Leadership 100 Chairman Argyris Vassiliou presents Archbishop Elpidophoros with a $100,000 check for 
aid to the hurricane-ravaged Bahamas. 

SQUAW VALLEY, Calif. - The 
Metropolis of San Francisco offered a 
Deacon’s Retreat at St. Nicholas Ranch 
and Retreat Center, Nov. 1-3.

The retreat welcomed deacons 
and diaconal candidates from the West 
Coast and Montana, Tennessee and Tex-
as. Under the direction of Metropolitan 
Gerasimos, this retreat provided training 
to enhance the deacons’ ministry, and to 
provide a basis for diaconal candidates 
studying at Holy Cross School of Theol-
ogy in Brookline, Mass.

In his opening remarks, the Metro-
politan commented, “This retreat is part 
of the ongoing formation and develop-
ment of your ministry as a deacon of the 
Church. I am always reminded of the 
words of Saint Ignatius of Antioch who, 
as he faced certain martyrdom in the are-
na said, ‘Now I am learning to be a dis-
ciple.’” He continued on to share, “Each 
stage of life has its issues and challenges 
for development. Each stage in our min-
istry has distinct issues and challenges. 

SF Metropolis Holds 
Retreat for Deacons

Metropolis Launches Ministry for H. S. Graduates
CHICAGO - The Metropolis of 

Chicago announced a new ministry for 
high school graduates called Lighthouse. 
Lighthouse aims to prepare campers 
for the social, emotional, practical, and 
spiritual challenges they will encounter 
in their college experience and beyond.

Named “Lighthouse,” the ministry 
was developed through the Metropolis’ 
Office of Youth & Young Adult Minis-
tries (Y2AM Chicago) and is intended 
to be the natural next step for campers 
who attended both St. Mary’s Orthodox 

Camp and Fanari Camp. The ministry 
will address and respond to the troubling 
reality that approximately 60 percent of 
youth are leaving Christianity (including 
the Orthodox Church) in America today.

Specifically, Lighthouse will orga-
nize, promote, and execute an annual 
camp staffed with clergy and laity trained 
to proactively engage the age group and 
foster an authentic sense of community 
among campers as Orthodox Christians. 
The first Lighthouse camp will run from 
June 7 - 14 at Carthage College
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Kavourias (legal counsel).
The “Friends of Saint Nicholas” 

already has a bank account at Atlantic 
Bank, controlled completely by Friends 
of St. Nicholas Shrine, separate from 
the Archdiocese, and one whose audits 
will be a public record.

We have engaged, pro bono, Rich-
ard Browne, Partner at Sterling Project 
Development, the developers and own-
ers of Citi Field, to be the COO (Chief 
Operating Officer) of Construction, a 
position that literally did not exist in the 
past and one which could have saved 
the project millions of dollars.

We have re-engaged with our great-
est ally, Steve Plate of the Port Author-
ity New York/New Jersey, as well as 
with Skanska Construction to continue 
work on St. Nicholas, along with all 
the sub-contractors. Architectural De-
signer Santiago Calatrava, along with 
architect-of-record Nick Koutsomitis, 
have completed the plans to reflect the 
cost-cutting measures of Archbishop 
Elpidophoros. Sub-contractors will be 
submitting bids shortly.  Once those 
bids have been received, the site will be 
prepped for construction and the final 
cost will be submitted.

Nevertheless, the two years that the 
project was shut down have not been 
without consequences. Water has infil-
trated the interstitial space beneath the 
platform at St. Nicholas. The mechani-
cal systems underneath the platform 
(which was built, as you recall, by the 
Port Authority at no expense to the 
Church) have been compromised and 

need to be replaced by breaking into a 
portion of the platform and replacing 
the damaged material.

This will commence as soon as 
possible, and is being underwritten by 
the Port Authority of New York/New 
Jersey, as it was their responsibility – 
it was the waterproofing at the Vehicle 
Security Center that led to this damage. 
Allow me to emphasize, there will be no 
cost to Friends of St. Nicholas to repair 
this damage.

The parish of St. Nicholas will be 
advised on the updates of construction 
on a regular basis.  COO of the project, 
Richard Browne, is in fact a board mem-
ber of the parish of St. Nicholas and is 
representing the parish to the Friends 
of Saint Nicholas, along with George 
Mihaltses, president of the St. Nicholas 
Parish Council.

In order to re-introduce the project 
to the American public at-large, we have 
been working with 60 Minutes and Scott 
Pelly for three years on a story about St. 
Nicholas that will air during this current 
TV season, sometime in early 2020. We 
must rebuild and repair our credibility, 
which has been damaged severely, but 
not destroyed altogether. In the process 
of this repair we expect to attract inter-
est and support from the wider society. 
To this end, the Friends of St. Nicholas 
are engaging with an initiative to fund-
raise outside the Greek-American com-
munity.

This initiative is being led by Mark 
Arey and George Gigicos, with the sup-
port of Jim Tsokanos and the firm, Dy-
namis Advisors. An initiative like this 
was never attempted in the past, and 
there is good reason to believe that a 
portion of the funding required to com-
plete St. Nicholas can be found outside 
our community.

This is important not only for the 
actual financial support, but for the 
educational and public relations aspect 
which will help to make the Shrine ap-
propriately relevant within our culture, 
which, of course, is its true and rightful 
place.

In conclusion, we fully expect that 
that construction can commence as soon 
as the platform and mechanicals are fin-
ished.

By God’s grace and the interces-
sions of St. Nicholas, we expect the date 
for the Θυρανοίξια – the Opening of 
the Doors, to be Twentieth Anniversary 
of 9/11 -- September 11, 2021.

St. Nicholas Project Resumes
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Administration 
Presiding Hierarch: Metropolitan Evan-
gelos
Chairman: Constantine (Gus) Caras
Dept. Leader: Bishop Andonios
Members: Bishop Apostolos, Elaine Al-
len, Fr. Nick Anctil, Fr. Timothy Bakakos, 
Fr. George Callos, Catherine Bouffides 
Walsh, Judge Theodore Bozonelis, 
George Behrakis, Stephen Cherpelis, Jim 
Gianakis, Larry Hotzoglou, Lou Kircos, 
Nicholas Kourtis, Paul Lillios, Maria 
Logus, D. Moschos, Professor Elias Pat-
savos. Alex Pritsos, Dr. Louis Roussalis, 
George Tsandikos, Savas Tsivicos, Dr. 
Ted Vlahos.

Communications
Presiding Hierarch: Metropolitan Na-
thanael
Chairman: Cliff Argue
Dept. Leader: Marissa Costidis
Members: Fr. Michael Kallaur, Stama-
tis N. Astra, John Catsimatidis, George 
Demos, John Metaxas, Haeda Mihaltses, 
Mike Manatos, Gus Pablecas, Paul Sogo-
tis, Dino Yotides

Finance 
Presiding Hierarch: Metropolitan Metho-
dios
Chairman: Lazaros Kircos 
Dept. Leader: Fr. Soterios Baroody
Members: V. Rev. Eugene Pappas, Very 

Rev. George Tsahakis, Fr. Theodore Bar-
bas, Fr. George Callos,  Fr. Jon Magou-
lias, Fr. Aris Metrakos, Deacon Paul Za-
haras, Leon Andris, Arthur Anton,  Peter 
Arbes, Michael Bapis, Stephen Cherpelis, 
Patrick Crosson, James C. Fountas, Ron 
Harb, Larry Hotzoglou, Ted Koinis, 
Keith Maib, Michael Psaros, Harry Rap-
takis, Dr. Louis Roussalis, Steven Sellas , 
Peter Skeadas, H. Steven Poulos, George 
Psefteas, Angelo Stamoulas, Ted Speros, 
Bill Vranas.
Stewardship, Outreach, Evangelism
Presiding Hierarch:  Metropolitan Nicho-
las

Archdiocesan Council Committee Members

NEW YORK – The Archdiocesan 
Council, the Executive, and Finance 
Committees approved the Archdiocesan 
budget for 2020 of $23,625,000 at the 
Council’s Oct. 17 meeting. (2020 Ad-
opted Budget) . The amount represents 
a very small increase over the $23.39 
million current year’s total.

Archbishop Elpidophoros ex-
pressed his appreciation for the work 
done by all to accomplish this important 
task.  “I am grateful to our people for all 
the effort put into crafting this budget.  It 
provides for notable changes in the cur-
rent needs of our Archdiocese while still 
being a balanced budget.  I am especial-
ly grateful for the support extended by 
our Synod, Executive Committee and 
full Archdiocesan Council for Hellenic 
College Holy Cross.”

The 2020 Total Commitment from 
parishes was increased 3 percent as 
needed to balance the current budget 
and as allowed by the 2018 Clergy La-

ity Congress; the first increase in three 
years.  The 2016 Congress previously 
approved an increase of 7.74 percent for 
2018.  That increase was eliminated in 
October 2017, saving parishes over $1.6 
million in Total Commitment payments 
to the Archdiocese.

In October 2017, the Archdiocese 
pledged to balance the budget and meet 
all financial commitments without in-
creasing the Total Commitment allo-
cations paid by parishes.  That pledge 
was met through careful cash, budget 
and expense controls established at the 
Archdiocese.  Implementing those con-
trols resulted in an operating excess of 
revenues over expenses in both 2018 
and for the six months ended June 30, 
2019 and continue to guide the budget-
ing process just completed for the 2020 
budget year.

Other notable changes to the bud-
get include increased support for the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate to a new total 
of $1.5 million – restoring a portion of 
the prior budget reduction.  The Hel-
lenic College/Holy Cross support was 
increased to $2.5 million – the largest in 
history and with the understanding that 
it may require a further increase during 
2020 to meet immediate cash needs of 
the School. 

The Archdiocesan Council and Ex-
ecutive Committee also passed resolu-
tions allowing a grant of up to $3.5 
million per year for up to five years to 
Hellenic College Holy Cross beginning 
with the School’s 2020/21 fiscal year to 
clearly exhibit the Archdiocese’s long-
term commitment to the School. Al-
though, long-term borrowings on a line 
of credit should not be necessary, the 
Archdiocesan Council, together with 
the Executive Committee and Finance 
Committee, also supported increasing 
the Archdiocese’s line of credit from 
$3 million to $5 million as an explicit 
demonstration of its ability to meet its 

$23.6 Million Budget for 2020 Receives Approval

Council Vice President John Catsimatidis

GOA/D.Panagos photo
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obligations on a timely basis.
In passing the budget, the Archdio-

cese also maintained the 2018 Congress’ 
directive by including an additional 
$1 million contribution to the pension 
plan in the 2020 budget. Other budget 
changes include increases for Internet 
Ministries and the Information Technol-
ogy portions of the budget.

Some departments experienced 
reductions in their budgets in order to 
maintain the balanced budget. Among 
them was the Orthodox Observer, 
which will no longer appear in printed 
form. 

This issue, November-December 
2019, will be the last issue to be printed 
after 48 years of continuous publication. 
The Observer will continue to appear 
online.

 In other matters, it was noted that 
interim June 30, 2019 financial state-
ments were provided to the Archdi-
ocesan Council covering the financial 
position, statement of activities (income 
statement) and statement of cash flows, 
together with a comparison to budget.  
This is the first time that this critical 

financial control was completed for an 
Archdiocesan Council meeting.

Importantly, the provided state-
ments confirmed that the budget had 
been met and only unrestricted funds 
were used to cover operating needs. 
In addition, the statements disclosed 
that $2 million borrowed on the line of 
credit was fully repaid at June 30, 2019 
demonstrating the current solid finan-
cial footing of the Archdiocese. Recent 
changes to the Archdiocese’s Regula-
tions require preparing and distributing 
interim financial statements on a regular 
basis. (see financial statements)

In closing, Archbishop Elpidopho-
ros stated “None of our progress is pos-
sible without the continued support of 
our parishes through their timely pay-
ments of Total Commitment allocations. 
The officers and I express deep appre-
ciation to our parishes for their ongoing 
support. 

In addition, we are committed to 
finding additional revenue sources be-
yond the Total Commitment program to 
fund the important needs of our Arch-
diocese.

$23.6 Million Budget for 2020 Receives Approval

Former White House Chief of Staff and Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus notes the 
recent success of Archbishop Demetrios in meeting with President Trump and other top national leaders 
in Washington as he displays a recent issue of the Orthodox Observer.

GOA/D.Panagos photo

GOA/D.Panagos photo

The Council approved the follow-
ing resolutions during their meetings.

• Authorized the chancellor, trea-
surer and CFO to negotiate an extension 
of the Archdiocese’s line of credit with 
Alma Bank, which currently stands at 
$3 million, to Jan. 2, 2 and to increase 
that credit line up to $5 million begin-
ning Jan. 3 to fund its commitments to 
Hellenic College Holy Cross School of 
Theology.

• Authorized a letter of commitment 
to HCHC indicating financial support 
of $3.5 million per year for up to five 

years.
• Approved signatory lists that in-

clude certain Executive Committee offi-
cers and other authorized individuals, as 
follows (bank signatory list) Archbishop 
Elpidophoros, Archdiocesan Chancellor 
Fr. Andreas Vithoulkas, Chief Financial 
Officer Fr. Sami (Soterios) Baroody 
and Treasurer Elaine Allen. (settlement 
signatory list) Archbishop Elpidopho-
ros, Chancellor Fr. Andreas Vithoulkas, 
Council Vice President John Catsimati-
dis, and Council Secretary B. Theodore 
Bozonelis.

Resolutions  Approved for HCHC

Metropolis News

By Stamatis Astra

WESTON, Mass. - More than 200 
delegates, Philoptochos members and 
clergy attended the Nov. 9 Metropolis 
of Boston Clergy-Laity Conference. 

Metropolitan Methodios, set the 
tone for the conference with his open-
ing remarks.  “Listen to all the reports, 
from the various Metropolis Ministers, 
ask questions, engage in dialogue” he 
advocated for all.

The Philoptochos message reflect-
ed the endless work and love the ladies 
give back to the community, making 
everyone think we could be more, we 
could be better.

From helping the veterans, to new 
initiatives like women’s health and the 
opioid crisis Philoptochos is at the fore-
front of issues that communities strug-
gle with.

Stephen Christoforou, director 
of Archdiocesan Office of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries, discussed the 
roll-out of “policies for the safety of 
children and youth.” Yes, it is a tedious 
and maybe costly initiative, but chil-
dren’s safety must be uncompromised 

and be held at the highest level.
The next part, was probably my fa-

vorite.  Not because of the topics, but 
because the presenters were the future 
of our Metropolis. Panos Coufos and 
Eleni Kalioras, two young members of 
our community, showed us the passion, 
energy and new ideas that will propel us 
forward.  In the areas of the Metropo-
lis Boston Camp, and the Philoxenia 
House, those two dynamic individu-
als paved the way to our bright future.  
Having young people in leadership po-
sitions, shows the maturity of our com-
munity.

Michael Sintros reported on the 
progress and expansion plans of the 
St. Methodios Faith & Heritage Center 
in Contoocook, N.H.  The vision and 
hard work the team has put to the New 
Hampshire property is bearing fruits, 
as more groups and more youth, young 
adults, families and parish communities 
are using the facilities. The Metropolis, 
through generous donations, ensures 
that no camper ever misses the camp 
experience because of family financial 
hardship.  Generous scholarships are 
available to all who need assistance.

Metropolis of Boston Holds 
Clergy-Laity Assembly

In both, we must be willing to take 
time for prayer reflection, conversa-
tion, and guidance from trusted others, 
so that we may grow in our discipleship 
and service to Christ and His Church.” 
Featured speaker was Fr. John Chrys-
savgis, Ph.D,  archdeacon of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. His presen-
tation highlighted the role of the dea-
con today, bringing not only the im-
portant historical perspective of the 
diaconate, but his own personal ex-
perience as a deacon for many years. 
Other presenters included Fr. Steven 
Tsichlis, presiding priest at St. Paul 

Church in Irvine, Calif., who shared his 
experience with how a deacon enhances 
the life of the parish. 

Deacon Euthym Kontaxis, M.D., 
from St. George Church in Palm Des-
ert, Calif., offered his experience on 
the importance of maintain a balance 
between church, work and family.   
The weekend culminated with a prayer-
ful Divine Liturgy at the Monastery of 
the Theotokos the Life Giving Spring, 
adjacent to St. Nicholas Ranch and Re-
treat Center. The retreat was part of the 
Metropolis of San Francisco Clergy 
Continuing Education ministry estab-
lished in conjunction with the Metropo-
lis Strategic Plan in 2012. 

SF Metropolis Retreat for Deacons
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Christmas Reflection
By Peter Kalellis, PhD.

Christmas was not among the ear-
liest festivals of the Church. It was not 
celebrated or observed, neither by the 
apostles nor in the apostolic age.  His-
tory reveals that about 440 A.D. the 
Church in Jerusalem started the cel-
ebration of Christmas.

It was sufficient for the early 
Christians that Jesus, God in human 
form, had come to them as their Lord 
and Savior. In three years of His mis-
sion on earth, 

He made known to them what 
God is like—forgiving, loving, heal-
ing, feeding the hungry and by bring-
ing back to life people that had died. 
He said to them, “I no longer call you 
my followers, I call you my friends…
greater love has not man than the one 
who lays down his life for his friends.” 

And Jesus gave up His life for the 
sins of the world. But His death on the 
Cross was not the end. He was resur-
rected. It was the risen, exalted Christ 
to whom the early Christian looked 
upon and believed.

Many nations, different cultures
People celebrate Christmas Day in 

many ways. It is often combined with 
customs from pre-Christian winter cel-
ebrations. Many people visit family or 
friends and exchange gifts. In the days 
or even weeks before Christmas Day, 
many people decorate their homes and 
gardens with lights, Christmas trees 
and much more.

It is common to organize a special 
meal, often consisting of turkey and 
many other festive foods, for family or 
friends and exchange gifts with them. 
Children, in particular, often receive 
many gifts from their parents and 
other relatives and the mythical figure 
Santa Claus. 

This has led to Christmas Day 
becoming an increasingly commer-
cialized holiday, with many families 
spending a large part of their income 
on gifts and food. Many Sunday 
schools, churches and communities 
organize special events. 

These can include decorating the 
neighborhood or a shopping mall, put-
ting up a Christmas tree and planning 
a Nativity display, concert or perfor-
mance.

Many plays and songs have a as-
pect of Christmas as a theme. Some 
groups arrange meals, shelter or chari-
table projects for people without a 
home or with very little money.

Genuine faith admits that Jesus 
Christ was no longer a baby; no longer 
the “Christ-child,” or a babe laid in a 
manger. And He does NOT somehow 
return to earth as a baby every year at 
Christmas-time.

But, invisibly, He is always pres-
ent in our life. After we study and 
meditate on his teachings, we can le-
gitimately say, “I have had a mean-
ingful encounter with Jesus. He is my 
Lord and Savior.”

People who truly believe in Jesus 
are humble, overwhelmed by a hum-
ble God. 

He is a God who is overwhelming 
and triumphant, with all the answers 
and all the perfection, but a God who 

is somehow in this life with us. 
He is a God who is infinite, yet 

somehow finite, as we perceive his 
human nature. A God who is in charge, 
yet chooses not to be in control at all. 

He gives us freedom to make our 
own choices. We look for something 
certain, strong, undying, infinite.  
“Great,” we say, and attach ourselves 
to this strong God, who in his human 
form we call Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior.

Relocating a concept
To have Jesus as our Lord and 

Savior is not just to have a concept in 
our minds, it is a challenge to move 
that concept from the head to the heart.  

He is participating with us in our 
daily life. 

He lives in each one of us, and we 
need to see him with the eyes of faith. 

He smiles when we are happy and 
weeps when we suffer. 

He does not merely tolerate hu-
man suffering or heal pain and suffer-
ing. 

He is participating in it. In es-
sence, Jesus says, “Even I suffer, even 
I participate in the finiteness of this 
world.” That is what gives meaning, 
hope, and comfort to those who be-
lieve. 

In him we find an answer to our 
agonies and despairs, healing for our 
ailments, and forgiveness for our sins. 

The world seldom provides an 
answer; schools and education cannot 
help us, nor can affluence and plea-
sures. What the human spirit needs is 
compassion, understanding, and love.

For all of today’s talk about love, 
the fact remains that never has the 
world been so absolutely loveless, 
self-absorbed, hostile, cruel, rejecting, 
contemptuous, and indifferent. 

Hurricanes, earthquakes, and 
floods are terrible and we feel sad for 
the victims, but as long as we are not 
affected, after a brief period of com-
passion we simply forget about them. 

Never have human hearts been so 
weak in faith as are the hearts of the 
modern person. War and massacres no 
longer disturb us; we can hardly hear 
the needy who beg for help at our very 
doorstep.

We are busy—with nothing. We 
talk—of nothing. Our neighbor, our 
brother or sister, cries for help, and we 
do not listen or offer assistance.

Evil has almost consumed this 
world that has despised the good for 
“scientific truths” that are the scien-
tific errors of tomorrow. Technology, 
with all its benefits, has replaced inti-
mate interaction among people. 

Our children are mesmerized with 
computerized knowledge. Texting has 
replaced verbal communication and 
socialization. 

Our schools do not teach respect, 
reverence, faith, duty, or responsibil-
ity. Parents indulge their children with 
the toys mass media advertise. Entitle-
ment has become an epidemic.

As a result, we have a generation 
that does not accept restraint, does not 
know goodwill, or peace, or altruism, 
or true faith. 

 next page
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Books
Only Jesus Christ can rescue them. 

He patiently waits and is eager to ad-
monish, to teach us the truth about life 
and living, to love genuinely, and to 
point the way to true joy. Young and 
old, as we come to him we will find 
inner joy and peace. Observe the full 
force of the two expressions: “I will 
give you rest…and you shall find 
rest!”

Jesus is what we need and when 
we come to him as he invites us to, 
there is no doubt about the results: “I 
will give you rest, and you shall find 
rest.” We must believe in him and 
make the personal choice to come to 
him in faith, respect, and love. 

Jesus—more than anyone—cares 
about those who labor and are laden 
with the awful burdens of personal 
problems and wrong choices. He of-
fers comfort to the afflicted and par-
don to the guilty. He provides purity 
to the unholy.

He gives nourishment to the 
needy. He wants to lift those burdens 
from us, from each one of us. He does 
not address those who think them-
selves righteous and worthy. He does 
not spend much time with the proud, 
the religious authorities of his time, 
the hypocrites who willed not to be-
lieve. 

He addresses “all who labor and 
are heavy laden.” These are people 

who feel burdened in their life—who-
ever they may be.

These people know their anxiety, 
acknowledge their remorse, and know 
they need rest. And they have a choice 
to accept or not to accept the invitation 
of Jesus Christ. 

It is of interest what Rabbi H. G. 
Emelow says about Jesus: “Nothing in 
human history is able to equalize the 
Love which Jesus inspired, the sol-
ace which He spread, the compassion 
which He engendered, the hope which 
He kindled in the breast of humanity.”

About the Author
Dr. Peter Kalellis is a 1949 gradu-

ate of Holy Cross School of Theology, 
Brookline, Mass.. and also attended 
Philadelphia Divinity School. He 
holds a master’s degree in education 
from Princeton University. 

He became a priest and served 
for 21 years — as a deacon in New-
ark, N.J. as a priest at St. Demetrios, 
Jersey City, N.J. at St. Sophia Cathe-
dral in Los Angeles and Holy Trinity, 
Westfield, N.J. 

At age 52 he received a doctorate 
in psychology. He became licensed 
and practiced psychotherapy, mar-
riage and family therapy for the last 
44 years. He authored several psycho-
spiritual books including:  One More 
Spring-Nazi, Invaded and The Phoe-
nix.  Love  Never Dies and Living in 
Difficult Relationships. He currently 
lives in Virginia Beach, Va.next page
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By Timothy Patitsas, Ph.D.  

The Christians of Bethlehem 
This year I had the opportunity to 

travel to Bethlehem on each of three 
separate trips to the Holy Land. In the 
process of scouting and shooting a film 
about Holy Week in Jerusalem, and later 
while accompanying the students of our 
seminary on the St. Helen’s Pilgrimage, 
I had the blessing to meet some of the 
young Orthodox Christian families who 
call Bethlehem their home.

To be sure, a trip to the site of Our 
Lord and Savior’s birth is uplifting in 
its own right. Entering the cave where 
Christ was born, you find that every-
thing you believed about Christmas as 
a child is really true. You live again the 
wonder, the hope, the peace, the joy, the 
solid expectation of your earliest years. 
You do not want to leave. 

We all know that Christmas feels 
like no other season of the year. That 
feeling is present year-round in Bethle-
hem itself. When you see the star on top 
of the Church of Christ’s birth lit up at 
night, you feel such a rush of love and 
awe. In Bethlehem, every eve is Christ-
mas Eve…

But in the Holy Land we have an 
additional treasure besides the holy sites 
and the uncreated grace that fills even 
the rocks and stones there. We have as 
well as the Orthodox Christian people 
whose lineage stretches back through 
many long centuries to the time of 
Christ.

The faith of Orthodox Christian in 
Israel and Palestine, whether they be 
the Arabic-speaking Palestinians or the 
Greek-speaking members of the Broth-
erhood of the Holy Sepulchre, is vibrant, 

strong, and real. 
For example, the complex of our 

Patriarchate in Jerusalem is built over 
the house where St. Helen herself lived, 
as she directed the excavations which 
established the location of Christ’s cru-
cifixion and resurrection. Where today 
large numbers of prosphora are baked 
for all the Orthodox Churches of Jeru-
salem, one can see the remains of St. 
Helen’s very house! Thus, the presence 
of St. Helen, her faith and her legacy, 
are literal facts for the bishops, priest-
monks, and monks of that Patriarchate. 
We Orthodox are there because she was 
there. We are the custodians of the holy 
sites on behalf of all Christians, because 
of what St. Helen established and gave 
us. 

Among the Palestinian Orthodox, 
the presence of the saints is felt very 
strongly. St. Nicholas of Myra himself 

lived in Bethlehem for six months, just 
before his journey to Nicaea for the First 
Ecumenical Council in 325 AD. This 
year (2019) in May, on the day before 
we arrived with our Holy Cross semi-
narians on the St. Helen’s Pilgrimage, 
St. Nicholas appeared to three young 
Palestinian boys who had entered the 
cave of his asceticism in order to ask 
him to heal their playmate, another boy, 
who had been ill. He thanked them for 
their prayers and promised to heal their 
friend (which he did). 

I can assure you that we ourselves, 
having heard this miracle less than two 
days after it happened, entered the cave 
of St. Nicholas with some trepidation. 

It occurred to me that perhaps it is 
more than an accident of history that 
we associate St. Nicholas with Christ-
mas. We can’t know what he saw or 
did or prayed about Christmas, during 

those six months St. Nicholas the Won-
derworker lived in Bethlehem, in 324 
AD…

Even more astounding are the sto-
ries of local faithful at the monastery 
near the shepherd’s field. Many faith-
ful have entered the small church there, 
only to hear the angels singing as they 
did on that first Christmas, more than 
2,000 years ago.

Most of all, we were touched by 
the young Palestinian Orthodox clergy 
who serve at the church of Christ’s Na-
tivity. I don’t want to mention them by 
name, but their joy, strength, peace, and 
faith were unforgettable. I hope that you 
have the chance to go to Bethlehem, 
and if you do, to meet the local Ortho-
dox Christians. They are one more link 
to our history, one more diadem on the 
crown of our Orthodox faith. We owe a 
great debt to them for all that they en-
dure while upholding the legacy of our 
Christian faith. 

Let us remember them in prayer 
during the Twelve Days of Christmas, 
and let us resolve to bring our children 
and our grandchildren to the Holy Land 
at our earliest opportunity. Our Ortho-
dox Faith is the most precious posses-
sion we have. In a world of material-
ism and sorrow, of excess and poverty, 
of listless comfort and cold terror, our 
Orthodox faith in Christ is the one thing 
that remains, that saves, that endures, 
and that makes sense of everything else.  

Dr. Timothy Patitsas teaches at 
Holy Cross School of Theology and 
is co-founder of Beauty First Films. 
For 2020, Beauty First Films offers a 
unique Calendar with photos from their 
production trips to the Holy Land, avail-
able at www.beautyfirstfilms.com

Seeds of Spirituality
by Archbishop Demetrios
Holy Cross Orthodox Press
222 pages

Over the past several months Arch-
bishop Demetrios, Formerly of Ameri-
ca, has devoted himself to a ministry of 
prayer and writing.

He has just published his ninth 
book, Seeds of Spirituality – Impacts 
of Spirituality on Contemporary Issues, 
is a collection of 14 of his most signifi-
cant addresses delivered over the past 
10 years  at such notable venues as Yale 
University Divinity School, the Boston 
Theological Institute, Hellenic College 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School 
of Theology, the University of Notre 
Dame, Sacred Heart University in Con-
necticut and others.

These are not dry classroom lectures 
for seminarians, but highly informative 
chapters that touch on many aspects of 
Orthodox theology and spirituality of 
great interest to the general reader.

To cite a few examples, in the chap-
ter on philoxenia in the Christian tradi-
tion, Archbishop Demetrios presents the 
roots of the tradition of philoxenia, the 
“love of strangers” from ancient Greek 
practice and other ancient cultures and 
languages to its Christian tradition, cit-
ing examples from St. Paul’s epistles 
and Matthew’s gospel from the chapter 
of Christ’s discourse on the judgment of 

nations relating to how a society treats 
“strangers.”

In the chapter on an unlimited ex-
pression of Orthodoxy, His Eminence 
expounds on how the Orthodox faith is 
presented through language, art, other 
fine arts that include embroidery and 
textiles, music, architecture, its social 
organization and institutions.

 To page 23

Traditional site of the birthplace of Jesus in the Grotto of the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem.
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Thoughts from L.A.

Επίσης αναλαμβάνουμε
Διαβατήρια και Συμβολαιογραφικά
(Πληρεξούσια, Μεταφράσεις,
Πιστοποιητικά, κ.λ.π.)

NON STOP FLIGHT US AIR FROM
PHILA TO ATHENS
AND CONTINUE TO THESSALONIKI
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WEB: www.eleni.com • E-mail: elenistours@yahoo.com
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610-355-7730 • Fax: 610-355-0823

1-800-989-4733
Call Now and Begin Saving Money with Eleni Tours, Inc.
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To Athens or Thessaloniki 
from New York
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By Fr. John Bakas  

As dean of St. Sophia Cathedral 
of Los Angeles, I am invited to various 
inter-religious luncheons, community 
prayer breakfasts and other civic events 
which may have an impact on our cathe-
dral as we are located in midtown L.A.

Earlier this year, I was invited to a 
Los Angeles Police Department prayer 
breakfast at a local Korean hotel. Sev-
eral clergy from various denominations, 
including myself, offered prayers for the 
well-being and safety of LAPD officers.  

At the end of the program with the 
ensuing exit handshakes and chit-chat, 
Larry, a Mormon bishop, asked if I 
could visit with him for a few minutes. 
He wanted to ask me some questions 
about Greece and especially the Ath-
ens area with its changing demograph-
ics. We went to the lobby of the hotel 
and Larry started the conversation. “My 
19-year-old son is going to Greece on 
a two-year mission with another young 
member of our Church. Starting in Ath-
ens, they are going to evangelize those 
who will listen. They have learned rea-
sonable conversational Greek and they 
plan to leave in a couple of months.”

I answered with an unbelieving 
look on my face. “Wait a minute Larry. 
You mean to tell me your son is going 
to Greece to evangelize the Greeks? 
You’ve got to be kidding! The Mormons 
are going to evangelize the country and 
the people who gave Christianity, the 
New Testament, the blood of martyrs 
to the world?  Mormons are going to 
improve on what St. Paul and the other 
Apostles did 2,000 years ago?” Now my 
face was getting flushed with controlled 
anger.  

  “Well” Larry said. “The Greeks 
may have given Christianity to the 
world, but where are they now with their 
faith?  Like much of Europe, Greece is 
being secularized as we see it. The Or-
thodox Church there is made up of gov-
ernment paid professional clergy.” 

I was stunned and prepared to walk 
out on him. But I thought I might learn 
something by asking him about his 
son’s motivation to learn Greek and 
give up two years of his life with an-
other teenager, to go to Athens to con-
vert Orthodox Christians to the heretical 
cult of Mormonism. “But Larry we have 
dynamic Orthodox churches in Greece 
that have been true to the Gospel mes-
sage from the very beginning, even the 
New Testament that you proclaim was 
written in Greek” I emphasized with 
zeal.  

“Nevertheless, we find tremendous 
interest among prospective converts 
to our theology. We’ve researched the 
current status of religious practices 
in Greece and find many attracted to 
the ancient Greek gods and the ritu-
als connected with them. Scientology, 
Buddhism and far eastern religions are 
making significant inroads, especially 
in what I would call the bored afflu-
ent class,” he responded with an ironic 
smile.  

“Tell me Larry how do your young-
sters prepare for such missions, and who 
pays for them?” I asked.

“Our kids from very early on, from 
about six years old begin their reli-
gious training at home, parents are their 
teachers. Family nights are also called 
seminary meetings. In our tradition ev-

ery parent, especially the dads are faith 
teachers and pastors for their children,” 
Larry responded proudly.

“Who pays for their two year mis-
sions expenses in country and abroad” I 
asked.  “The kids themselves start sav-
ing up early and filling up piggy banks. 
In their teen years they work after 
school hours to earn the expected mon-
ies for their missions and of course the 
family helps financially in addition to 
the 10 percent of our gross income that 
we give to the church.” Larry further 
elaborated. “In Athens our missionaries 
will be hosted and helped by our Greek 
Mormon brothers and sisters.”  

I couldn’t believe it.  I came back 
to my church office and reflected on 
what I heard and experienced. Imag-
ine, I thought, our 19- and 20-year-old 
Greek Orthodox youngsters going on a 
self-funded Orthodox mission to a for-
eign country and learning the language 
of that country and promoting the true 
Gospel of Christ experienced by our 
church for two millennia.  

For us Orthodox, to do what the 
Mormons do would be currently un-
thinkable. In every parish that I have 
served for nearly 40 years now, parents 
and youth leaders will ask what is the 
church doing for the youth? What they 
really mean is, does the parish offer so-
cial activities, sports, Greek dancing, 
Greek School, GOYA, YAL, etc?

Not once in my 40 years was I 
asked what can the youth do for the real 
mission of the Church, of evangelizing 
our own to our theology and Orthodox 
lifestyle. I can’t recall being asked by 
parents or youth leaders to have con-
sistent team Bible Studies and religious 
discussions. It’s difficult as it is, to get 
the youth to attend services with disci-
plined regularity! 

The above programs are not really 
ministries, they are church semi-secu-
lar activities which could be ministries 
leading our youth to Christ and His 
church.  But unfortunately at present, 
most are not. 

The key is to educate our youth 
leaders who direct such programs to 
also be religious teachers to the youth 
they direct. What about the parents? 
Are they teachers of the Faith in their 
homes? Are they educated in the Faith 
enough that they can teach and mentor 
our youth? Or do they tell their kids “go 
ask the priest.”

Many of us priests ask ourselves 
where are the young, when they are too 
old to dance or party or play basketball 
or attend Greek school activities that 
kept them close to church facilities. 
When the social fellowship and fun time 
sponsored activities are no longer rele-
vant, especially now with social media, 
do they come to church to worship, pray 
and grow in faith.

Apologists lamely will say “Well, 
yes, many are indeed gone but they will 
come back when they get married and 
have children.”  Really? As the Greek 
saying goes, “We are hiding behind our 
little finger in these matters.”  Let’s be 
the Church Christ intended for us to 
be, and develop effective programs for 
evangelizing our own.  Then it will be 
real youth ministry.  

Fr. John Bakas, dean of St. Sophia 
Cathedral in Los Angeles, also is ad-
junct professor of Orthodox Theology at 
Loyola Marymount School of Theology

Mormons Evangelizing Greeks!??

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Καλά Χριστούγεννα
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Church History

NEW YORK – For the first time in 
nearly a decade, representatives of East-
ern and Oriental Orthodox Christian 
Churches Joint Commission met on Oct 
8 and discussed ways to advance the re-
lationship between the two groups.

The meeting took place at the Ar-
menian Cathedral of St. Vartan in Man-
hattan. The commission was established 
in the 1990s under a doctrinal agree-
ment by the Church’s official interna-
tional theological dialogue.

Participants discussed topics that 
included the holy mysteries of marriage 
and baptism and formed a committee 
to explore existing agreements and to 
study their application in America.

The also addressed religious educa-
tion programs and other common areas 
concern.

The Bishops established a commit-
tee to discern ministerial overlap and 
common areas of advocacy Concerns in 
the Middle East were tabled for a future 
meeting.

Bishop David of the Coptic Ortho-
dox Church commented, “This meeting 
is joyful, historic, and promising. It is 
joyful because, as King David says, ‘Be-
hold how good and how pleasant it is 
for brothers to dwell together in unity.’ 
It is historic because it builds upon the 

work of our predecessors. It is promis-
ing because there is a spirit of good will 
and potential to move forward in faith 
and in hope.”

Archbishop Elpidophoros reflected 
that, “It is no secret that the Eastern and 
Oriental Orthodox relationships are the 
closest in the Christian world. 

Despite this, we continue to devel-
op ministries independently and remain 
separated eucharistically. Indeed, I am 
deeply saddened by this notion, but am 
encouraged by the willingness on both 
sides to return to the table to discuss 
ways forward. 

This practical approach will breathe 

Assembly of Bishops and Oriental Orthodox
Churches Revive Joint Commission

By William H. Samonides, Ph.D.

St. Nicholas at 36 North Pinellas 
Avenue in Tarpon Springs, Fla., has 
been the site of Epiphany celebrations 
for over 75 years (1943-2019). It re-
placed a smaller, wooden church that 
had served as the sanctuary since 1907. 
Archbishop Athenagoras, primate of 
the Greek Orthodox Church in America 
from 1931 to 1949, took an active inter-
est in the building process from begin-
ning to end. Parishioners persevered 
despite wartime shortages, damaging 
fires, and increasing costs. Construction 
would take over seven years.

On January 8, 1937, two days after 
Epiphany, Archbishop Athenagoras laid 
the cornerstone for the new church. The 
stone was a gift from the Greek govern-
ment, a block of marble from the same 
quarry on Mount Pentley in Athens that 
had supplied building material for the 
Parthenon. The mortar was mixed with 
sand produced from stone taken from 
the Acropolis. The cornerstone con-
tained church papers and mementos of 
President Franklin Roosevelt and King 
George II of Greece.

Following the hour-long ceremony, 
the Archbishop presided at a meeting 
to raise money for the building fund. 
The new church was expected to cost 
$100,000. In just one hour, $22,000 was 
raised, mostly from sponge packers, 
boat captains, and crews of the Tarpon 
Springs community. The Archbishop 
himself led the list of donors with a 
gift of $2,000. The Archbishop later 
described this event as one of the most 

wonderful occasions in his life. 
Despite the auspicious start, con-

struction was temporarily derailed six 
months later. On the evening of July 
13, 1937, defective wiring in the origi-
nal wooden church caused a fire. The 
integrity of the building was not com-
promised, but the blaze swept through 
the interior of the church, destroying 
memorial windows, icons, books, a 
chandelier imported from Russia, and 
a newly-purchased pipe organ. The wa-
ter used to extinguish the blaze caused 
additional damage. Only the vestments 
of the priest and choir and a large Bible 
were salvaged. 

The fire severely strained the re-
sources of Depression-era Tarpon 
Springs. Money that would have been 
used for the new church was shifted to 
the reconstruction of the older build-
ing. St. Nicholas is the oldest parish in 
the state, and at the time it was the only 
Greek Orthodox parish in West Flori-
da. It attracted thousands to celebrate 
Feast Days like Epiphany and Easter. In 
six months, it had to be functional for 
Epiphany.

On Friday, June 23, 1939, fire 
broke out again. This time it was in the 
bell tower, where an oil stove was be-
ing used to melt paraffin for candles, an 
important source of income for the par-
ish. The lower floor of the tower, which 
served as the wardrobe room for the 
church choir and as storage for church 
property, was completely destroyed. 

This double-barreled setback 
caused the parish to reconsider its plans 
and its choice of architect for the new 

church. In October 1940, the new de-
sign was ready. The result was a much 
larger but also more expensive church. 
The new architects for the project were 
the Eugene Brothers of Chicago, who 
would later design Greek Orthodox 
churches in West Virginia, Ohio and 
Massachusetts. 

Finally, on April 14, 1941, the 
groundbreaking ceremony took place. 
In July, Archbishop Athenagoras made 
a surprise visit to Tarpon Springs. He 
was pleased at the progress being made 
and predicted “it will be the finest Greek 
church in this country.” 

Later that year it was announced 
that the Greek government had again 
presented the parish with a gift of Mount 
Pentley marble. This time the gift was 
sixty tons of marble valued at $30,000. 
It had been used for the Greek Pavilion 
at the 1939 World’s Fair in New York 
City. 

When the Fair closed in October 
1940, the pavilion was dismantled, and 
the marble was placed in storage in New 
York. In late 1941, Greece was occupied 
by Germany, forcing the Greek govern-
ment into exile in Egypt. 

Rather than have the marble con-
tinue to accrue storage fees, the presi-
dent of the Tarpon Springs community 
and the Greek Ambassador in Washing-
ton persuaded the Greek government to 
donate the stone to St. Nicholas, where 
it was used for interior work, including 
the altar. 

It had been hoped that the church 
would be ready by January 1942, when 
Archbishop Athenagoras was scheduled 

to attend the Epiphany celebration. In 
December 1941, however, America en-
tered World War II, and all priorities im-
mediately changed. Supplying military 
needs took precedence. The delivery 
of building materials for the church be-
came problematic, and bad weather also 
contributed to delays. 

With the construction half com-
plete, work was discontinued until May 
1942. A flurry of activity late in the year 
made it possible for the church to open 
to celebrate Epiphany in 1943, with 
Bishop Athenagoras Cavadas presiding. 

By the following year, the church 
was almost complete. The roof and the 
dome, however, were to be covered with 
copper, which was not available during 
wartime. 

On April 23, 1944, the Sunday of 
Thomas, Archbishop Athenagoras pre-
sided at the consecration of the church. 
He had laid the cornerstone and had 
made eight trips to Tarpon Springs dur-
ing its construction. This special visit 
would be his last. 

Archbishop Iakovos elevated the 
church to Cathedral status at the Feast of 
Epiphany, Jan. 6, 1976. As Archbishop 
Athenagoras had predicted, it remains 
one of the great churches of the Arch-
diocese.

This is one of many stories included 
in the special exhibition, “A Profound 
and Abiding Presence: The Greek Or-
thodox Church in the South,” on display 
until January 2020 at the St. Photios 
Greek Orthodox National Shrine in St. 
Augustine, Fla. (904-829-8205; www.
stphotios.org).

The Building of St. Nicholas Church in Tarpon Springs, 1937-1943

life into the Church.”
At the close of their discussions, 

bishops set Sunday, Dec. 8, for a joint 
Christmas concert at the Mor Aphrem 
Center in Paramus, N.J. In addition, a 
Pan-Orthodox (Eastern and Oriental) 
youth conference will take place next 
summer.

His Eminence with other hierarchs of the Assembly of Bishops and Oriental Orthodox churches. Also shown are Bishop Apostolos of Medeia, Holy Synod secretary.

GOA/D.Panagos photo



NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 201922

Archdiocese News

Ordinations to the Diaconate:  
Sarigiannis, Neofitos, by Bishop 
Apostolos of Medeia – Church of 
the Resurrection, Brookville, NY 
09/07/19
Burkhard, Christian (Rondal) – 
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San 
Francisco – St. Anna Church, Ros-
eville, CA 09/08/19
Hendricks, Noah – Metropolitan 
Evangelos of New Jersey – Sts. 
Constantine & Helen Church, New-
port News, VA 9/22/19
Palamara, Michael – Bishop An-
donios of Phasiane – St. Nicholas 
Church, Flushing, NY 10/19/19
Sergakis, Michael – Metropolitan 
Isaiah of Denver – Prophet Elias 
Church, Holladay, UT  10/27/19
Ordinations to the Priesthood:
Dn. Konstantinos Koutroubas – 
Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh – 
Sts. Constantine & Helen Church,  
08/21/19
Dn. Paul Tsahakis – Metropolitan 
Alexios of Atlanta – Holy Trinity 
Monastery, Aegina, Greece 
08/23/19 
Dn. Philip Halikias – Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America– Holy 
Cross Chapel, Brookline, MA 
09/14/19 
Dn. Christian Burkhad – Metro-
politan Gerasimos of San Francisco 
– St. George Church, Fresno, CA 
09/29/19 
Dn. Theodosios Palis – Metropoli-
tan Savas of Pittsburgh – Annuncia-
tion Church, Lancaster, PA 
10/02/19
Dn. Alexander Orphanos – Metro-
politan Gerasimos of San Francisco 
– St. Nicholas Church, Northridge, 
CA 10/06/19
Dn. Christian Siskos – Metropoli-
tan Alexios of Atlanta – Holy Trin-
ity Cathedral, Charlotte, NC 
10/06/19
Dn. Panteleimon Papadopoulos – 
Archbishop Elpidophoros – Holy 
Trinity Cathedral, New York 
11/02/1
Assignments:
Fr. Alexander Orphanos – St. 
Nicholas Church, Northridge, CA  
08/25/19
Fr. Konstantinos Koutroubas – 
Holy Cross Church, Stroudsburg, 
PA 09/01/19 
Fr. Theodore Petrides – Sts. Con-
stantine & Helen Church, Reading, 
PA 09/01/19 
Fr. Christian Burkhard – St. George 
Church, Fresno, CA 09/09/19
Fr. Nikolaos Delaveris – St. Kath-
erine Church, Falls Church, VA 
09/16/19
Fr. George Kouzelis – Annuncia-
tion Church, Winston-Salem, NC 

CLERGY UPDATE
09/16/19
Fr. George Anastasiou - Holy Cross 
Church, Whitestone, NY 09/19/19
Fr. Nicholas Mueller – Ascension 
Cathedral, Oakland, CA 10/01/19
Fr. Christian Siskos – Holy Trinity 
Cathedral, Charlotte, NC  10/07/19
Fr. Joshua Pappas – Holy Trinity 
Church, Grand Rapids, MI  10/01/19
Fr. Nicolas Kazarian – St. Elefthe-
rios Church, New York 10/15/19 
V. Rev. Fr. Chrysostom Panos – 
Transfiguration of Christ Church, 
Corona, NY 10/15/19
Fr. Soterios Rousakis – St. Nicholas 
Church, Jamestown, NY 10/15/19
Fr. John Jarrod Russell – Assump-
tion Church, Grand Blanc, MI 
10/15/19
Fr. Panteleimon Papadopou-
los – Holy Resurrection Church, 
Brookville 11/03/19
Fr. Matthew Carter – Annunciation 
Church, Mobile, AL 11/15/19
Fr. Sampson Kasapakis – Annuncia-
tion Church, Pensacola, FL 11/15/19
Appointments: 
Fr. Andreas Vithoulkas – Chancellor, 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, New 
York, NY   
11/01/19
Offikia:   
Fr. Theodore Petrides – Office of 
Protopresbyter, bestowed by Metro-
politan Savas of Pittsburgh 
09/08/19
Fr. Hector Firoglanis – Office of 
Economos, bestowed by Metro-
politan Savas of Pittsburgh  
09/15/19
Fr. Ioannis Vernikos – Office of 
Economos, bestowed by Metro-
politan Alexios of Atlanta  
09/20/19
Clergy Deaths:
Rev. Economos Thomas Parthenakis, 
10/03/19
V. Rev. Archimandrite Chrysanthos 
Zois, 10/27/19
Economos George Pappas,11/20/19
Receptions:
V. Rev. Meletios Gianniodis/ Oc-
tober 18, 2019 (from the Church of 
Greece)
Correction:
Fr. Jeffrey Frate / August 29, 2019 
(from the Orthodox Church in 
America)
Releases:V. Rev. Iakovos Koutsakis 
/ October 16, 2019 (to the Metropo-
lis of Methimnis, Church of Greece, 
October 17, 2019) 
Dn. Nephon Tsimalis / October 16, 
2019 (to the Archdiocese of Thy-
ateira and Great Britain, October 17, 
2019) 
Fr. Patrick Irish / October 31, 2019
(to the Antiochian Archdiocese of 
North America, November 1, 2019) 

Lake, NJ), Eleni Marinos (Landisville, 
PA), Melina Mitsogiorgakis (Staten Is-
land, NY), Eleftheria Qatapi (Ocean 
City, MD), Alexios Rodriguez (Silver 
Spring, MD), Constantine Sedereas 
(Lake Hopatcong, NJ), Nicholas Ski-
ouris (Decatur, GA), Cassian Trenham 
(Riverdale, CA), Nicholas Tsaharides 
(Branson, MO), and Aristotle Vainikos 
(Orland Park, IL).

Paleologos Graduate Scholarship
The Paleologos Graduate Scholar-

ship Fund was established in 2007 to as-
sist students enrolled in graduate studies 
leading to advanced degrees in academ-
ic fields other than theology. This award 
is open to students from all the juris-
dictions of the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United States 
of America. Thirteen scholarships were 
granted to the following 16 students: 
Alexander Bageris (Ann Arbor, MI), 

James Bantis (Brooklyn, NY), Elyse 
Buffenbarger (Royal Oak, MI), Kateri-
na Christodoulides (Hillsborough, NJ), 
Maria Constantine (Brighton, MA), 
Oksana Germain (Alpina, CA), Andrew 
Kalina (Norfolk, VA), Michael Kochis 
(Cambridge, MA), Christiana Metaxas 
(Katonah, NY), Aristotelis Nayfa (Spar-
tansburg, SC), Danae Pappas (Glendale, 
CA), Maria Pappas (Whitestone, NY), 
Lindsey Pearson (Plano, TX), Thomas 
Perry (Eagan, MN) Stephanie Sergakis 
(Modesto, CA), and Andrea Tsatalis 
(Dayton, OH).

2020 Scholarships
It is expected that all three of these 

scholarships will once again be avail-
able for the 2020-2021 academic year. 
Applications will be available at the be-
ginning of February 2020 on the web-
site of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America, www.goarch.org. Applica-
tions may also be requested at that time 
by e-mail at scholarships@goarch.org.

Scholarship Awards Announced
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DELRAY BEACH, Fla. - The 
National Sisterhood of Presvyteres 
held their biennial National Retreat at 
Duncan Retreat Center Oct. 11-14 with 
about 70 presvyteres attending. Pre-
syvtera Anastasia Leondis, who chaired 
the event, and her committee represent-
ing the Metropolis of Atlanta, planned 
a beautiful weekend for all. The theme 
“Self Care: Mind, Body and Soul” was 

presented by Presvytera Dr. Roxanne 
Louh of St. John the Divine Church in 
Jacksonville, Fla. The weekend began 
with a video message from Archbishop 
Elpidophoros, and a welcome letter 
from Metropolitan Alexios.

Fr. Mark Leondis and St. Mark 
parish in Boca Raton offered a warm 
welcome and lunch after the Sunday 
Liturgy.

NSP Holds Annual Retreat

Archbishop Gives Keynote Speech
at Ecumenical Symposium

NEW YORK – Archbishop El-
pidophoros offered the keynote address 
at an Ecumenical Symposium Nov. 13 
titled “Truth does not fear dialogue,” 
hosted by St. Roman Catholic Peter’s 
Church with the Roman Catholic Arch-
diocese of New York; the Metropolitan 
New York Synod, ELCA; The Grace 
Foundation; and Yale Divinity School.

His Eminence emphasized the 
importance of ecumenical dialogue 
promoting peace and reconciliation in 
today’s global culture. Presenting the 
history of Orthodox involvement in 
ecumenical dialogue, he also spoke of 
his personal experience with the Inter-
national Lutheran-Orthodox Dialogue, 
especially touching upon the theologi-

cal question of justification.
He stated: “For Orthodoxy, being 

justified is a dynamic state, as is ecu-
menism. Our ecumenical witness is des-
tined to become one of the effects of a 
theological consensus to which we are 
drawing closer. 

While we take the persistent differ-
ences that keep us away from unity very 
seriously, the pursuit of a theological 
dialogue is a key part of ensuring that 
the common understanding of the fun-
damental truth of Christianity can be-
come more inclusive.”

Brief responses followed from 
Monsignor John A. Radano and Luther-
an Bishop Paul Egensteiner. A Com-
pline service concluded the event.

CELEBRATING

i n  s a l e s

$2.5
billion

TOM KOPATSIS
Licensed Real Estate Agent

Μιλάμε Ελληνικά
Specialist for Ocean & 
Intracoastal Properties
SERVICING BOCA RATON, FL. 
and surrounding areas

  MIZNER GRANDE
"THE BEST REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN TOWN"

155 NE Spanish River Blvd,
Boca Raton, FL, 33431

ComeToBoca@aol.com
www.MiznerGrandeRealty.com

Cell: 561-716-4701

Also Servicing
Orlando Area



NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2019 23

Parish Profile

$ 299
Με επιστροφή

από

TICKETS 2 GREECE ON SALE

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ
ΑΘΗΝΑ - ΘΕΣΣΑΛΟΝΙΚΗ

+ FUEL FEES + TAXES EXTRA • Περιορισμένος αριθμός θέσεων • Restrictions Apply

P.O. Box 800306, Miami, Fla., 33280
Τηλεφωνείστε δωρεάν (Call Toll Free): 

1.800.473.3238 • 1.908.213.1251

Cheap Tickets, Great Price

STERLING TRAVEL
www.hellastickets.com • sterlingtravel@hotmail.com

ΙΔΙΟΚΤΗΤΕΣ: ΒΑΣΙΛΗΣ & ΜΙΝΑ ΑΓΓΕΛΗ

Χαμηλές τιμές για ΑΠΛΗ ΜΕΤΑΒΑΣΗ • ΕΙΔΙΚΕΣ ΠΡΟΣΦΟΡΕΣ ΚΙ ΑΠΟ ΑΛΛΕΣ ΠΟΛΕΙΣ

RACINE, Wis. – The small Greek 
Orthodox community in Wisconsin’s 
fifth largest city (pop. more than 80,000) 
consists mostly of second and third-gen-
eration Greek Americans whose prede-
cessors began arriving around 1900.

The city was, and still is, a factory 
town and manufacturing center, which 
attracted the immigrants, some of whom 
also opened their own businesses.

Now, some parishioners work at 
such large corporations as J.L. Case 
(makers of heavy construction equip-
ment), and S.C. Johnson (cleaning and 
chemical products including Johnson 
Wax and that “home remedy” of the 
yiayia in “My Big Fat Greek Wedding” 
-Windex), and others. One new com-
pany where parishioners are employed 
makes touch screens for mobile phones 
and TVs, Fr. Ketchum noted.

The parish priest said his parishio-
ners range from very young to senior 
citizens and that Kimisis Church is “a 
very welcoming community.” He added 
that, “there are always new people com-
ing in” with new businesses locating in 
the city.

Racine has one other Orthodox 
Christian parish, a Serbian church, and 
has the largest population of Danes out-
side of Greenland. The city’s Danish 
Lutheran Church is the oldest in North 
America.

Kimisis parish’s small number of 
involved members participate in several 

ministries of the church, including the 
Philoptochos, the choir, providing food 
for the hungry every month and youth 
programs that include GOYA, HOPE 
for the youngest children, a Greek 
Dance group and Sunday School with 
about 80 students registered. There is no 
Greek school due to lack of numbers.

Fr. Ketchum’s ministry is a family 
affair. In addition to the regular servic-
es, he conducts a paraklesis and Bible 
study every Wednesday evening. His 
presvytera, Veronica, runs the HOPE 
ministry, daughter Evangelia (one of 
their six children) leads the choir and 
her husband helps with the chanting.

For several decades, Kimisis par-
ish’s main revenue source has been 
stewardship, supplemented by the 
Greek festival and other fund-raisers. 
Fr. Ketchum noted that the festival is 
very popular citywide and has won an 
award for “Best Church Festival” in Ra-
cine County.

Early years
According to a parish history, about 

40 priests have served the church since 
its beginning as a parish in 1916 when 
the first Liturgy took place in the lo-
cal Moose Hall. (The Loyal Order of 
Moose is a fraternal and service organi-
zation founded in 1888 with about 1,800 
lodges (chapters) in the U.S., Canada, 
Bermuda and the U.K.)

Prior to that year, community mem-
bers would travel to Milwaukee to at-
tend services and the priest in that par-
ish occasionally would hold services in 
Racine.

In 1917, the community purchased 
a house near downtown and converted 
it to a church. It served until 1925 when 
the community built a church that served 

Name: Kimisis tis Theotokou 
Greek Orthodox Church
Location: Racine, Wis.
Founded: 1916
Clergy: Fr. John Ketchum 
(Holy Cross, 1995)
Size: About 200 families
Web: www.kimissis.org
Email: joykimissisoffice@
gmail.com
Noteworthy: Since 1916,
40 priests have served the com-
munity

AT A GLANCE

Community Overcomes Hardships of Earliest Years

as their spiritual home for 40 years.
As noted in the long list of priests 

listed on the parish website, the 1920s 
and 30s were a revolving door as most 
clergy served for a year to a year-and-
a-half.

Fr. Ketchum explained that the 
church struggled financially and could 
not afford a full-time priest. “They 
would hire a priest in the fall and drop 
him after Pascha,” he said.

During the Great Depression, the 
community shared a priest with St. 
Demetrios Church in Waukegan, Ill.

By the end of World War II, howev-
er, the financial situation became stable, 

the mortgage was paid and the commu-
nity began to grow.

The longest-serving priest, Fr. Peter 
Pappademetriou, arrived in 1959 and he 
served until 1986. Under his spiritual 
leadership, an eight-acre parcel of land 
was purchased on the west side of the 
city, which was mostly farmland, and a 
new church, the present facility, includ-
ing an educational unit, was completed 
in 1966.

Archbishop Iakovos consecrated 
the church in early November 1974.

Fr. Douglas Papulis followed Fr. 
Pappademetriou and served for 11 
years. He led the parish in its 75th an-
niversary celebration.

Fr. Richard Andrews served for two 
years in the late 1990s and the parish ex-
panded its hall and kitchen and hosted 
the Metropolis clergy-laity conference. 
The building project was completed by 
Fr. Emmanuel Lillios.

Fr. Ketchum, a native of New York 
who grew up in Florida, arrived in Ra-
cine in 2002. He served continuously 
until 2015, then was assigned to Annun-
ciation Church in Milwaukee, to deal 
with its serious financial situation. He 
returned to Kimisis parish earlier this 
year.

“It’s a wonderful parish,” he said of 
the community.

-Compiled by Jim Golding
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He traces the martyrdom of Chris-
tians from the time of Christ in his chap-
ter on Christianity and Persecution, a 
practice that continues in various forms 
to the present day in Marxist societies 
and in more sophisticated levels in the 
West.

To a gathering of young profession-
als at a leadership conference in Boston, 
Archbishop Demetrios several concepts 

and levels of leadership as defined in the 
Greek New Testament vocabulary.

These are a few examples of the 
spiritual impacts that serve to enlighten 
and deepen a reader’s understanding of 
Orthodox Christianity. 

This book’s appearance during the 
Christmas season is most timely and a 
valuable addition to one’s collection of 
books on the faith.

Available at Holy Cross Bookstore 
for $24.95, (1-800.245.0599)

Books
Seeds of Spirituality



NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 201924

Family connection

“For everything there is a sea-
son, and a time for every matter under 
heaven … a time to weep, and a time to 
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance … a time to embrace, and a time 
to refrain from embracing; … a time to 
seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, 
and a time to cast away” (Ecclesiastes 
3:1-6).

 
NEW YORK – The Archdiocese’s 

Center for Family Care presents a Na-
tional Conference on the theme of “Pas-
toral Challenges in Marriage – Chronos 
& Kairos,” Jan. 22-25, in collaboration 
with Annunciation Cathedral in Hous-
ton.

Throughout the seasons of mar-
ried life in created time (chronos), God 
acts decisively in the kairos moments of 
those seasons, both in the daily rhythms 
of married life and in milestone events, 
to draw us nearer to Him and, by His 
grace and our faithful response, to be-
come like Him, being saved one day at 
a time within the blessed communion 
of marriage. This conference will seek 
to explore these concepts; and, to help 
equip professionals ministering to cou-
ples as they guide them through various 
marital challenges.

Conference workshops will explore 
pastoral issues including Resolving 
Conflict, Issues with Family of Origin, 
Infertility, Families with Special Needs, 
the Latter Years of Marriage, and Vital 
Characteristics of a Healthy Marriage.

Keynote speakers include Dn. 

Pastoral Challenges in Marriage -
Chronos & Kairos Jan. 22-25

Michael and Gail Hyatt, Dn. Stephen 
Muse, PhD, LMFT, and Carrie Freder-
ick Frost, PhD.

George Stavros, PhD, M.Div. will 
lead an interactive session elucidating 
how to provide pastoral care to marriag-
es experiencing intensive needs.

Host parish Annunciation Cathe-
dral will provide a wonderful evening 
of fellowship and learning open to the 
local community as well as conference 
participants.

George Papageorge, LMFT, direc-
tor of the Family Wellness Center of the 
San Francisco Metropolis, will be a pre-
senter with the topic “Better Marriages 
from the Inside-Out.”

Registration for the conference in-
cludes all presentations and activities 
as well as meals. For more information 
visit https://goacfc.wixsite.com/
marriage

CENTER FOR FAMILY CARE
Phone: 646-519-6695
Email: familycare@goarch.org
Web: www.family.goarch.org
The Center for Family Care of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Amer-
ica nurtures and empowers stewards 
who, at the forefront of ministry within 
the home and parish family, navigate the 
joys and challenges of life.  Grounded 
in prayer and through multifaceted re-
sources, trainings, and collaboration 
with the ministries of the Archdiocese 
and metropolises, we foster the building 
up of the Body of Christ.

By Presvytera Melanie DiStefano

As a child our homemade Nativity 
Set fascinated me. Positioning myself 
under the Christmas tree near the rustic 
crèche made of plywood and twigs, I 
spent many quiet moments examining 
the figurines within. Mary, Joseph, and 
Baby Jesus were the central figures; and 
the wise men, shepherds, and animals 
all surrounded them with reverence. A 
pretty angel was fastened to the front 
peak of the moss-covered roof. The 
scene was quiet and small like me; but 
it imprinted a message warm, deep and 
vast into my soul. Baby Jesus was so 
little, yet He was the heart of the se-
rene gathering. In the Gospel accounts 
of Jesus’ birth, God offers each of the 
persons invited to encounter the Christ 
Child a chance to share in His salvific 
plan. Examining the Nativity Scene we 
can see that God extends this invitation 
through them, to us.

King Herod
Fittingly absent from the Nativ-

ity Scene, we learn from Herod what 
happens when a desire for power is left 
unchecked. Its end is unbridled evil. 
Christ’s birth could have been a true 
hope to Herod if he were a king having 
his people’s best interests in mind. In-
stead, he viewed this baby as a threat to 
his personal hopes and dreams. 

In contrast to Herod’s frightful slay-
ing of innocent children, we see another 
hope more clearly: nothing can stop 
God’s plan for our salvation. We can 
hope that despite the warfare and geno-
cide rampant in our world, the powers 

of darkness are ultimately powerless 
against God’s Providence.  Try as they 
may to annihilate Christ, “the darkness 
has not overcome (Him).” (John 1:5)

The Magi
These wise men from the East pos-

sessed knowledge, wealth, and status, 
yet were devoid of pride that often ac-
companies such gifts. They used their 
talents as aids to comprehend the mys-
teries of life. Condescending to their 
focus on astronomy, God guided them 
with a Star. In them, we have hope that 
if we “seek” to know God’s design and 
are open to where He leads, if we offer 
our gifts back to Him in adoration, “we 
shall find” (Matthew 7:7) true Wisdom. 

The Shepherds 
In them hope is to be found if we 

don’t enjoy worldly status or wealth. We 
need not fear that we aren’t important or 
polished enough to be near the King, for 
the angels call upon the meek to become 
inheritors of His Kingdom.

As the shepherds’ angelic visitation 
came in the dead of night, so hope is of-
fered to us in our darkest hour. “Be not 
afraid…for to you a Savior is born.” 
(Luke 2:10, 11)

St. Joseph the Betrothed
Joseph was a “just man” (Matthew 

1:19) chosen to care for the Virgin and 
her child. In him we find hope that God 
will reveal His plan to us if we live righ-
teously; and if times of doubt or public 

scrutiny threaten to influence our deci-
sions, heavenly messengers will reas-
sure us to trust God’s promises.

An aging widower with grown chil-
dren, Joseph’s most important role came 
later in his life. If passing time makes us 
fear that our best years are behind us, we 
find hope through Joseph. God is calling 
us to cherish His Son: in this we find our 
life’s greatest purpose.

The Theotokos
In this teenaged Virgin not far from 

childhood herself, young people can 
hope that God wants to use them in their 
present state – not some “far off” future. 
In Mary there is hope for young moth-
ers of little physical means that God will 
provide for them and their child. 

Being an orphan, she offers hope 
to those who have suffered the loss of 
loved ones and thus find it hard to trust 
in God’s continued care over their lives. 

To those striving to live chastely in 
a world bent toward unholy pursuits, she 
gives hope that a holy life is attainable. 
Her life provides hope to the humble, 
that God “exalts those of low degree” 
(Luke 1:52) - for a grateful, prayerful 
soul “magnifies the Lord” (Luke 1:46) 
most.

Humanity has hope in a new Moth-
er—one who says “Yes” to God instead 
of to evil, and breaks the cycle of Eve’s 
disobedience.

The Christ Child
Christ coming as a child gives hope 

that all lives in every stage have pro-
found purpose. Babies cannot speak; yet 
often proclaim the most valuable truths. 
They remind us life is precious, fragile, 

and requires nurturing; life is sacred, 
wondrous, and cries out to be loved and 
embraced. 

In the Christ, we are assured of 
God’s immeasurable love. He gave up 
so very much to be with us. Surrounded 
by the adoration of heavenly hosts and 
adorned in Glory, He left the security of 
His Father’s Bosom and clothed him-
self in a creature’s garment. Coming as 
a baby He fully shares our sometimes 
painful, always vulnerable, human ex-
perience. Such “self-emptying” is a pro-
found mystery. It kindles in the heart a 
tender hope for every possible life cir-
cumstance.

Do doubts assail you as they did 
Joseph? Do not despair. Angelic mes-
sengers will reaffirm God’s truth and 
show you where to go for safety. Are 
you longing for a family of your own? 
Follow His Star with the Magi, and you 
will find a holy family. Worn out by 
life’s struggles? Persevere like the shep-
herds, and “in the fullness of time” (Ga-
latians 4:4) hope will be born for you. 

With Christ we find the fulfillment 
of every hope. He imbues life with new 
meaning for every person honoring His 
birth. He has not left us alone, nor will 
He ever leave us alone. He is Emmanu-
el, “God with us” (Matthew 1:23) and 
His “hope does not disappoint.” (Ro-
mans 5:5)

“Do not lose heart. There is hope, 
and it is Christ.” (St. Ephraim the Syr-
ian)

Presvytera Melanie servers as 
resource developer at the Center for 
Family Care. She graduated from 
Youngstown State University (BChemE), 
and from Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology (MDiv). Married to 
Father Joseph DiStefano for 16 years, 
they have one son, Michael Seraphim.

The heart is a marvel! Theologi-
cally, it is the center of the human be-
ing and where God is revealed. Physi-
cally, it is the primary organ and catalyst 
of necessary processes throughout the 
anatomy. Because the Orthodox Church 
advocates for physical—as well as spir-
itual health—the heart’s material func-
tion becomes an important indicator of 
our general well-being, especially when 
considering heart disease is the number-
one cause of death in the United States.  
“The Spiritual & Physical Heart: What’s 

When Hope is Born

Family Matters is a podcast pro-
duced by Fr. Alex Goussetis, direc-
tor of the Center for Family Care, and 
features interviews, reflections, book 
reviews, and narratives to encourage di-
alogue and strengthen families. Recent 
episodes are now available at: www.
ancientfaith.com/podcasts/familymat-
ters:

Adoption: Blessings and Chal-
lenges —Fr.  Alex Goussetis speaks 
with Stellanie Butcher on the logisti-
cal, emotional and unexpected aspects 
of the adoption of children. Upcom-
ing Pastoral Challenges in Marriage 

Conference—Fr. Alex Goussetis  and 
Melissa Tsongranis speak about this na-
tional conference being held at the end 
of January in Houston, Texas for clergy, 
lay workers, therapist, and all who are 
interested in strengthening their mar-
riage relationship. For more informa-
tion about the conference visit https://
goacfc.wixsite.com/marriage.

Ministering to Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia Family Members—Social 
worker Daniel Belonick speaks with Fr. 
Alex about the physical, emotional, and 
spiritual impact on patients and family 
members.  

Family Matters

the Connection?”  is a Center for Fam-
ily Care webinar broadcast that features 
Dr. Trent Orfanos, a cardiologist and 
Functional Medicine practitioner from 
Crown Point, Indiana. His overall mes-
sage is that our health is much more a 
result of lifestyle choices—rather than 
genetics. By accounting for criteria such 
as diet, social interaction, physical ac-
tivity, and stress reduction, Dr. Orfanos’ 
offers resonating advice for heart health. 
You can watch this webinar at www.
family.goarch.org.

Did You Watch:
The Spiritual and Physical Heart: What’s the Connection?
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Chairman: George Matthews
Dept. Leader: Fr. James Kordaris 
Members: Fr. Mark Leondis, Fr. Steven 
Zorzos, Deacon Paul Zaharas, Fred Cha-
pekis, Fanis Economidis, Isidoros Garifal-
akis, Nicholas Kourtis, Michael Kustur-
iss, Demetri Moschos, Nick Moraitakis, 
Vicki Pappas, Aphrodite Skeadas, Bill 
Vranas, Gus Vratsinas, Halina Woroncow

Religious Education 
Presiding Hierarch: Metropolitan Alexios
Chairman: Gerry Clonaris
Dept. Leader: Fr. Anton Vrame  
Members: Fr. Alkiviades Calivas, Dr. 
John Collis, Fotini Tsintolas Economides, 
Jim Gabriel, Polyxeni Hillier,  D r . 
Anthony Limberakis, Dr. Nicholas G. 
Loutsion, Fr. Paul Palesty, Peter Clyde 
Papadakos.

Marriage & Family
Presiding Hierarch: Metropolitan Gerasi-
mos 
Chairman: Dr. Nicholas Loutsion 
Dept. Leader: Fr. Alexander Goussetis
Members: Fr. Nicholas Anctil, V. Rev. 
Constantine Moralis, Helen Carlos, Mi-
chael Kavourias, Presvytera Nicole Ke-
ares, Angela Krenzelak, Alexander Mail-
lis II, Andy Manatos, Fr. James Paris, 
Michael Psaros, Georgia Skeadas

Greek Education 
Presiding Hierarch: Bishop Apostolos
Members: Dr. Steven Gounardes

Archons

Metropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine 
Receives Athenagoras Award

Archbishop Elpidophoros Presides
at Investiture of 24 New Archons
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Bouras Award Recipient
John S. Zavitsanos, Archon Ekdikos, is this year’s recipient of The Nicholas J. Bouras Award for Extraor-
dinary Archon Stewardship for his outstanding service to the Orthodox Church as an Archon of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. Archbishop Elpidophoros and the National Commander Dr. 
Anthony J. Limberakis presented the award Oct. 18, in a ceremony at the New York Metropolitan Club.

Archdiocesan Council

Legal
Presiding Hierarch: Bishop Andonios
Chairman: George A. Stamboulidis
Members: George G. Demos, Judge Paul 
Lillios, Maria Logus, Bill Marianes, D. 
Moschos, Peter Clyde Papadakos, George 
Tsandikos, Cathy Bouffides-Walsh.

Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
Presiding Hierarch: Metropolitan Savas
Chairman: Jim Gabriel
Dept. Leaders: Steven Christoforou 
Members: Fr. Theodore Barbas, Fr. Nich-
olas Krommydas, Fr. Larry Legakis, Fr. 
Mark Leondis, Fr. Panagiotis Papazafi-
ropoulos, Fr. Theodore Poteres, Fr. John 
Vlahos, Michael Bapis, Drake Behrakis, 
Jim Gabriel, Teddy Germanakos, Tom 
Kanelos , Presvytera Nicole Keares, Mi-
chael Kusturiss Jr., Dean Metropulos, Dr. 
Gregory G. Papadeas, Peter Pappas Jr.,  
Christopher Rongos.         
Technology & Social Media
Presiding Hierarch: Metropolitan Savas 
Chairman: Leon Andris
Dept. Leaders:Theo Nicolakis, Jamil Sa-
mara
Members: Paul C. Lillios, Leon Andris, 
Alex Pritsos

Audit 
Presiding Hierarch: Metropolitan Alexios
Chairman: Elaine Allen
Members: Elaine Allen, Keith Maib, Har-
ry Raptakis, Maria Stefanis
Non Archdiocesan Council Member: 
Tom Jordan
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Committee Members

terization is associated an extraordi-
nary responsibility, noblesse oblige, to 
continue sustained and distinguished 
service to the Church. It is the Archon 
who is the most ardent supporter of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and serves as a 
goodwill ambassador of the Phanar in 
his daily life.”

During the solemn Archon Investi-
ture service, Archbishop Elpidophoros 
presented each Archon with the Cross 
of St. Andrew along with the official 
Patriarchal Certificate specifying the of-
fikion designated by His All-Holiness 
for each Archon.

The new Archons are: 
Nicholas Balidis, Rye, N.Y; Mark 

Boardman, Birmingham, Ala; Sergio 

Deligianis, Flushing, N.Y; George G. 
Demos, Sacramento, Calif; Stilianos Ef-
stratiadis, M.D., St. Louis; James Fran-
gis, Marietta, Ga; Theodore Germana-
kos, M.Div., Bronx, N.Y; Peter Gouris, 
Elkins Park, Pa; John John, Seattle; 
Arthur Katsaros, Naples, Fla; Issam 
Khoury, Hillsborough, Calif; Michael 
Koinis, Houston; Nicholas Kourtis, 
Weston, Mass; Girard Mitchell, Boca 
Raton, Fla; Jeremy Oryhon, MD, Pala-
tine, Ill; Stephen Petrick, Bayonne, N.J; 
Nicholas Rallis, DDS, Port Washing-
ton, N.Y; Nicholas Scandalios, South-
ampton, N.Y; Perry Siatis, Palatine, 
Ill; Nikolaos Spanos, Manhattan, N.Y; 
Lambros Stassinos, Plymouth, Mich; 
Stephanos Tenedios, Tenafly, N.J; The-
odore Vavoulis, Pasadena, Calif; and 
Demetrios, Ziozis, Manhasset, N.Y.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

For Reservations Contact: Local 561-447-0750  •  Toll Free 1-866-447-0750 Ext 102 or 108
Judith@travelgroupint.com   •   www.travelgroupint.com/opa-greek-cruise
125 SE Mizner Blvd., Suite 14, Boca Raton, FL  33432   

Enjoy Fabulous Ship Entertainment, Great Greek Entertainment, Parties & Events!
FEBRUARY 9-16, 2020OPA! GREEK CRUISE

THIS ISN’T JUST A CRUISE SHIP. IT’S AN ADVENTURE.

ALEX & ELENA 
KOUROS

Music by

THE AEGEAN DUO
 Nick Mouganis & Steve Tavelaris

All This And 
Our Own Private 

Greek Events And 
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Cozumel

See the Tony Award® winning 
Broadway Musical

GREEK EVENTSCATS

cept it, as I do not consider myself wor-
thy to be placed among the ranks of the 
eminent persons and institutions who 
have been so honored in the previous 
thirty years. “However, I do accept it, 
gratefully, not as a reward for me per-
sonally, but as a mark of the fruition of 
the work of hundreds of thousands - and 
even millions - of Ukrainian Orthodox 
believers in the Motherland and in the 
Diaspora. 

The Local Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church, fifteenth in the Diptych of Sis-
ter Churches, is the youngest to be pro-
claimed, but is ancient and glorious in 
its history. 

This Church, the Primate of which 
I was by Grace of God elected by deci-
sion of the Unification Council held on 
Dec. 15, 2018, is the fruit of the long 
work, efforts, prayers and struggles of 
many generations of God-fearing an-
cestors, hundreds of hierarchs, many 
thousands of priests, and its millions of 

believers.”
Established in 1986, the Athena-

goras Human Rights Award is given in 
honor of Ecumenical Patriarch Athe-
nagoras, who served as Archbishop of 
the Americas for 18 years before being 
elected Ecumenical Patriarch in 1948. 
He was universally acknowledged as a 
visionary leader and worked for peace 
among Churches and people throughout 
his life.

Previous recipients include His 
Eminence Demetrios, former Archbish-
op of America; Archbishop Iakovos of 
North and South America; Archbishop 
Anastasios of Tirana, Durres, and All 
Albania; Fr. Alexander and Presbytera 
Xanthi Karloutsos; former Presidents 
Jimmy Carter and George H. W. Bush 
and First Lady Barbara Bush; former 
Vice President Joseph Biden; New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo; Nobel Laureate 
and former Soviet leader Mikhail Gor-
bachev; Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel; 
Mother Theresa of Calcutta; and numer-
ous other champions of human rights.

GOA/D.Panagos photo
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Archdiocese News 
Celebrating the Feast of St Demetrios

Honoring Archbishop Michael
Archbishop Elpidophoros recently paid his first visit to Saint Basil Academy in Gar-
rison, N.Y., where he conducted a Trisagion service at the grace of Archbishop 
Michael, who led the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America 
from 1948-58. His Eminence also held a service at the Saint Basil Chapel for the 
Academy’s children and staff.

St. Demetrios services
Archbishop Demetrios (above) presided at the Divine Liturgy for the Feast Day 
of his patron saint at St. Demetrios Cathedral in Astoria, which Archbishop Elpi-
dophoros attended. After the service, representatives of the Order of St. Andrew-
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarch honored Archbishop Demetrios for his 20 
years of service to the Archdiocese. (below) Archbishop Elpidophoros presided at 
the Vespers service at St. Demetrios Church in Merrick, Long Island, where he ton-
sured four altar servers as readers. 

GOA/D.Panagos photo

GOA/D.Panagos photo
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ΥΨΗΛΟΒΑΘΜΕΣ ΕΠΙΣΚΕΨΕΙΣ ΣΤΟΝ 
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΟ ΕΛΠΙΔΟΦΟΡΟ

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Ο Σεβ. Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής κ. Ελπιδοφόρος το τελευταίο 
διήμερο δέχθηκε τις επισκέψεις των Υπουργών Οικονομικών της Ελλάδος κ. Χρήστου 
Σταϊκούρα, Ναυτιλίας και Νησιωτικής Πολιτικής κ. Ιωάννη Πλακιωτάκη και του Πρέσβεως 
της Ελλάδος στην Ουάσιγκτον κ. Θεοχάρη Λαλάκου.

 Ο Σεβασμιώτατος ευχαρίστησε τους εκλεκτούς επισκέπτες για το ειλικρινές ενδια-
φέρον της Ελληνικής Κυβερνήσεως τόσο για την Εκκλησία όσο και για τον Ελληνισμό 
των Η.Π.Α. και διαβεβαίωσε αυτούς ότι και η Ι. Αρχιεπισκοπή πάντοτε θα στέκεται στο 
πλευρό των Ελλήνων απανταχού της γης. Τέλος, αντηλλάγησαν εκατέρωθεν ευχές για 
την επικείμενη εορτή των Χριστουγέννων.

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος με τον Πρέσβη της 
Ελλάδος Θεοχάρη Λαλάκο 

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος με τον Υπουργό 
Οικονομικών Χρήστο Σταϊκούρα 

Oρθόδοξος Παρατηρητἠς

Καλά Χριστούγεννα και 
Ευτυχισμένο το Νέο Έτος

Μήνυμα του Παναγιωτάτου σε Διεθνές 
Συνέδριο Θρησκευτικής Διπλωματίας που 
πραγματοποιείται στην Αθήνα
 
«Η ειρήνη μεταξύ των θρησκειών είναι 
βασική προϋπόθεσις της ειρήνης μεταξύ 
των λαών και των πολιτισμών», επισημαίνει 
ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης Βαρθολομαίος, 
σε μαγνητοσκοπημένο Μήνυμά του, 
προς το Διεθνές Συνέδριο Θρησκευτικής 
Διπλωματίας, με θέμα «Η Θρησκεία 
στον Σύγχρονο Κόσμο: Προκλήσεις και 
Προοπτικές για τον Διάλογο και την 
Ειρήνη», το οποίο συνδιοργανώνουν 
το περιοδικό «Foreign Affairs, The 
Hellenic Edition» και το Εθνικό και 
Καποδιστριακό Πανεπιστήμιο Αθηνών, 
και πραγματοποιείται από τη Δευτέρα 11 
Νοεμβρίου, στην Αθήνα.
 Στο μήνυμά του ο Παναγιώτατος επισημαίνει, 
μεταξύ άλλων, ότι «αι θρησκείαι οφείλουν 
να αναπτύξουν την ειρηνοποιητικήν των 
λειτουργίαν αποτελεσματικώτερα, και 
επαναλαμβάνομεν ότι ‘Βία και πόλεμος εν 
ονόματι της θρησκείας και του Θεού, είναι 
βία και πόλεμος κατά της θρησκείας και 
του Θεού’. Πρέπει αι θρησκείαι να παύσουν 
να δίδουν ευπρόσδεκτα επιχειρήματα εις 
τους αρνητάς της πίστεως και εις όσους 
αρέσκονται να ταυτίζουν την θρησκείαν 
με τας αρνητικάς της πτυχάς. Είναι 
απαράδεκτον, εκπρόσωποι των θρησκειών 
να εμφανίζονται ως κήρυκες φανατισμού, 
να αναρριπίζουν την φλόγα του μίσους 
και να επιτρέπουν, ελαφρά τη καρδία, 
να χρησιμοποιούνται από διαφόρους 
επιτηδείους δι᾿ αλλοτρίους, μη ειρηνικούς, 
σκοπούς».
  Υπ ε ν θ υ μ ί ζ ε ι  μ ά λ ι σ τ α ,  ό τ ι  « ε ν 
όψει  των εκρήξεων θρησκευτικού 
φονταμενταλισμού, της ωμής βίας, 
τ η ς  κ ατα σ τρ ο φ ή ς  θ ρ η σ κ ε υ τ ι κ ώ ν 
μνημείων, της επαπειλουμένης ή και εν 
εξελίξει    συγκρούσεως των πολιτισμών, 
των διωγμών κατά των θρησκευτικών 
μ ε ι ο ν ο τ ή τ ω ν  κ α ι  τ η ς  σ τ υ γ ν ή ς 
καταπατ ήσ ε ω ς  τ ης  θρησ κ ε υτ ικής 
ελευθερίας, η Αγία και Μεγάλη Σύνοδος 
της Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας (Κρήτη, 2016) 
κατεδίκασε τας νοσηράς αυτάς εκφάνσεις 
της θρησκευτικότητος και εξήρε την 
σημασίαν του διαθρησκειακού διαλόγου 
και την συμβολήν του εις την ειρήνην».
  «Ορθώς ελέχθη ότι ο γόρδιος δεσμός 
της ειρήνης δεν λύνεται με το σπαθί του 
Μεγαλέξανδρου. Η ειρήνη είναι αιώνιο 
πρόβλημα και καθήκον ανεκτέλεστο, δεν 
εξασφαλίζεται ποτέ για πάντα και απαιτεί 
αδιάκοπο αγώνα. Είμαστε «καταδικασμένοι» 
στον αγώνα και στην αγωνία για την 
ειρήνη. Η ημετέρα Μετριότης επαινεί και 
στηρίζει πάσαν ειλικρινή πρωτοβουλίαν 

Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης: 

«Είναι απαράδεκτο, 
εκπρόσωποι των 

θρησκειών να 
εμφανίζονται ως 

κήρυκες φανατισμού»

 Σελίδα 28  Σελίδα 28

Το Ετήσιο Επιμορφωτικό Σεμινάριο 
του Γραφείο Παιδείας Αρχιεπισκοπικής 
Περιφέρειας έλαβε χώρα υπό την αιγίδα 
του Σεβ. Αρχιεπισκόπου Αμερικής κ. Ελ-
πιδοφόρου την Τρίτη 5 Νοεμβρίου, στο 
Ελληνοαμερικανικό Λύκειο του Αγίου 
Δημητρίου Αστορίας. Πάνω από 260 εκ-
παιδευτικοί της μητροπολιτικής περιοχής 
έλαβαν μέρος. 

Το πρόγραμμα άνοιξε με την ομιλία 
του ο κ. Νίκος Κατσώρης, ιδρυτής και 
πρόεδρος του μη κερδοσκοπικού ιδρύματος 
“Make a Difference with Loukoumi”.

Tην Ελληνική παρουσίαση με θέμα 
«Σύγχρονες Μέθοδοι Διδασκαλίας της 
Νεοελληνικής Γλώσσας: Από τη Θεωρία 
στην Πράξη» ανέλαβε η Δρ. Νατσιοπούλου, 
επίκουρος καθηγήτρια στο τμήμα Κοινωνι-
ολογίας και Εκπαίδευσης / Teachers College 
/ Columbia University.

Ετήσιο 
Επιμορφωτικό 

Σεμινάριο - Γραφείο 
Παιδείας 

Αρχιεπισκοπικής 
Περιφέρειας
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 Σελίδα 27

 Σελίδα 27

Ο Γεν. Πρόξενος της Κίνας επισκέφθηκε το 
Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο

διά την ειρήνην, αγωνίζεται δε αδιαλείπτως 
διά τον διάλογον των θρησκειών και διά 
την ενδυνάμωσιν της συμβολής των εις 
την καταλλαγήν και την αλληλεγγύην», 
αναφέρει, σε άλλο σημείο του Μηνύματός 
του, ο Παναγιώτατος.
  Ακολουθεί το πλήρες κείμενο του 
Μ η ν ύ μ α τ ο ς  τ ο υ  Π α ν α γ ι ω τ ά τ ο υ 
Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχου προς το Διεθνές 
Συνέδριο Θρησκευτικής Διπλωματίας 
με θέμα «Η Θρησκεία στον Σύγχρονο 
Κόσμο: Προκλήσεις και Προοπτικές για 
τον Διάλογο και την Ειρήνη»:
 Τῷ Ἐντιμοτάτῳ κυρίῳ Λουκᾷ Γ. Κατσώνῃ, 
Ἐκδότῃ τοῦ περιοδικοῦ Foreign Affairs. 
The Hellenic Edition, τέκνῳ τῆς ἡμῶν 
Μετριότητος ἐν Κυρίῳ ἀγαπητῷ, χάριν, 
εἰρήνην καί εὐλογίαν παρά Θεοῦ.
  Ζῶμεν κατά τάς τελευταίας δεκαετίας 
μίαν ἐπαναξιολόγησιν τοῦ ρόλου τῆς 
θρησκείας διά τήν ζωήν τῶν ἀτόμων καί 
τῶν κοινωνιῶν. Ἡ θρησκεία ἐπιστρέφει 
δυναμικά εἰς τό προσκήνιον, ἐμφανίζεται 
ὡς εἷς σημαντικός παράγων διά τό παρόν 
καί τό μέλλον τῆς ἀνθρωπότητος. Καμμία 
ἀνάλυσις τῆς παρούσης καταστάσεως δέν 
εἶναι πλήρης, ἐάν δέν ὑπάρξῃ ἀναφορά 
καί εἰς τήν ἐπιρροήν τῆς θρησκείας. Εἰς 
τήν σχετικήν συζήτησιν, τονίζονται αἱ 
ἑξῆς τέσσαρες σημαντικαί λειτουργίαι τῆς 
θρησκείας: Ἡ πρώτη ἔχει σχέσιν μέ τήν 
νοηματοδότησιν τῆς ζωῆς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου. 
Ἡ θρησκεία δίδει ζωτικάς ἀπαντήσεις εἰς 
τά βαθέα ὑπαρξιακά μας προβλήματα 
καί σταθερόν προσανατολισμόν εἰς τήν 
ἀνθρωπίνην ὕπαρξιν. Δεύτερον, ἡ θρησκεία 
ἐξασφαλίζει ταυτότητα εἰς τούς λαούς καί 
τούς πολιτισμούς. Γνωρίζοντες, οὕτω, τήν 
θρησκείαν τοῦ ἄλλου, ἔχομεν πρόσβασιν 
εἰς τά χαρακτηριστικά τοῦ πολιτισμοῦ του. 
Τρίτον, τά σημαντικώτερα πολιτισμικά 
ἐπιτεύγματα τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, αἱ ὑψηλότεραι 
ἀξίαι του καί τά σπουδαιότερα ἔργα τῆς 
διανοίας καί τῆς καλλιτεχνικῆς ἰδιοφυΐας 

του, συνδέονται μέ τήν θρησκείαν. 
Ἡ τετάρτη λειτουργία τῆς θρησκείας 
ἀναφέρεται εἰς τήν συμβολήν της εἰς τήν 
εἰρήνην. Ἡ εἰρήνη μεταξύ τῶν θρησκειῶν 
εἶναι βασική προϋπόθεσις τῆς εἰρήνης 
μεταξύ τῶν λαῶν καί τῶν πολιτισμῶν.
                     Ἀναφορικῶς πρός τό τελευταῖον 
σημεῖον, τό ὁποῖον ἀφορᾷ εἰς τήν θεματικήν 
τοῦ συνεδρίου σας, ἔχει ἀσκηθῆ κριτική 
εἰς τάς θρησκείας, διά τό γεγονός ὅτι 
αὗται ὄχι μόνον δέν φαίνεται νά ἀσκοῦν 
ἀποτελεσματικῶς τόν εἰρηνοποιόν των 
ρόλον, ἀλλά μᾶλλον ἐνισχύουν τήν 
διάσπασιν, τροφοδοτοῦν τόν φανατισμόν 
καί τήν βίαν ἐν ὀνόματι τοῦ Θεοῦ.
Ἐν ὄψει τῶν ἐκρήξεων θρησκευτικοῦ 
φονταμενταλισμοῦ, τῆς ὠμῆς βίας, 
τ ῆ ς  κ ατα σ τρ ο φ ῆ ς  θ ρ η σ κ ε υ τ ι κ ῶ ν 
μ ν η μ ε ί ω ν,  τ ῆ ς  ἐ π α π ε ι λ ο υ μ έ ν η ς 
ἤ καί ἐν ἐξελίξει    «συγκρούσεως τῶν 
πολιτισμῶν», τῶν διωγμῶν κατά τῶν 
θρησκευτικῶν μειονοτήτων καί τῆς 
στυγνῆς καταπατήσεως τῆς θρησκευτικῆς 
ἐλευθερίας, ἡ Ἁγία καί Μεγάλη Σύνοδος 
τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας (Κρήτη, 2016) 
κατεδίκασε τάς νοσηράς αὐτάς ἐκφάνσεις 
τῆς θρησκευτικότητος καί ἐξῇρε τήν 
σημασίαν τοῦ διαθρησκειακοῦ διαλόγου 
καί τήν συμβολήν του εἰς τήν εἰρήνην. Εἰς 
τήν Ἐγκύκλιον τῆς Συνόδου σημειοῦνται 
τά ἑξῆς ἐπί τοῦ προκειμένου: «Βιοῦμεν 
σήμερον ἔξαρσιν νοσηρῶν φαινομένων 
βίας ἐν ὀνόματι τοῦ Θεοῦ. Αἱ ἐκρήξεις 
φονταμενταλισμοῦ εἰς τούς κόλπους τῶν 
θρησκειῶν κινδυνεύουν νά ὁδηγήσουν 
εἰς τήν ἐπικράτησιν τῆς ἀπόψεως ὅτι ὁ 
φονταμενταλισμός ἀνήκει εἰς τήν οὐσίαν τοῦ 
θρησκευτικοῦ φαινομένου. Ἡ ἀλήθεια ὅμως 
εἶναι ὅτι ὁ φονταμενταλισμός, ὡς «ζῆλος 
οὐ κατ’ ἐπίγνωσιν» (Ρωμ. ι’,  2),  ἀποτελεῖ 
ἔκφρασιν νοσηρᾶς θρησκευτικότητος. Ὁ 
ἀληθής χριστιανός, κατά τό πρότυπον τοῦ 
σταυρωθέντος Κυρίου, θυσιάζεται καί δέν 
θυσιάζει, καί διά τόν λόγον αὐτόν εἶναι ὁ 
αὐστηρότερος κριτής τοῦ ὁποθενδήποτε 
προερχομένου φονταμενταλισμοῦ. Ὁ 

εἰλικρινής διαθρησκεια-κός διάλογος 
συμβάλλει εἰς τήν ἀνάπτυξιν ἀμοιβαίας 
ἐμπιστοσύνης, εἰς τήν προώθησιν τῆς 
εἰρήνης καί τῆς καταλλαγῆς» (§ 17).
Καί ἡμεῖς προσωπικῶς ὑπογραμμίζομεν 
ὅ τ ι ,  α ἱ  θ ρ η σ κ ε ῖ α ι  ὀ φ ε ί λ ο υ ν  ν ά 
ἀναπτύξουν τήν εἰρηνοποιητικήν των 
λειτουργίαν ἀποτελεσματικώτερα, καί 
ἐπαναλαμβάνομεν ὅτι «Βία καί πόλεμος ἐν 
ὀνόματι τῆς θρησκείας καί τοῦ Θεοῦ, εἶναι 
βία καί πόλεμος κατά τῆς θρησκείας καί τοῦ 
Θεοῦ». Πρέπει αἱ θρησκεῖαι νά παύσουν 
νά δίδουν εὐπρόσδεκτα ἐπιχειρήματα εἰς 
τούς ἀρνητάς τῆς πίστεως καί εἰς ὅσους 
ἀρέσκονται νά ταυτίζουν τήν θρησκείαν 
μέ τάς ἀρνητικάς της πτυχάς. Εἶναι 
ἀπαράδεκτον, ἐκπρόσωποι τῶν θρησκειῶν 
νά ἐμφανίζωνται ὡς κήρυκες φανατισμοῦ, 
νά ἀναρριπίζουν τήν φλόγα τοῦ μίσους 
καί νά ἐπιτρέπουν, ἐλαφρᾷ τῇ καρδίᾳ, 
νά χρησιμοποιοῦνται ἀπό διαφόρους 
ἐπιτηδείους δι᾿ ἀλλοτρίους, μή εἰρηνικούς, 
σκοπούς.
Ποτέ εἰς τήν ἱστορίαν τῆς ἀνθρωπότητος, 
ἡ εἰρήνη δέν ὑπῆρξεν αὐτονόητος 
κ ατ ά σ τ α σ ι ς ,  ἀ λ λ ά  ἦτ ο  π ά ν τ ο τ ε 
ἀποτέλεσμα ἐμπνευσμένων πρωτοβουλιῶν, 
γενναιότητος καί αὐτοθυσίας, ἀγώνων 
διά τήν δικαιοσύνην καί τήν προστασίαν 
τῆς ἀξιοπρεπείας τοῦ ἀνθρώπου. Εἰς 
τήν ἐποχήν μας, πολλοί ἀνέμενον ὅτι τό 
τέλος τοῦ «ψυχροῦ πολέμου», ἡ ἄνοδος 
τοῦ βιοτικοῦ ἐπιπέδου, ἡ πρόοδος τῆς 
ἐπιστήμης καί τῆς τεχνολογίας, ἡ κοινωνία 
τῆς πληροφορίας καί ἡ παγκοσμιο-ποίησις, 
θά συνέβαλλον οὐσιαστικῶς εἰς τήν 
ἐπικράτησιν τῆς εἰρήνης. Ὅμως, νέαι 
ἐντάσεις, αἱ πολιτισμικαί συγκρούσεις, 
ὁ θρησκευτικός φονταμενταλισμός, ὁ 
ἀγών διά τήν διάσωσιν τῆς ἰδιοπροσωπίας 
τῶν λαῶν, ἡ τρομοκρατία, ἡ βιομηχα-νία 
τῶν ὅπλων καί ποικίλα ἄλλα οἰκονομικά 
συμφέροντα, τά κοινωνικά προβλήματα 
καί ἡ ἀδικία, λειτουργοῦν σήμερον ὡς 
ἑστίαι νέων βιαίων συγκρού-σεων καί 
περιορισμοῦ τῶν ἐλευθεριῶν καί τῶν 

ἀνθρωπίνων δικαιωμάτων.     
                        Ὀρθῶς ἐλέχθη ὅτι «ὁ γόρδιος 
δεσμός τῆς εἰρήνης δέν λύνεται μέ τό 
σπαθί τοῦ Μεγαλέξανδρου. Ἡ εἰρήνη 
εἶναι ἀιώνιο πρόβλημα καί καθῆκον 
ἀνεκτέλεστο, δέν ἐξασφαλίζεται ποτέ 
γιά πάντα καί ἀπαιτεῖ ἀδιάκοπο ἀγῶνα. 
Εἴμαστε «καταδικασμένοι» στόν ἀγῶνα 
καί στήν ἀγωνία γιά τήν εἰρήνη». Ἡ 
ἡμετέρα Μετριότης ἐπαινεῖ καί στηρίζει 
πᾶσαν εἰλικρινῆ πρωτοβουλίαν διά τήν 
εἰρήνην, ἀγωνίζεται δέ ἀδιαλείπτως διά 
τόν διάλογον τῶν θρησκειῶν καί διά τήν 
ἐνδυνάμωσιν τῆς συμβολῆς των εἰς τήν 
καταλλαγήν καί τήν ἀλληλεγγύην.
            Ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία ἐτόνιζε καί 
τονίζει τήν συνάφειαν τῆς εἰρήνης μέ τήν 
δικαιοσύνην. Μέριμνα διά τήν εἰρήνην 
σημαίνει ἀγῶνα διά τήν ἐγκαθίδρυσιν μιᾶς 
κοινωνίας δικαιοσύνης καί ἐλευθερίας, 
διά τήν προστασίαν τῶν δικαιωμάτων 
τοῦ ἀνθρώπου. Ἡ τεθεμελιωμένη ἐπί 
τῆς δικαιοσύνης εἰρήνη εἶναι τό ὕψιστον 
ἐγκόσμιον ἀγαθόν, τό ἀληθές συμφέρον, 
τό «εἰς ἀγαθόν φέρον», διά τόν ἄνθρωπον, 
διά τούς λαούς, διά τήν ἀνθρωπότητα. 
Ἡ Ἐκκλησία ὀφείλει νά προβάλλῃ τάς 
φιλανθρώπους παραδόσεις καί ἀξίας τῆς 
Ὀρθοδόξου Παραδόσεως, νά συμβάλλῃ 
εἰς τήν οἰκοδομήν ἑνός φιλειρηνικοῦ 
ἀνθρώπου, ὁ ὁποῖος θά βλέπῃ εἰς τό 
πρόσωπον τοῦ συνανθρώπου τόν ἀδελφόν 
καί ὄχι τόν ἐπίβουλον τῇ ζωῇ καί τῇ 
ἐλευθερίᾳ του, τήν «κόλασιν».
            Μέ αὐτάς τάς σκέψεις, συγχαίροντες 
τούς διοργανωτάς καί τούς ἄλλους 
συντελεστάς τοῦ παρόντος διεθνοῦς 
συνεδρίου, μέ τήν ἐντυπωσιακήν εἰς εὗρος 
θεματολογίαν, καί εὐχόμενοι ἐπιτυχῆ κατά 
πάντα διεξαγωγήν αὐτοῦ, καταστέφομεν 
τούς ἐλλογιμωτάτους εἰσηγητάς καί τούς 
λοιπούς συνέδρους διά τῆς Πατριαρχικῆς 
ἡμῶν εὐλογίας καί ἐπικαλούμεθα ἐφ᾿ 
ὑμᾶς τήν χάριν καί τό ἔλεος τοῦ Θεοῦ τῆς 
εἰρήνης, τῆς δικαιοσύνης καί τῆς ἀγάπης.   
4 Νοεμβρίου 2019

Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης: 
«Είναι απαράδεκτο, εκπρόσωποι των θρησκειών να εμφανίζονται ως κήρυκες φανατισμού»

Το Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο επισκέφθηκε 
ο  Γε ν ι κ ό ς  Πρ ό ξ ε ν ο ς  τ η ς  Λα ϊ κ ή ς 
Δημοκρατίας της Κίνας στην Πόλη, 
κύριος Cui Wei.
O  κ.Wei,  ο οποιος είναι ο πρώτος 
εκπρόσωπος της Λαϊκής Δημοκρατίας της 
Κίνας που επισκέπτεται την Ιερή Καθέδρα 
της Αγίας του Χριστού Μεγάλης Εκκλησίας, 
έγινε δεκτός με εγκαρδιότητα από τον 
Οικουμενικό Πατριάρχη Βαρθολομαίο, 
και είχαν την ευκαιρία να συζητήσουν 
θέματα που άπτονται της ζωής και των 
πρωτοβουλιών του Οικουμενικού Θρόνου. 
Επίσης, o κ. Γενικός ενημερώθηκε για την 
πνευματική δραστηριότητα που αναπτύσει 

η Ιερά Μητρόπολη Χονγκ Κονγκ, η οποία, 
στο πλαίσιο της δικαιοδοσίας της, μεριμνά 
για την διαποίμανση και ενίσχυση των 
Ορθοδόξων πιστών που διαβιούν εκεί. Ο 
κ.  Wei  από την πλευρά του ενημέρωσε 
τον Οικουμενικό Πατριάρχη για την 
θρησκευτική και κοινωνική ζωή στην 
Κίνα και είπε ότι θα χαρεί να τον δει να 
επισκέπτεται την χώρα του.
 Αμέσως μετά, ο κ. Wei, συνοδευόμενος 
από τον Πατριαρχικό Διάκονο Ιάκωβο, 
επισκέφθηκε τον Πάνσεπτο Πατριαρχικό 
Ναό και ενημερώθηκε για την ιστορία του 
και τα ιερά κειμήλια που φυλάσσονται σε 
αυτόν.

Νίκος Μαγγίνας Photo

GOA-Δημήτρης Πανάγος

GOA-Δημήτρης Πανάγος

Τα επιμέρους εργαστήρια του αγγλι-
κού σεμιναρίου έγιναν σε συνεργασία με 
την εταιρεία Brienza’s Academic Advantage, 

η οποία είναι εγκεκριμένη από το NYC 
Education Department για να προσφέρει 
προγράμματα επιμόρφωσης εκπαιδευτικών 
στην πόλη της Νέας Υόρκης. 
Αθηνά Φιλίππου-Κατέχη, Διευθύντρια

Ετήσιο Επιμορφωτικό Σεμινάριο

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος πρώην Αμερικής, κατόπιν προσκλήσεως του Αρχιεπισκόπου κ. 
Ελπιδοφόρου, προεξήρχε  της Θείας Λειτουργίας στην εορτήν του Αγίου Δημητρίου στον Κα-
θεδρικό Ναό του Αγίου Δημητρίου Αστορίας.  Άρχοντες  του Τάγματος του Αγίου Ανδρέα του 
Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου απένειμανστον κ. Δημήτριο τιμητική πλακέτα για την 20χρονη 
διακονία του στην Ι. Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής.  
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Η ΕΙΣ ΚΥΡΙΟΝ 
ΕΚΔΗΜΙΑ ΤΟΥ 

ΓΕΡΟΝΤΟΣ 
ΕΦΡΑΙΜ

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Μετ᾽ ιδιαιτέρας συ-
γκινήσεως η Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής 
ανακοινώνει την εν Κυρίω μακαρία κοίμη-
ση του Γέροντος Εφραίμ, προηγουμένου 
της Ιεράς Μονής Φιλοθέου Αγίου Όρους, 
συμβάσα το παρελθόν Σάββατο, 7 Δεκεμ-
βρίου ε.ε., στην Ιερά Μονή Αγ. Αντωνίου 
Αριζόνας, όπου εγκαταβιούσε ο αείμνηστος 
Γέροντας κατά τα τελευταία έτη.

 Η εξόδιος ακολουθία αυτού θα τε-
λεσθεί στην ως άνω Ι. Μονή την Τετάρτη, 
11 Δεκεμβρίου και ώρα 1:00 μ.μ. προεξάρ-
χοντος του Σεβ. Αρχιεπισκόπου Αμερικής 
κ. Ελπιδοφόρου, τη συμμετοχή Ιεραρχών 
της Ι. Αρχιεπισκοπής και παρουσία, ως εκ-
προσώπου του Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχου, 
του Καθηγουμένου της Ι. Μονής Φιλοθέου, 
Πανοσιολ. Αρχιμ. κ. Νικοδήμου.

 Ο Σεβ. Αρχιεπίσκοπος δήλωσε τα 
εξής: «Υποκλίνομαι στην αγία μορφή του 
Γέροντος Εφραίμ με ευλάβεια και ευγνω-
μοσύνη, διότι θεμελίωσε τον ορθόδοξο 
μοναχισμό στην Αμερική και εγεώργησε 
το άγονο της πνευματικής ερήμου της 
χώρας μας».

Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης: 
«Το Οικουμενικόν Πατριαρχείον αγωνίζεται σήμερα να διαφυλάξη την πίστιν των Πατέρων»

«Το Οικουμενικόν Πατριαρχείον 
αγωνίζεται σήμερα, ενώπιον των πολλών 
συγχύσεων και αξιολογικών ανατροπών, 
να διαφυλάξη την πίστιν των Πατέρων, 
την δοξολογικήν λατρείαν του Θεού και το 
εκκλησιαστικόν ήθος, δίδον εν ταυτώ την 
μαρτυρίαν της αγάπης προς τον πλησίον, 
κατά τα λόγια του Κυρίου:  εφ᾿ όσον 
εποιήσατε ενί τούτων των αδελφών μου των 
ελαχίστων, εμοί εποιήσατε», επεσήμανε ο 
Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης Βαρθολομαίος, 
στην ομιλία του, μετά τη Θεία Λειτουργία, 
στην οποία χοροστάτησε, την Κυριακή, 27 
Οκτωβρίου, στον πανηγυρίσαντα Ιερό Ναό 
του Αγίου Δημητρίου Ξυλόπορτας. 

«Η Μεγάλη Εκκλησία εκφράζει την 
ορθόδοξον παρουσίαν, ταυτότητα και 
μαρτυρίαν, απηλλαγμένην από τον άγονον 
συντηρητισμόν, τον φονταμενταλισμόν, 
τον εθνοφυλετισμόν και την άρνησιν του 
διαλόγου με τον σύγχρονον κόσμον. 

Εις την εποχήν μας διαδίδεται 
τ α χ ύ τ α τ α   η  ι δ ε ο λ ο γ ί α  τ η ς 
αυτοπραγματώσεως, η οποία λειτουργεί 
κατά της θυσιαστικής αγάπης και του πο-
λιτισμού της αλληλεγγύης. Αποτελεί όμως 
επικίνδυνον αυταπάτην να πιστεύωμεν 
ότι η ενασχόλησις με τον εαυτόν μας 
και τας πολλάς ανάγκας μας, καλύπτει 
το υπαρξιακόν κενόν, δίδει νόημα εις 
την ζωήν και απαντήσεις εις τα μεγάλα 
υπαρξιακά προβλήματα. Αντιθέτως, ο 
εαυτοκεντρισμός γιγαντώνει τα αδιέξοδα 
και εξουθενώνει τας δημιουργικάς δυνάμεις 
του ανθρώπου. Το ‘ορθόδοξον δέον περί του 
ανθρώπου’ εμπεριέχει την διακονίαν και την 
αγάπην ως την απάντησιν εις το πως πρέπει 
να ζώμεν ως χριστιανοί εν τω κόσμω, ως 
απόκρισιν εις το ερώτημα, ποίον είναι το 
αληθές περιεχόμενον της ελευθερίας μας, 
ποίος ο αιώνιος προορισμός μας».

  Προηγουμένως, ο Παναγιώτατος 
αν α φ έρ θ η κ ε  σ τον  λ α ο φ ι λή  Άγ ι ο 
Μεγαλομάρτυρα Δημήτριο τον Μυροβλύτη, 
προς τιμήν του οποίου αφιερώθηκαν 
πολλοί Ναοί σε όλο τον Ορθόδοξο κόσμο, 
και ασφαλώς και στην Πόλη, στην οποία 
λειτουργούν πέντε επιβλητικοί ναοί προς 

τιμήν του. 
  « Ο  Ν α ό ς ,  ε ι ς  τ ο ν  ο π ο ί ο ν 

ευρισκόμεθ α,  έχει  την ιδ ικήν του 
ιστορίαν. Διετέλεσεν επί ολίγα έτη έδρα 
του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου και 
υπενθυμίζει τας περιπετείας της Αγίας 
του Χριστού Μεγάλης Εκκλησίας, όταν 
αυτή εξηναγκάσθη να εγκαταλείψη την 
ιστορικήν έδραν της και να καταντήση 
σκηνίτης, έρμαιον των διαθέσεων των εν 
εξουσίαις. Μετεκινήθη η έδρα της Μεγάλης 
Εκκλησίας, αλλά δεν ηλλοιώθη ο τρόπος 
της διακονίας του λαού του Θεού υπ᾿ αυτής. 
Αμετακίνητος παρέμεινεν η πιστότης εις 
την Παράδοσιν της Ορθοδοξίας, η καλή 
μαρτυρία  «εν τω κόσμω»  περί της  «ουκ 
εκ του κόσμου»  Αληθείας, η οποία είναι 
Πρόσωπον, είναι ο ένσαρκος Λόγος του 
Θεού, και η σχέσις με Εκείνον, ως υπαρξιακή 
δέσμευσις και απάντησις εις την σωτηριώδη 
κίνησιν και σχέσιν Αυτού προς ημάς, κατά 
το Ιωάννειον: «εν τούτω εστίν η αγάπη, ουχ 
ότι ημείς ηγαπήσαμεν τον Θεόν, αλλ᾿ ότι 
αυτός ηγάπησεν ημάς και απέστειλε τον υιόν 
αυτού ιλασμόν περί των αμαρτιών ημών» (Α’ 
Ιωάν. δ’, 10)».

  Στην ομιλία του ο Παναγιώτατος 
αναφέρθηκε και στην παρουσία μεγάλου 
αριθμού προσκυνητών από την Ελλάδα.

  «Χαιρόμεθα ιδιαιτέρως, διότι αυτό 
το εορταστικόν τριήμερον κατέφθασαν 
εις την Πόλιν πολλοί επισκέπται και 
προσκυνηταί εξ Ελλάδος. Βεβαίως, όλοι οι 
Έλληνες οι οποίοι έρχονται εις την Πόλιν 
του Κωνσταντίνου, εις την Καθέδραν της 
Πρωτοθρόνου Εκκλησίας της Ορθοδοξίας, 
είναι προσκυνηταί. 

Εις τα ευλογημένα χώματα της Βα-
σιλευούσης υπάρχει παντού η σφραγίδα 
του ιδικού μας, του Ορθοδόξου τρόπου 
του βίου, η εύλαλη σιωπή του ιδικού μας 
παρελθόντος και των μεγαλείων του 
Γένους, οι ναοί και τα ιερά προσκυνήματά 
μας, τα σχολεία και τα ιδρύματα, όλα 
αποτύπωμα της πίστεως, της ευφυίας, της 
δημιουργικής δυνάμεως, του ήθους των 
προγόνων μας. 

Τίποτε από αυτά δεν είναι ξένον διά 

εσάς, αγαπητοί, ούτε εσείς είσθε εδώ απλοί 
επισκέπται και ξένοι.

Εύχεσθε, αδελφοί και τέκνα, ο Κύριος 
της δόξης και Θεός του ελέους, να σκέπη 
και να κρατύνη την Αγίαν του Χριστού 
Μεγάλην Εκκλησίαν, το Πατριαρχείον μας, 
διά να δίδη ενθέως την καλήν μαρτυρίαν 
της πίστεως, της αγάπης και της ελπίδος 
εις τον σύγχρονον άνθρωπον.

Ο Πατριάρχης σας προσεύχεται 
αδιαλείπτως, ο πάνδωρος Θεός να ευλογή 
και να σκέπη τα ανά την οικουμένην τέκνα 
της Μητρός Εκκλησίας, να τα οδηγή εις 
οδούς ευθείας και να χαρίζη εις αυτά την 
άνωθεν ειρήνην, την υπερέχουσαν πάντα 
νούν».

  Νωρίτερ α,  τον  Παν αγ ιώτατο 
καλοσώρισε ο Επίσκοπος Αλικαρνασσού 
Αδριανός, Επόπτης της Περιφερείας 
Φαναρίου-Κερατίου Κόλπου. Στην ομιλία 
του και με αφορμή την πρόσφατη επέ-
τειο από την εκλογή του Οικουμενικού 
Πατριάρχου, αναφέρθηκε στις πρωτο-
βουλίες του Παναγιωτάτου και στους 
σημαντικότερους σταθμούς κατά την 28ετή 
Πατριαρχία του. Ακολούθως το έργο της 
Κοινότητας παρουσίασε ο Πρόεδρος της 
Εφοροεπιτροπής Νικόλαος Καλαμάρης. 

Ο Παναγιώτατος εξέφρασε την 
ευαρέσκεια και τα συγχαρητήριά του 
προς τον Επίσκοπο Αλικαρνασσού για 
την αφοσίωση και το έργο του, αλλά και 
προς τον εφημέριο του Ναού, π. Αθανάσιο 
Μαμάση και τον Πρόεδρο της Κοινότητας 
Ν.Καλαμάρη και τους Επιτρόπους για την 
καλή διαχείριση των εκκλησιαστικών και 
κοινοτικών ζητημάτων.

  Κατ ά  τ η  Θ ε ί α  Λ ε ι τ ο υ ρ γ ί α , 
εκκλησιάστηκαν οι Μητροπολίτες Μύρων 
Χρυσόστομος και Κυδωνιών Αθηναγόρας, 
ο απερχόμενος Πρέσβης της Ελλάδος στην 
Άγκυρα Πέτρος Μαυροειδής, ο Γενικός 
Πρόξενος της Ουκρανίας στην Πόλη 
Ολεκσάντρ Γκαμάν, και πλήθος πιστών 
από την Πόλη και προσκυνητών από την 
Ελλάδα. 

 Στη συνέχεια ο Παναγιώτατος δέχθηκε 
σε κατ’ ιδίαν ακρόαση στο Πατριαρχικό 

Γραφείο, στο Φανάρι, τον Πρέσβη Πέτρο 
Μαυροειδή, τον οποίο και ευχαρίστησε 
για το ενδιαφέρον του προς τα ζητήματα 
του Πατριαρχείου και της Ομογενείας, και 
παρέθεσε επίσημο αποχαιρετιστήριο γεύμα 
προς τιμήν του.

  Παρουσίαση αναμνηστικού Τόμου 
για την ανακαίνιση του Αγίου Γεωργίου 
Εδιρνέκαπι 

Τα απόγευμα της Κυριακής, στην 
αίθουσα τελετών του Ιερού Ναού Αγίου 
Γεωργίου Πύλης Αδριανουπόλεως, πραγ-
ματοποιήθηκε, παρουσία του Οικουμενικού 
Πατριάρχου, η παρουσίαση του βιβλίου «Ο 
Ναός του Αγίου Γεωργίου Εδιρνέκαπι και η 
ανακαίνισή του».

  Κατά τη διάρκεια της εκδηλώσεως 
μίλησαν ο υπεύθυνος του Ναού, Επίσκοπος 
Ερυθρών Κύριλλος, Ηγούμενος της Μονής 
Αγίας Τριάδος Χάλκης, ο Άρχων Μ. 
Χαρτοφύλαξ της Μ.τ.Χ.Ε. Παντελεή-
μων Βίγκας και οι τούρκοι αρχιτέκτονες, 
αρχαιολόγοι και πανεπιστημιακοί που 
συνεργάστηκαν για την αναστήλωση του 
Ναού, κατά τα έτη 2014-2017. 

 Ο Παναγιώτατος στη σύντομη ομιλία 
του, στα ελληνικά και τουρκικά, συνεχάρη 
όλους όσοι συνέβαλαν στο σημαντικό αυτό 
έργο διάσωσης και ανάδειξης του ιστορικού 
αυτού Ναού. 

 Στην εκδήλωση παρέστησαν η Γενική 
Πρόξενος της Ελλάδος στην Πόλη Γεωργία 
Σουλτανοπούλου, ο κ. Μουρσέλ Σαρί, 
επί κεφαλής της Διεύθυνσης Βακουφίων 
της Πόλεως, καθώς και συνεργάτες της 
Γενικής Διεύθυνσης Βακουφίων, με την 
συμβολή της οποίας κατέστη δυνατή η 
αναστήλωση και ανακαίνιση του Ναού, 
καθώς και η έκδοση του παρουσιαζόμε-
νου βιβλίου, ο    κ.Μαχίρ Πολάτ, νέος επί 
κεφαλής της Διεύθυνσης Πολιτιστικών 
Μνημείων του Μητροπολιτικού Δήμου της 
Πόλεως, ειδικοί επιστήμονες, ο Πρόεδρος 
της Εφοροεπιτροπής του Ναού Ηλίας 
Γιόφογλου, αλλά και πλήθος ομογενών και 
άλλων αλλογενών ορθοδόξων πιστών που 
εκκλησιάζονται στον Άγιο Γεώργιο Πύλης 
Αδριανουπόλεως. 

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Ο Σεβ. Αρχιεπίσκοπος 
Αμερικής κ. Ελπιδοφόρος συγκαλεί συνέ-
δριο για την Ελληνική Παιδεία με κύριο 
θέμα: «Το όραμα της Ελληνικής Παιδείας 
στις Ηνωμένες Πολιτείες».

 Το Συνέδριο θα πραγματοποιηθεί το 
Σάββατο, 9 Νοεμβρίου 2019, στους χώρους 
της Κοινότητας του Αγίου Νικολάου στο 
Flushing (196-10 Northern Blvd, Flushing, 
NY 11358), μεταξύ 9:30¬¬ π.μ. και 4:30 μ.μ. 
και θα συμμετέχουν ομογενειακοί φορείς, 
ακαδημαϊκοί,  εκπαιδευτικοί και κληρικοί 
από όλη την επικράτεια των Ηνωμένων 
Πολιτειών.

 Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος εξέφρασε από την 
πρώτη στιγμή το ιδιαίτερο ενδιαφέρον του 
για την πορεία και το μέλλον των Σχολείων 
μας στην Αμερική. Με τη σύγκληση του 
Συνεδρίου για την Παιδεία και τα Σχολεία 
της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής επιχειρείται, μέσω 
του διαλόγου και της γόνιμης ανταλλαγής 
απόψεων όλων των ενδιαφερομένων πλευ-
ρών, η κατάληξη σε συμπεράσματα που θα 
οδηγήσουν σε ένα εκ νέου σχεδιασμό και 
σε μια από κοινού πορεία για την καλύτερη 
οργάνωση των Σχολείων μας.

 Στο Συνέδριο για την Ελληνική 
Παιδεία ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος θα κάνει την 

εναρκτήρια εισήγηση και θα ακολουθήσουν 
εισηγήσεις από εκπαιδευτικούς και κληρι-
κούς για τον ρόλο της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής 
στην Ελληνική Παιδεία, για την διδασκαλία 
της Ελληνικής Γλώσσας και για τα Ημερή-
σια, Απογευματινά και Τσάρτερ σχολεία.

 Το Συνέδριο οργανώνει Συντονιστική 
Επιτροπή που αποτελείται από τον Θεοφ. 
Επίσκοπο Μηδείας κ. Απόστολο ως Πρό-
εδρο, και μέλη τους Πρωτοπρεσβύτερους 
π. Παύλο Παλαιστίδη και π. Νικηφόρο 
Φακινό, τον Δρ. Αναστάσιο Κουλαρμάνη, 
Διευθυντή Παιδείας, την κ. Αθηνά Κρομ-
μύδα και τον κ. Νίκο Ανδριώτη.

ΣΥΝΕΔΡΙΟ ΓΙΑ ΤΗΝ ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗ ΠΑΙΔΕΙΑ

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος
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Obituaries Archdiocese news

Elder Archimandrite Ephraim 
(Ioannis Moraitis), an archimandrite and 
former abbot of Philotheou Monastery 
on Mount Athos, spiritual guide of four 
monasteries on Mount Athos and of 
eight women’s convents in Greece, and 
the founder of 19 monasteries in the 
United States and Canada, passed away 
Dec. 7. He resided in Arizona at St. 
Anthony’s Greek Orthodox Monastery 
until his repose..

Elder Ephraim was a hieromonk for 
71 years and an elder for more than 50 
years. He was a disciple of Saint Joseph 
the Hesychast of Mount Athos and lived 
in monastic obedience to him for 12 
years until the saint’s repose in 1959. 
Elder Ephraim wrote many books on 
his experiences and homilies of Saint 
Joseph.

Elder Ephraim was born June 24, 
1927 in Volos, Greece, on the day of 
the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, and 
was given a baptismal name of John 
(Ioannis). He grew up in poverty and 
helped his father at work, but always tried 
to emulate the pious life of his mother 
Victoria (whom he later tonsured a nun 
with the name Theophano). He began to 
desire the monastic life around 14 years 
of age, but he did not get a blessing from 
his spiritual father to leave and become 
a monk until he was 19.

On Sept. 26, 1947, Ioannis arrived at 
Mt. Athos to the St. Anna’s skete. Elder 
Joseph got to know about his arrival 
from the patron saint of both Ioannis and 
of the keliya of Elder Joseph – St. John 
the Baptist. As elder Ephraim recalls 
in his book, at the pier he met Elder 
Arsenios who said: “Are you Iannakis 
from Volos?” – “Yes, how do you know 
me?” – “Elder Joseph knows that from 
the Fair Forerunner. He appeared to him 
today and said: I brought to you a sheep. 
Place it within your fence.”

So Ioannis became a disciple 
of Saint Joseph the Hesychast who 
tonsured him in 1948 and gave him 
the name Ephraim. Ephraim was 
subsequently ordained a deacon, and 
then a priest. The life in the brotherhood 
under Elder Joseph was very austere 
and ascetical, and Ephraim made great 
spiritual progress under his holy Elder.

After Elder Joseph’s repose in 
1959, Elder Ephraim continued to live 
in asceticism until he became the abbot 
of t he Holy Monastery of Philotheou 
in 1973, where he was able to revive 
the spiritual life in a short time. Due 
to the reputation of Elder Ephraim, 
the monastery’s brotherhood grew 
rapidly. Elder Ephraim was asked by 
the council of Mount Athos to revive 

and expand several other monasteries 
on Mount Athos which had a dwindling 
number of monks. These monasteries 
were Xeropotamou, Konstamonitou, 
and Karakallou. He was also asked 
to repopulate the Great Lavra but 
declined. Along with the monasteries 
on Mount Athos, there are several other 
monasteries in Greece under Elder 
Ephraim’s spiritual guidance, including 
the monastery of St. John the Forerunner 
in Serres, that of Panagia the Directress 
in Portaria (Volos), and that of the 
Archangel Michael, a formal metochion 
of Philotheou on the island of Thasos.

In 1979, Elder Ephraim became ill 
and needed surgery. Then his spiritual 
children from Canada offered to do the 
surgery in Canada. The Elder agreed, 
the operation was successful. For more 
than a month Elder Ephraim stayed in 
America and met representatives of the 
Greek community. He got to know that 
the spiritual life in the Greek circles 
have been disrupted, people stayed for 
a long time without confession and with 
grave sins, were taking Communion 
totally unprepared and did not keep 
the canons of the Church. They forget 
the pious Orthodox life, Greek national 
traditions and were accustomed to a 
vicious lifestyle.

Father Ephraim decided to go to 
America more and more often. He first 
visited Canada: Toronto, Vancouver, 
Montreal, and then he was invited to the 
United States. In the end, the council 
of the Holy Mountain warned him that 
he cannot continue this way and must 
choose: either the Holy Mountain, 
or America. The Elder began to pray 
and it was revealed that his place is in 
America. He decided to move to the 
U.S. – for the spiritual care of his flock 
and the revival of spiritual life in the 
Greek communities of North America.

The first monastery that was 
established by Elder Ephraim was that 
of Nativity of the Mother of God in 
Pennsylvania, near the city of Pittsburgh. 
The main monastery has the name of St. 
Anthony the Great and is located in the 
middle of the Sonoran Desert in Arizona. 
Here Archimandrite Ephraim resided 
most of the time. He arrived to the 
desert in 1995 with 5 monks. There was 
no electricity, no water and no building 
materials. But the Elder was not afraid 
of difficulties and urged the brethren not 
to despair and believe in God. He heard 
in that place Athonite Bells and saw his 
Elder, Joseph Hesychast there and thus 
he knew that there they should build the 
monastery. He said: “We came to build 
the temple and the monastery and, for 

Elder Archimandrite Ephraim our diligence, God will bless our work”. 
Soon people began to donate money and 
materials, the main church was built in 
just 4 months. The whole territory was 
planted with olive and citrus gardens.

Elder Ephraim developed a 
reputation of being a grace-filled 
confessor, a true Athonite elder, and had 
thousands of spiritual children around 
the world: monastics, clergy, and laity. 
He is considered by many to be the 
first to establish an authentic Athonite 
monastery on American soil. In his life, 
Elder Ephraim founded 19 monasteries 
in the United States and Canada for 
women and men alike, as well as a 
nursing home.

Anthony Stefanis
BONITA SPRINGS, Fla. - Anthony 

Stefanis, an Archon of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and long-time member of 
the Archdiocesan Council, passed away 
at age 79 on Nov. 7 at home with his 
loving wife Lottie and their children at 
his side.  

He was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., and 
grew up together with Carol, Paulette 
(Leadership 100s executive director) 
and Peter Poulos.

He was a graduate of New York 
Polytechnic University, and then went 
on to Harvard Graduate School of 
Business.

Initially trained as an engineer, he 
spent most of his professional career 
as a high-level executive with IBM, 
working on projects for the corporation 
throughout the world.

Stefanis became an Archon of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in 1994 and 
served the Archdiocese with distinction 
and honor under Archbishop Iakovos 
of blessed memory and Archbishop 
Demetrios.

After retiring from IBM, he devoted 
most of his time in service to the Church.

He served as chairman of the 
Archdiocesan Council Administration 
Committee and was an Executive 
Committee member for about three 
decades.

He was instrumental in establishing 
the strategic plan for the Archdiocese 
and travelled to each Metropolis to 
learn about the concerns and needs of 
the Metropolis and clergy to incorporate 
them into the plan, working closely with 
each Metropolitan.

He moved to Florida about three 
years ago and became involved with the 
health care industry, and worked with 
Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta.

Anthony is survived by his beloved 
wife of 57 years, Lottie; a son, Nicholas; 
a daughter, Olga (Tyrone) Nelson, 
grandchildren Anthony and Nicholas, 
a brother, James (Georgette), niece, 
Andrea; sister-in-law, Rita Stafford and 
many cousins. 

Funeral services took place Nov. 
14 at St. Katherine in Naples, Fla., 
with Bishop Sevastianos of Zela, 
and Fr. Philemon Patitsas officiating. 
Condolence letters were read from 
Metropolitan Alexios, who was on a 
pilgrimage at the time, and Metropolitan 
Gerasimos. A long-time friend, James 
Logothetis, delivered a touching eulogy.

Correction

Archbishop Elpidophoros received a 
visit July 31 from members of Orthodox 
Christian Laity. They discussed spiritual 
renewal and unity for the Orthodox 
Church in the U.S., and the importance of 
positive communications as the Church 
moves forward, With the Archbishop, 
from left, Executive Director George 
Matsoukas, President Argo Georgiandis 
Pyle and Peter Petkas, George Karcazes 
and Dr. William Tenet.

OCL Representatives 
Meet with Archbishop

On page 26 in the Sept-Oct. issue of 
the Orthodox Observer, the photo was 
misidentified. It should have read that one 
of the honorary doctorates Archbishop 
Demetrios had received was from St, Tikhon 
Orthodox Seminary in Pennsylvania.

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. –     Bishop 
Demetrios of Mokissos began his new 
ministry as hierarchal proistamenos 
of the St. Photios Greek Orthodox 
National Shrine, and as the Assembly of 
Canonical Orthodox Bishops’ liaison to 
the Orthodox Christian Mission Center 
(OCMC), also headquartered in St. 
Augustine, the week of Sept. 30 – Oct. 4.   
During the week Bishop Demetrios 
toured the Shrine, an Archdiocese 
institution dedicated to the first colony 
of Greeks who came to America in 
1768. He met with the staff and board 
members, discussing how the Shrine 
can play a more visible and active role 
in the Church’s ministry. 

He also toured the OCMC 
headquarters, the official missions 
agency of the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United States, 
and met with Executive Director Fr. 
Martin Ritsi, his former schoolmate.  

Bishop Demetrios represented 
Archbishop Elpidophoros at the funeral 
Oct. 2 of retired Roman Catholic Bishop 
of St. Augustine, John J. Snyder, who 
was present with Archbishop Iakovos at 
the ribbon-cutting opening ceremony 
for the Shrine in 1982.

Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos, 
a native of Chicago, was ordained 
a priest in 1992 and later Bishop in 
2006.   During that period he served 
as Metropolis of Chicago chancellor 
under Metropolitan Iakovos until 2017.

Bishop Demetrios
Begins Ministry
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the King of the Jews and came to wor-
ship Him.

Today, our world needs the light of 
the birth of Christ to shine in the dark-
ness.  Our world needs to see that in 
Christ heaven and earth are united, of-
fering to all the grace of God, salvation, 
and the true nature of our being and pur-
pose. His glorious birth unites heaven 
and earth by restoring our communion 
with God, overcoming the alienation 
caused by sin; and this divine revelation 
shows us the way to be transformed in 
the image and likeness of God.  By be-
ing born in the flesh, Christ reveals the 
path to holiness, to the unification of 
heaven and earth within each one of us.

On this blessed and sacred day, may 
we rejoice together in the presence of 
Christ our Lord, who through His love 
for us was born of the Virgin Mary and 
is now crowned with glory and honor.  I 
also ask that on this day and those that 
follow into a new year, that each of you 
commit to offering through your lives a 
witness of the unification of heaven and 
earth.  Christ is born! We are called to 
glorify Him in all that we do.  We must 
be like the shepherds who, after seeing 
Christ, returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all that they had heard and seen. 
(Luke 2:20)  On this glorious Feast may 
we be inspired in seeing that heaven and 
earth are united, and may we go out and 
give Glory to God in the Highest and 
share the wondrous news of His birth 
for our salvation!

With paternal love in Christ,

† ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America

A Blessed Christmas and New Year From  page 1

Christmas greetings
Archbishop Elpidophoros and members of the Archdiocese staff assemble for the annual Christmas tree lighting in No. 8 East 
79th St.  They were joined by two visiting nuns from the monastery in Chania, Crete. The group sang the Kalanda in Greek and 
English Christmas caroles.

Orthodox Observer  photo


